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ABSTRACT 


The  Mermonite  religion  has  its  origins  in  the  Protestant 
Reformation  and  more  precisely,  in  the  Sv/iss  Anabaptist  movement. 
Radical  departures  from  the  accepted  beliefs  resulted  in  persecution 
of  the  Anabaptists,  which  resulted  in  the  spread  of  the  belief  to 
other  parts  of  sixteenth  century  Europe,  The  leadership  of  a  Dutch 
priest,  Menno  Simon,  unified  a  group  of  Anabaptists,  who  became 
known  as  Mennonites. 

Persecution,  in  the  Netherlands,  forced  a  considerable  number 
of  Mennonites  to  migrate  to  the  Vistula  Delta  in  Poland  during  the 
sixteenth  and  seventeenth  centuries.  Political  changes,  resultant 
from  the  partition  of  Poland  in  1772,  brought  the  Mennonites  under 
Prussian  control.  The  pacifist  Mennonites  were  no  longer  tolerated 
and  thus  sought  refuge  in  the  Riassian  Ulcraine  at  the  in\d.tation  of 
Catherine  the  Great. 

The  Mennonites,  while  in  Prussia,  had  established  a  social 
organization  and  settlement  form,  which  promoted  and  complemented  the 
religious  isolationism  they  desired.  Under  the  direction  of  the 
Russian  Colonial  Law,  these  nucleated  agricultural  settlements  and 
their  asvsociated  open  field  systems  were  re-established  in  a  condition 
of  imposed  social  isolation,  which  fostered  the  development  of  the 
Mennonite  etlmic  identity. 

Subsequent  political  changes  in  Russia  in  the  1860’s  and  lS70’s 
resulted  in  the  suspension  of  the  special  rights  enjoyed  by  Mennonites 
in  their  isolated  settlements.  As  a  result  of  this,  nearly  eight 
thousand  Mennonites  migrated  to  the  two  reserves  of  land  in  southern 
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Manitoba,  having  procured  from  the  government  of  Canada  special 
rights  regarding  their  religious  beliefs  and  method  of  settlement. 

The  nucleated  agricultural  settlements  established  by  the 
Mennonites  were  a  marked  deviation  from  the  iadividual  farmsteads 
envisioned  under  the  Dominion  Lands  Act  of  1872.  Due  to  the 
inability  of  this  settlement  system  to  adapt  to  the  evolving 
conmercial  grain  industry  of  the  Canadian  West ,  and  in  part  due  to 
the  conflicts  within  the  Mennonite  group,  the  agricultural  villages 
and  the  associated  open  field  system  disintegrated,  leaving  rela¬ 
tively  few  of  the  original  villages  intact. 

During  this  upheaval,  two  daughter  colonies  were  established  in 
the  Rosthem  Reserve  in  1895  in  the  Swift  Clirrent  Reserve  in  1906. 
The  settlement  pattern  v/as  reproduced,  minus  the  open  field  system 
of  agriculture.  It  was  found  that  the  villages  in  these  later 
settlements  shox'/ed  a  higher  survival  rate  than  their  counterparts 
in  the  Manitoba  Reserves .  This  was  due  to  a  num.ber  of  factors , 
including  a  strong  desire,  on  the  part  of  the  migrating  conservative 
faction,  to  maintain  a  unique  life  style  and  its  complementary  village 
settlements.  The  survival  v;as  also  attributable  to  government 
direction  via  the  "Hamlet  Clause"  of  the  Dominion  Lands  Act ,  and  by 
changes  in  land  tenure  and  village  administration. 

Many  of  the  villages  are  now  finding  it  convenient  to  seek  legal 
status  as  a  hamlet.  Therefore,  they  have  had  their  village  lands 
surveyed  and  the  subdivisions  legally  deeded  to  the  individual  village 
members.  This  most  recent  trend  seems  to  be  lending  a  permanence  to 
an  unusual  settlement  form  that  finds  its  origins  in  Medieval  Europe. 
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CPIAPTER  ONE 


INTRODUCTION 


RESEARCH  PROBLEM 

This  study  arises  out  of  one  observed  deviation  from  the  dispersed 
settlement  pattern  which  characterizes  the  vast  majority  of  agricul¬ 
turally  settled  land  in  the  Prairie  Provinces.  The  settlements  in 
question  are  located  in  two  areas  of  Saskatchewan.  The  older  of  the 
two  is  located  in  the  northern  part  of  the  province,  about  thirty 
miles  northeast  of  Saskatoon,  centered  in  the  area  between  the  hamlets 
of  Osier  and  Hague.  The  second  area  and  younger  of  the  two  is  located 
about  fifteen  miles  southeast  of  Swift  Current  (see  Figure  1). 

The  deviation  in  question  was  a  result  of  the  settlement  in 
these  two  areas  by  Old  Colony  Mennonites  from  Manitoba,  and  to  a 
lesser  extent,  from  the  Russian  Ukraine  and  the  United  States,  The 
resultant  settlement  pattern  was  agglomerated  as  opposed  to  the 
dispersed  pattern  which  was  characteristic  of  most  of  the  area  occupied 
under  the  Dominion  Lends  Act.  One  can  readily  distinguish  the  areas 
in  question  from  the  surrounding  areas  in  terms  of  settlement  form 
and  pattern  by  the  presence  of  the  strassendorf  or  long  street 
villages.  This  particular  settlement  pattern  has  been  characteristic 
of  areas  settled  by  Mennonites  since  the  eighteenth  century.  As  will 
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Figure  ] 
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be  discussed  later,  it  was  introduced  after  the  migration  to  Russia 
from  Prussia. 

Preliminary  research  established  that  the  settlements  located  in 
the  two  areas  mentioned  above  were  formed  as  off-shoots  of  the  older 
colonies  established  in  Manitoba  in  1872.  The  migration  from  Manitoba 
to  Saskatchewan  occurred  around  the  turn  of  the  century  with  the 
major  movements,  in  terms  of  numbers,  occurring  in  1897  1906. 

The  movement  involved  a  group  of  people  with  well-established  values, 
social  structure,  and  spatial  organization. 

The  problem  is  multifaceted.  An  attempt  will  be  made  to  determine 

the  way  in  which  the  "settling"  of  the  land  took  place  -  in  other 

words,  an  examination  of  the  settlement  process  for  the  Saskatchewan 

Mennonite  colonies.  Field  V70rk  has  established  the  extent  to  v/hich 

the  settlement  pattern  and  form  were  transferred  from  Manitoba  to 

Saskatchewan.  From  previous  studies  of  the  Manitoba  settlements, 

one  finds  that  substantial  and  far-reaching  changes  occurred  as  a 

result  of  the  transference  of  the  peasant  economy  from.  Ru,ssia  to 
1 

Canada.  This  development  will  be  discussed  later.  The  changes 
resulted  in  fragmentation  of  the  peasant  economy  and  the  spatial 
aspect  of  village  form  and  land  use  patterns. 

One  can  formulate  an  hypothesis  on  the  basis  of  evidence  avail¬ 
able.  One  recognizes  repeated  migrations  and  subsequent  relocation 
of  the  characteristic  settlements  in  Russia  and  Manitoba,  One  sees 
that  the  Manitoba  Colonies  established  semi-communal  agricultural 
villages.  These  villages  and  the  associated  economy  quickly  suffered 
fragmentation  due  to  contact  with  the  larger  society  and  the  adoption 
of  the  commercial  grain  economy. 
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Given  the  above  situation,  one  would  assume  that  some  change  in 
organization  and  structure  of  these  Old  World  settlements  should  have 
occurred  to  allov/  the  re-establishment  of  this  peculiar  settlement 
form  in  Saskatchewan,  Furthermore,  it  was  established  within  the  same 
economic  environment  that  aided  its  destruction  in  Manitoba,  In 
addition,  one  must  realize  that  the  daughter  colonies  were  established 
during  the  period  of  major  upheaval  in  the  Manitoba  settlement  pattern. 

Therefore,  it  is  hypothesized  that  the  settlement  form  known  to 
the  Mennonites  in  Manitoba  under vjent  a  change  in  its  actual  physical 
form,  or  a  reorganization  of  administration  to  allow  it  to  be  re¬ 
established  in  the  Saskatchewan  Reserves  on  a  more  secure  and  permanent 
basis. 

The  subsequent  problems  are  to  determine  if  a  change  in  Mennonite 
community  organization  occurred,  and  if  so,  to  what  extent  that  charige 
was  manifest  in  the  landscape;  to  determine  why  the  change  occurred, 
examining  the  internal  and  external  forces  responsible;  to  determine 
how  the  modification  influenced  the  survival  of  the  peculiar  settle¬ 
ment  form  to  the  present  day;  and  finally,  as  a  related  but  lesser 
point,  to  determine  if,  and  how,  the  above  relates  to  modification  in 
social  structure  and  local  governmental  form. 

In  summary,  the  problem  is  to  examine  to  what  extent  the  Old 
Colony  Merj^-onite  sect  migrating  from  the  mother  colonies  in  Manitoba 
to  the  two  daughter  colonies  in  Saskatchewan  were  obliged  to  modify 
theii’  spatial  arrangements  in  order  to  maintaiir  the  desired  way  of 
life.  In  this  study,  an  attempt  v/ill  be  made  to  examine  a  particular 
case  of  geographic  change  through  time  and  place. 
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Research  in  geographical  change  presents  the  researcher  with  some 
special  problems,  in  that  it  requires  reconstruction  of  past  land¬ 
scapes,  Historical  research  often  encounters  problems;  these  problems 
are  compounded  by  the  addition  of  the  geographical  approach.  Perhaps 
the  most  limiting  problem  is  the  accessability  of  material.  Source 
material  does  not  necessarily  await  the  researcher  in  the  libraries 
and  archives,  nor  \irill  field  work  necessarily  bring  all  of  the  required 
data  to  the  fore.  Thus  the  hypothesis  often  hangs  in  the  balance  as 
data  simply  is  not  available  to  prove  or  disprove  the  postulate. 

In  the  case  of  this  study,  the  size  of  the  study  area,  which 
v;as  determined  by  the  boundaries  of  the  Mennonite  reserves,  presented 
a  special  problem.  The  area  under  study  consisted  of  more  than  one 
thousand  square  miles.  This  made  it  impossible  to  do  detailed  field 
work  over  the  entire  area.  This  presented  the  first  limitation  to 
the  scope  of  the  study.  Additionally,  the  study  area  comprised  two 
areas  separated  by  almost  two  hundred  miles.  There  v/as  also  the  fact 
that  the  areas  were  settled  in  1895  1906,  thus  bracketing  the 

granting  of  provincial  status  to  the  province  of  Saskatchev/an  within 
whose  boundaries  the  Mennonite  reserves  were  located.  These  latter 
two  factors  tended  to  obscure  records  and  confuse  the  systematic 
search  of  historical  documents. 

Apart  from  the  above,  the  areas  under  investigation  formed  parts 
of  seven  different  municipalities.  Furthermore,  the  spatial  pheno¬ 
menon  being  studied,  the  Old  World  settlement  pattern,  proved  early 
in  the  research  to  be  the  fabric  of  a  relatively  small  portion  of  the 
larger  Mennonite  religious  group.  The  agent  of  this  fabric  was  the 
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traditionalists  or  conservative  Mennonites  now  commonly  termed  "Old 
Colony"  Mennonites.  This  subgroup  is  not  differentiated  in  census 
data,  provincial  records,  nor  in  municipal  records.  Thus,  the  lack 
of  detailed  governmental  records  impeded  the  collection  of  information 
on  significant  characteristics  that  can  be  observed  by  field  work, 
yet  require  documentation.  Bearing  these  points  in  mind,  one 
encounters  difficulty  in  maintaining  detailed  and  consistent  patterns 
in  the  reconstruction  of  past  landscapes. 

It  was  decided  to  concentrate  the  focus  of  this  study  on  deter¬ 
mining  if  a  change  occurred  in  the  settlement  form  and  social  organ¬ 
ization  during  the  course  of  the  establishment  of  Mennonite  villages 
in  Saskatchewan,  With  relative  ease,  it  was  determined  that  the  land 
occupied  by  the  Mennonites  v/as  previously  nearly  vacant  and  thus  in 
its  natural  state.  Similarly,  the  present  geography  of  both  reser^/’es 
was  determined  vd.th  relative  ease. 

Once  in  the  field,  it  became  apparent  that  information  could  be 
collected  and  verified  most  effectively  by  a  series  of  alternating 
periods  of  field  work  and  documentary  searches.  In  this  vzay,  the 
two  sources  of  information  were  used  in  a  complementary  fashion  by 
following  up  various  directions  and  verification  of  data. 

Interviews  in  themselves  provided  much  useful  jjif ormation ,  as 
well  as  forming  a  chain  reaction  that  preceeded  one’s  physical 
presence  to  the  villages.  Participants  often  knew  of  the  study  well 
in  advance  of  being  contacted  and  thus  had  timi  to  compile  written 
lists  of  details  about  the  past  landscapes,  methods,  and  activities. 

As  well,  these  people  often  suggested  other  contacts  and  most  were 
willing  to  allow  an  examination  of  photographs  and  artifacts  from 
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earlier  periods.  In  this  way,  a  substantial  number  of  pioneers  were 
able  to  supply  much  background  information  about  life  in  the  villages, 
farming  practises,  crops,  mechanization,  trading  centers,  building 
types  and  methods,  village  plans,  and  village  organization. 

Several  of  the  participants  had  arrived  in  the  study  area  during 
childhood  and  had  lived  their  entire  lives  there.  These  interviev/s 
proved  valuable  in  cross-referencing  dates  and  events  with  other 
people,  as  well  as  with  documents  and  newspaper  reports.  Repeated 
visits  to  particularly  informative  participants  proved  helpful  in 
the  interpretation  of  various  points.  Interviev/ing  one  or  more  of 
these  "old  timers"  at  the  same  time  proved  somewhat  less  than  advan¬ 
tageous,  in  that  differences  of  opinion  and  disagreements  about  the 
sequence  of  events  generally  used  valuable  time  while  little  of  use 
could  be  gained.  On  the  other  hand,  private  guided  tours  of  the 
reserves  and  old  village  sites  provided  actual  sketches  of  past 
landscapes. 

Newspapers  proved  a  valuable  source  of  inform.ation  in  that  they 
often  gave  an  "outsider's"  view  of  the  Mennonite  way  of  life.  The 
major  newspapers  of  Regina  and  Saskatoon  carried  numerous  accounts  of 
the  controversial  issues  surrounding  the  Mennonites ,  such  as  the 
1920 *s  school  question.  These  accounts,  as  well  as  many  editorials, 
provided  a  valuable  dating  technique  and  more  accurate  accounts  of 
the  numbers  of  people  involved  in  both  the  migration  to  Mexico  and 
the  emigration  from  Russia  to  Canada.  In  some  ases,  they  provided 
accounts  of  conditions  at  the  time  of  settlement,  which  proved  inval¬ 
uable.  In  addition,  the  occasional  article  dealing  with  the  Mennonite 
village  appearance  aided  one  in  the  development  of  an  impression  of 
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the  past  landscapes  and  way  of  life. 

In  a  similar  vein,  accounts  of  various  travels  through  the 
Mennonite  Reserves  presented  considerable  information  about  the  actual 
conditions  and  appearance  of  Mennonite  villages.  The  contributions 
came  from  a  wide  cross-section  of  people,  ranging  from  early  surveyors, 
to  school  inspectors,  to  provincial  ministers  of  education  and 
agriculture,  and  to  the  premier  of  Saskatchewan. 

Public  records  provided  one  with  invaluable  information  about 
the  actual  occupation  of  the  reserves.  The  land  surveyors’  reports 
were  examined  when  they  could  be  obtained.  The  annual  reports  of  the 
departments  responsible  for  the  interior,  agriculture,  and  immigration 
were  searched  for  inform.ation  about  the  geography  of  the  reserves. 

These  papers  are  held  by  the  Public  Archives  in  Ottawa,  and  by  the 
Saskatchewan  Archives  Board  in  Regina  and  Saskatoon.  There  are  files 
containing  most  of  the  original  records  and  correspondence  concerning 
the  negotiations  for  the  land,  problems  encountered  in  occupation  of 
the  land,  and  special  requests  for  village  habitation.  These  and 
various  other  collections  and  reports  were  invaluable  in  the  re-con¬ 
struction  of  the  landscape  of  the  early  settlement  period.  The 
Mennonite  villagers  also  kept  records  as  part  of  the  village  admin¬ 
istration,  which  helped  immensely  in  understanding  certain  ways  of 
doing  things,  and  the  actual  conditions  under  which  people  lived. 

Among  the  most  important  sources  of  spatial  information  were 
the  maps  and  air  photos  used.  Air  photo  coverage  of  the  Swift  Current 
Reserve  was  acquired  in  full,  while  for  the  Rosthem  Reserve,  only 
the  area  containing  villages  was  obtained.  In  this  latter  core,  only 
about  half  of  the  actual  reserve  area  was  examined  on  air  photo 
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coverage.  The  air  photos  date  from  the  late  1950* s  and  early  1960’s, 
and  thus  allowed  comparison  with  the  1974  patterns,  as  well  as  allowing 
accurate  mapping  and  location  of  present  and  past  village  sites.  Maps, 
on  the  other  hand,  proved  less  valuable  for  large  scale  and  detailed 
information.  Relevant  maps  in  the  Public  Archives,  in  the  provincial 
archives  of  Manitoba  and  Saskatchewan,  in  the  libraries  of  the 
University  of  Saskatchewan,  and  in  the  respective  municipality 
offices,  were  examined  and  provided  information  about  the  geography 
of  the  reserves  and  their  surrounding  areas. 

Field  work  was  carried  out  in  an  unusual  way,  in  that  it  not  only 
contributed  to  the  geographic  study,  but  also  to  a  project  conducted 
on  behalf  of  the  Saskatchewan  Department  of  Culture  and  Youth.  This 
project,  entitled  "Towards  a  New  Past",  required  that  pioneers  be 
interviewed  and  taped  as  part  of  an  archival  collection  of  tapes  and 
historical  data  about  the  experiences  of  various  ethnic  and  religious 
groups  in  Saskatchewan.  As  a  result  of  searching  out  participants  for 
the  "Towards  a  New  Past*’  project,  many  people  were  interviewed  and 
many  miles  of  road  were  covered  to  the  benefit  of  the  geographical 
reconstruction . 

Field  observations  also  brought  to  light  information  about  the 
man-made  landscape.  All  the  presently  discernible  villages  were 
visited,  village  lots  and  streets  were  measured,  and  the  general  lay¬ 
out  was  noted.  Structures  were  examined,  measured,  and  construction 
dates  were  ascertained,  allowing  a  sequence  of  construction  methods 
to  be  developed. 

Field  V7ork  and  documentary  research  were  carried  on  alternately, 
checking  data  and  following  up  new  leads.  In  this  way,  changes  in 
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CHAPTER  ONE 


FOOTNOTES 


1 

The  work  of  John  Warkentin  and  E,  K,  Francis  into  the 
historical  geography  and  social  history  of  the  Manitoba  Mennonite 
Colonies  has  been  particularly  significant. 
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CHAPTER  TWO 


HISTORICAL  BACKGROUND 


MTRQDUCTION 

The  "Old  Colony"  Mennonites  and  their  settlements  represent  one 
deviation  from  the  isolated  farmstead  characteristic  of  the  quarter- 
section  homestead  scheme  of  settlement.  The  Old  Colony  Mennonites 
are  an  integral  part  of  this  study.  It  is  the  settlement  pattern 
achieved  by  these  people,  its  origin  and  evolution,  that  is  to  be 
examined.  It  is  important,  therefore,  to  deal  vd.th  the  historical 
and  cultural  development  of  the  group  that  came  to  be  distinguished 
as  Old  Colony  Mennonites. 

With  few  exceptions,  the  land  of  the  Canadian  V/est  v/as  divided 
by  the  township  and  range  survey  system  which  had  as  the  basic  unit 
the  one  square  mile  section  of  land,  of  which  one  quarter- section  and 
an  option  to  purchase  the  adjoining  quarter- section  vrere  allocated  to 
would-be  settlers  under  the  terms  of  the  Homestead  Act  of  1872,  This 
system  tended  to  encourage  dispersed  settlement  patterns  by  requiring 
each  would-be  settler  to  fulfill  the  residence  and  improvement 
conditions  on  his  own  quarter-section  homestead. 

The  dispersed  settlement  which  accompanied  indi\ddual  farmsteads 
was  not  the  pattern  with  which  the  Mennonites  were  familiar  in  the 
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Piussian  Ukraine.  Rather,  the  traditional  Mennonite  settlement 

comprised  a  linear  village  plan,  termed  a  Strassendorf ,  v/ith  a 

1 

communal  open  field  economy.  This  pattern  of  settlement,  method 

of  land  allocation,  and  way  of  farming,  were  then  in  direct  contrast 

to  the  pattern  envisaged  under  the  township  and  range  survey  system. 

At  the  present  time.  Old  Colony  Mennonite  village  settlements 

2 

are  limited  to  the  southern  part  of  Manitoba  and  two  smaller  areas 
in  Saskatchewan.  The  Old  Colonist  settlements  in  Saskatchewan  are 
located  north  of  Saskatoon  in  the  Hague-Osier  area  and  south  of 
Swift  Current  in  the  vicinity  of  the  hamlet  of  Wymark  (see  Figure  l). 

Old  Colony  Mennonite  concentrations  exist  in  other  areas  of 
Canada  as  v/ell  but  without  the  Old  World  village  settlement  pattern, 
as  at  Aylmer  in  southern  Ontario,  Matheson  in  northern  Ontario  south 
of  James  Bay,  and  Rainy  Lake  in  the  Lake-of~the-V/oods  area  of  Ontario. 
In  addition  to  the  above-mentioned,  there  are  Old  Colony  Mennonites 
located  in  the  Fort  Vermillion  area  of  Alberta  and  in  the  Fort  St. 

John  area  of  British  Columbia.  Although  these  areas  are  characterized 
by  Old  Colony  Mennonite  settlement,  they  lack  the  village  pattern 
vjhich  characterizes  the  settlements  of  southern  Manitoba  and  Saskat¬ 
chewan  . 

THE  OLD  COLONY  MHPNONITES 

The  Mennonites  are  a  religious  group  tracing  its  origins  back 
to  the  Protestant  Reformation.  Since  that  time,  the  Mennonites  as  a 
group  have  been  subject  to  varying  degrees  of  persecution.  The 
infringement  by  the  larger  society  on  what  Mennonite  society  conceives 
to  be  the  foundations  of  the  group  identity  has  led  to  mass  migrations 
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and  colonization  in  virtually  every  corner  of  the  world o  The 
character  of  the  Saskatchewan  settlement  study  areas  is  in  part 
attributable  to  the  Mennonite  historical  cultural  heritage. 

The  Mennonite  religious  group  had  its  beginnings  in  the  Swiss 
Anabaptist  movement,  which  in  turn  had  its  beginnings  with  a  group 
of  Zwinglian  students,  foremost  of  whom  was  Conrad  Grebel.  Grebel 
lent  his  considerable  support  to  the  Zwinglian  reformation  after  his 

3 

conversion  and  rejection  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  in  1522. 

Grebel  and  his  small  group  of  supporters  slowly  came  to 
represent  the  radical  wing  of  Zwinglian  reformation.  In  general, 
they  supported  the  Zwinglian  school  of  thought,  advocating  the 
rejection  of  infant  baptism  in  favour  of  adult  baptism  upon 
confession  of  faith.  The  espousal  of  adult  baptism  in  conjunction 
with  abolition  of  mass  in  the  Christian  church  rituals  was  further 
than  Zwingli  and  the  Council  of  the  Canton  of  Zurich  were  willing  to 
go.  Thus,  Grebel  and  a  small  body  of  supporters  broke  with  the 
Zwinglians  to  form  what  was  called  Anabaptism,  the  forerunner  of 
the  Mennonite  religious  group. ^ 

The  Anabaptists  were  persecuted  as  the  "rebaptizers"  and  as 

5 

heretics."^  The  leaders  were  executed,  imprisoned,  and  driven  out 
of  Zurich.  Anabaptism  spread  rapidly  beyond  the  Canton  of  Zurich 
to  the  rest  of  Switzerland,  and  still  further  afield  to  South  Germany 
Tyrol,  Austria  and  Moravia,  Ry  1530,  it  had  found  support  in  the 
regions  of  the  upper  Danube  and  upper  Rhine,  as  well  as  in  the 
Netherlands  and  northeastern  Germany, 

To  this  point,  the  movement  was  largely  confined  to  the  large 
urban  and  commercial  centers  of  Europe,  As  support  grew,  persecution 
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and  intolerance  increased,  eventually  forcing  its  adherents  to  seek 
refuge  in  the  rural  areas.  The  Anabaptist  movement  was  thus  forced 
under  cover  and  its  spread  vras  halted  temporarily  by  the  ruthless 
execution  of  many  of  its  members  and  of  many  of  its  most  prominent 
leaders."^ 

The  harassment  and  subsequent  spread  of  the  Anabaptist  movement 
caused  it  to  come  to  the  attention  of  a  Roman  Catholic  priest  in 
Holland.  Menno  Simon  was  a  contemporary  of  Luther  and  Calvin,  and 
like  these  reformers,  found  fault  with  the  established  Roman  Catholic 
church.  Thus  the  Dutch  Anabaptists,  led  by  Menno  Simon,  called 
themselves  Memonites,  a  name  which  slowly  became  common  to  many 

g 

Anabaptist  groups.  This  rather  insignificant  group  of  reformists 

lacked  the  support  of  a  powerful  individual  or  of  any  state 

government  so  that  it  was  subjected  to  persecution  from  the  various 

state  governments,  as  well  as  the  Roman  Catholic  church  and  the 

9 

newly-organized  Protestant  churches. 

The  first  recognized  general  m^eeting  of  Memonites  occurred  in 
1538  when  Memo  Simon  and  a  small  group  of  co-religionists  met  to 
draw  up  the  principles  of  their  belief.  This  meeting  resulted  in 
the  evstablishment  of  a  ’’creed"  which  was  formally  published  nearly 
one  hmdred  years  later,  at  the  Conference  of  Dort  in  1632*  This 
statement  tended  to  act  as  a  force  of  unification,  drawing  together 
the  various  factions  developing  within  the  Memonite  dogma. 

The  dogma  adherred  to  by  the  Mennonites  is  characterized  by  a 
number  of  tenets,  the  maintenance  of  v^hich  have  caused  the  Memonites 
to  migrate  in  search  of  a  favourable  social  environment.  The 
Memonites  believe  in  the  practice  of  adult  baptism  upon  the 
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confession  of  faith.  They  believe  iji  the  maintenance  of  a  peaceful 

life  and  therefore  see  no  need  to  partake  in  civil  government  and 

law  enforcement  duties,  ^y  the  same  token,  they  abstain  totally 

from  the  swearing  of  official  oaths.  The  Mennonites  are  professed 
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pacifists,  and  therefore  have  refused  military  service.  It  is 
their  isolationist  attitude  and  their  refusal  to  do  military  service 
that  has  been  instrumental  in  the  numerous  migrations,  to  be 
discussed  later.  In  addition  to  the  above,  the  Meruionites  advocated 
a  democratic  structure  in  the  church,  with  elected  clergy,  all  of 
which  was  in  contrast  to  the  established  churches  of  the  time. 

It  was  because  of  the  revolutionary  ideas  expressed  in  their 
doctrine  that  the  Mennonites  v;ere  rejected  by  the  Roman  Catholic 
church  as  well  as  by  the  emerging  Protestant  churches. 

After  the  death  of  Menno  Simon  in  I56I,  the  Mennonite  numbers 
grew  rapidly,  and  the  group  as  a  whole  flourished.  The  prosperity 
enjoyed  by  the  Dutch  Mennonites  was  due  in  large  measure  to  a  short 
period  of  religious  toleration  in  the  Netherlands,  beginning  in 
1577.  This  period  of  growth  and  spread  of  the  Mennonite  doctrine 
ensured  the  establishment  and  survival  of  the  Mennonites  as  a 
religious  group  in  the  Netherlands. 

SURVEY  OF  MIGRATIONS 

As  the  status  of  the  Mennonites  was  low  in  terms  of  influential 
support  and  power,  they  were  subjected  to  persecution  which  resulted 
in  group  migration  to  various  countries  in  search  of  the  ideal 
freedom.  This  sequence  of  migrations  finally  brought  the  Mennonites 
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The  attacks  of  the  count er-reformationists  on  the  growing 

Dutch  Mennonite  congregations  in  the  early  sixteenth  century, 

previous  to  the  period  of  tolerance  near  the  end  of  the  century, 

drove  the  Mennonites  to  seek  refuge  in  Poland,  and  to  a  lesser 

11 

extent,  in  East  Prussia.  Previous  to  the  death  of  Menno  Simon  in 

the  mid-sixteenth  century,  the  persecution  of  the  Dutch  Mennonites 

had  caused  many  of  their  number  to  migrate  to  Poland  with  the  goal 

of  enjoying  freedom  from  oppression  and  persecution. 

For  the  most  part,  the  Mennonites  settled  iii  the  Vistula-Nogat 

River  Deltas  area  in  Poland.  To  this  point,  the  Mennonites  were 

neither  urban  nor  rural,  but  comprised  elements  of  both.  Although 

the  merchants  and  artisans  settled  in  the  urban  centers,  especially 

in  Danzig,  the  Mennonite  farmers  settled  in  the  unoccupied  swampland 

along  the  Vistula  River  (see  Figure  2),  As  they  were  skilled  in  the 

building  of  dykes  and  the  draining  of  swampland,  they  soon  created 

productive  farmland  from  the  previ.ously  useless  swamps.  The  success 

with  which  the  Mennonite  farmers  developed  a  thriving  agricultural 

economy  caused  the  land-owning  nobles  to  encourage  further  Mennonite 

migration  with  the  offer  of  religious  freedom,  full  control  of  their 

own  churches,  replacement  of  the  sworn  oath  with  a  simple  affirmation, 

12 

and  the  promise  of  freedom  from  military  service. 

As  early  as  1534»  the  numbers  of  persecuted  Anabaptists  arriving 

in  Danzig  from  the  Low  Countries  was  enough  to  cause  an  outcry 
13 

against  them,  Subsequent  persecution  drove  any  more  of  the 
Mennonites  in  Poland  into  East  Prussia  where  the  Reformation  found 
a  measure  of  acceptance.  From  1547  to  1550t  the  movement  of 
Mennonites  into  the  Danzig-Vistula  Delta  area  w^as  increased 
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Figure  2 
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and  their  establishment  became  permanent .  With  the  substantial 
increase  in  the  numbers  of  Mennonites,  it  becomes  possible  to  refer 
to  the  Mennonites  as  an  established  religious  group  in  the  Danzig 
area. 

In  1613,  the  question  of  non-resistance  was  raised  for  the 

first  time  in  the  Danzig  area.  The  Mennonites  refused  military- 

service  on  conscientious  grounds  and  received  an  exemption  by 

1  ^ 

virtue  of  the  payment  of  a  monetary  substitute. 

The  group  solidarity  created  by  the  question  of  non-resistance 
was  enhanced  by  the  development  of  a  fire  insurance  scheme  which 
pro-vided  for  the  sharing  of  cost  in  loss  of  building  and  livelihood 
in  the  case  of  fire.  Appreciation  of  group  solidarity  is  essential 
in  understanding  the  nature  of  settlements  established  later  in  both 
Russia  and  in  North  America. 

By  the  time  this  group  solidarity  began  to  manifest  itself,  the 

Mennonites  had  occupied  various  areas  in  Poland  and  Prussia  for 

nearly  one  hundred  years. Much  bo  the  approval  of  their  overlords 

they  had  turned  previously  useless  swamp  into  vital  farmland  with 

the  skillful  employment  of  dykes,  \^^indmills,  and  numerous  drainage 
17 

ditches.  Nevertheless,  the  position  of  the  Mennoni-oes  had  been 
precarious  from  the  beginning  of  their  movement  from  the  Netherlands 
They  were  constantly  subjected  to  monetary  demands  to  maintain  the 
privilege  of  military  exemption.  Moreover,  the  land  available  for 
settlement  of  the  growing  population  of  agricultural  Mennonites  was 
in  short  supply. 

Some  years  later,  in  1724,  Frederick  William  I  of  East  Prussia, 
in  order  to  maintain  his  militaristic  policy,  ordered  the  pacifist 
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Mennonites  out  of  East  Prussia.  Mennonites  who  earlier  had  migrated 
into  East  Prussia  to  the  Memel  River  Delta,  now  moved  back  into 
Poland,  putting  more  pressure  on  the  land  shortage  in  the  Danzig 
Region.  This  shortage  was  temporarily  alleviated  by  the  purchase 
of  single  farming  units  scattered  throughout  the  Danzig  area  (see 
Figure  2) . 

During  the  course  of  history,  the  narrow  corridor  joining  the 
bulk  of  Poland  to  the  city  of  Danzig  and  the  Baltic  Sea,  containing 
within  its  limits  the  Vistula  Delta  and  the  large  group  of  Mennonites 
under  discussion,  has  changed  hands  several  times  due  to  partition 
of  Poland  by  Prussia  and  Austria.  After  the  first  partition  of 
1772,  the  area  containing  most  of  the  Mennonite  settlements  came 
under  the  control  of  Frederick  the  Great  of  Prussia.  The  old 
privileges  and  exemptions  were  initially  renewed.  However,  the 
renewal  of  freedom  and  toleration  was  short-lived  as  Frederick  the 
Great  pursued  a  policy  of  militarizing  the  Prussian  states  begun  by 
Frederick  William  I.  Thus  the  atmosphere  was  not  conducive  to  the 
development  of  the  pacifist  Mennonites. 

In  addition  to  the  ideological  conflicts,  jealousy  and 
superstition  were  aroused  in  the  neighbouring  Prussians  by  the 
wealth  and  prosperity  of  the  Mennonite  farmers.  The  Lutheran  clergy 
pressured  the  government  to  put  restrictions  on  the  religious 
activities  of  the  Mennonites,  as  they  were  converting  whole  Lutheran 
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congregations  to  the  Anabaptist  cause.  The  sum  of  the  above 
conditions  consequently  led  to  the  revival  of  thoughts  of  migration 
as  the  solution  to  the  onslaught  of  persecution,  as  it  had  when 
the  Mennonites  originally  fled  the  Netherlands  for  what  later  became 
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Prussia, 

The  Mennonites  in  Prussia  established  group  settlements  in 

which  interaction  with  other  groups  was  limited.  They  enjoyed  a 

certain  measure  of  local  autonomy  within  the  agricultural  settlements, 

but  the  threat  of  constant  persecutions  and  of  infringement  upon 

20 

their  ideological  tenets  made  Prussia  undesirable. 

The  only  apparent  solution  lay  in  migration  to  a  country  that 
would  allow  the  existence  of  a  pacifist  agricultural  people.  Thanks 
to  an  amazing  historical  coincidence,  the  Prussian  Mennonites  were 
able  to  begin  a  mass  movement  to  the  South  Russian  Ukraine. 

The  historical  coincidence  was  tw''ofold.  First,  Catherine  the 
Great  of  Russia  had  newly  acquired  land  from  Turkey  in  what  is  the 
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southern  part  of  the  modern-day  Ukrainian  Soviet  Socialist  Republic, 

Second,  as  earlier  had  been  the  case  with  the  Prussian  nobility, 

Catherine  was  desirous  of  settling  an  industrious  agricultural  people 

on  these  newly  acquired  lands.  Therefore,  Catherine  made  generous 

promises  to  the  land-seeking  Mennonites.  The  Mennonites  were  offered 

free  transportation,  loans  to  establish  factories  and  industries, 

religious  toleration  with  freedom  to  establish  and  control  their 

school  system,  and  their  own  form  of  local  government.  As  well  as 

the  above,  they  were  promised  exemption  from  military  service,  which 

would  allow  them  to  maintain  pacifist  status,  which  was  essential  to 
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their  religious  beliefs. 

The  conditions  offered  by  Catherine  were  attractive  to  many 
Germans  of  various  religions,  as  well  as  to  the  persecuted  Prussian 
Mennonites. 

During  the  period  from  I7S7  to  186 5,  the  entire  surplus 
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population  of  Prussian  Mennonites  migrated  to  the  Ukraine.  This 

is  proven  by  the  fact  that  the  Mennonites  in  Prussia  did  not 

23 

increase  numerically.  This  also  indicates  that  the  ban  on  the 
acquisition  of  new  land  by  Mennonites  was  strictly  enforced,  thus 
forcing  the  growing  population  to  leave  Prussia. 

The  first  settlement  of  Prussian  Mennonites  in  the  steppes  of 
the  Ukraine  was  made  in  1789  at  the  confluence  of  the  Dnieper  and 
Chortitza  Rivers  (see  Figure  3),  and  the  colony  was  named  for  the 
latter  river.  The  name  Chortitza  and  variations  of  it  continued 
to  appear  in  many  of  the  New  World  colonies  as  an  indication  of 
their  origins. 

In  1804,  the  second  colony  of  Molotschna  was  established  on 
the  Molotschna  River.  In  1833  and  1861,  respectively,  colonies  were 

2/l 

established  at  Saratow  and  Old  Somara.  ^  By  1910,  there  were  thirty- 

six  daughter  colonies  established  as  the  immigrants  eventually  reached 
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a  total  of  eight  thousand  families. 

The  Mennonite  colonies  in  Russia  were  established  under  the 
conditions  of  the  Russian  Colonial  Lavj.  The  ten  articles  of  this 
Law  offered  a  number  of  concessions  including  freedom  of  religion, 
freedom  from  military  service,  and  local  autonomy  concerning  property 
rights  and  inheritance  regulations  (see  Appendix  1  for  the  complete 
list).  It  was  the  above-mentioned  articles  that  were  to  be  raised 
with  other  foreign  governments  when  the  need  for  migration  arose  in 
the  future. 

Under  the  limited  autonomy  offered  by  Russian  Colonial  Law, 
the  colonies  were  left  to  manage  their  own  secular  and  religious 
affairs.  On  the  whole,  the  result  was  beneficial.  The  Mennonites 
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Figure  3 


strengthened  their  distinctive  characteristics,  and  enjoyed  cultural 
and  material  development  as  a  result  of  their  own  industry  and  the 
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favourable  political  atmosphere.  The  relatively  utopian  situation 

in  Russia  was  not  to  survive  unchanged  for  long,  for  in  a  five-year 

period  after  1873,  eighteen  thousand  Mennonites ,  or  about  one-third 

of  the  total  Russian  Mennonite  population,  left  their  relatively 
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nev/  homes  in  South  Russia. 

The  cause  of  such  a  large  scale  mass  migration  cannot  be 
explained  by  any  one  factor.  As  in  most  migrations,  and  especially 
with  regard  to  the  previous  Mennonite  migrations,  the  group  movement 
was  due  to  both  "push"  and  "pull"  factors.  The  worsening  of 
conditions  in  Russia  tended  to  push,  while  the  pull  was  formed  by 
attractive  offers  from  other  nations. 

The  push  factors  included  a  shortage  of  suitable  agricultural 
land  for  the  growing  Mennonite  population,  relatively  minor  internal 
religious  conflicts  v/hich  had  split  the  church  and  would  continue 
to  split  it  in  years  to  come,  and  the  rise  of  Russian  nationalism, 
in  I86I,  which  insisted  upon  full  participation  in  state  affairs. 

The  last  factor  was  by  far  the  most  important  because  it  aroused 
fears  of  compulsory  military  service  and  destruction  of  the  desired 
social  and  physical  isolation  from  the  world. 

The  pull  factors  were  essentially  the  availability  of  land  and 
religious  toleration  offered  by  the  countries  in  the  Western 
Hemisphere,  One  must  bear  in  mind  that  the  Americas  had  offered 
refuge  for  Europe’s  masses  for  years  and  it  was  logical  for  the 
Prussian  Mennonites  to  consider  the  possibility  of  North  America. 

Ultimately  the  build-up  of  tension  within  the  group  could  only 
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be  relieved  by  emigration  to  a  country  uLlling  to  grant  the 

concessions  necessary  to  maintain  the  group  isolation  and  identity. 

Thus  the  reaction  to  this  type  of  problem,  as  we  have  seen  in  the 

Netherlands  and  in  Prussia,  was  quickly  becoming  an  institutionalized 

facet  of  the  Mennonite  way  of  life.  Similarly  in  the  future,  any 

major  threat  to  the  principles  of  the  faith  would  initiate  thoughts 
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of  withdrawal  and  emigration. 

The  Prussian  experience  was  repeated  again  in  the  Russian 

steppes.  The  rising  wave  of  Russian  nationalism  resulted  in  a 

clash  with  the  prospering  pacifist  Mennonites.  Restrictions  were 

placed  on  the  acquisition  of  land  and  Russian  authorities  were 

forced  by  the  pro-nationalism  groups  to  withdraw  the  military 

exemption  clause  in  the  Russian  Colonial  Law,  Fortunately  for 

the  Russian  Mennonites,  as  had  been  the  case  in  Prussia,  there  was 

a  v;ay  out.  The  New  World  countries  of  the  United  States  and  Canada 

were  accepting  immigrants.  The  latter  of  these  countries  was 

opening  up  nev;  land  in  the  vrestern  interior  and  was  actively 
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soliciting  settlers  for  this  land, 

Negotiations  with  the  United  States  were  not  successful 
because  of  the  reluctance  on  the  part  of  the  American  officials  to 
deal  with  groups  of  immigrants,  or  to  openly  seek  immigrants  abroad. 
The  situation  in  Canada  was  very  different.  The  Canadian  government, 
faced  with  the  vast  expanse  of  the  newly  acquired  Rupert’s  Land, 
and  the  threat  of  American  expansion  into  the  Canadian  West,  was 
urgently  concerned  with  occupying  these  western  lands.  Thus  the 
Canadian  government  was  not  prepared  to  permit  the  new  province  of 
Manitoba  to  handle  such  an  important  problem  on  its  own,  although 
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this  was  the  policy  with  the  older  eastern  provinces. 

The  negotiations  were  begun  through  the  British  authorities, 

with  letters  from  John  Lowe,  Secretary  in  the  Dominion  Department 

of  Agriculture,  being  forwarded  to  the  Russian  Mennonite  leaders. 

Subsequently,  William  Hespeler,  a  German-bom  immigration  agent  and 

resident  of  Waterloo  County,  Ontario,  was  appointed  to  handle  the 

question  of  Russian  Mennonite  emigration,  Hespeler  proceeded  to 

Russia  where  he  personally  met  the  Mennonite  leaders  and  distributed 

information  about  Canada,  dealt  with  questions  and  doubts,  and 
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offered  practical  advice  regarding  emigration. 

In  1873,  Russian  Mennonite  delegates  visited  both  the  United 
States  and  Canada  to  examine  the  potential  locations  for  settlement. 
The  delegates  represented  the  Russian  Mennonite  subgroups  or 
congregations  of  the  Bergthal  colony,  the  "Kleine  Gemeinde"  from 
the  Borsenko  colony,  and  the  Furstenland  settlement.  Included  in 
the  group  making  the  exploration  tour  were  representatives  of 
several  other  Anabaptist  groups  and  one  wealthy  indi-'/idual  landowner. 
The  choice  of  representative  delegates  reflected  a  trend  which 
would  become  evident  after  the  mass  migration  from  Canada  to  Mexico 
in  the  1920* s.  The  groups  interested  in  migration,  and  thus  most 
dissatisfied  v/ith  the  changing  conditions  in  Russia,  were  splinter 
groups  protesting  against  the  ’’worldliness"  of  the  majority  of 
I^ussian  Mennonites,  Thus  the  groups  formerly  mentioned  as  the 
"Kleine  Gemeinde"  and  Furstenland  were  favourably  disposed  to  the 
proposed  migration  to  Canada,  Canada  represented  a  new  chance  to 
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establish  their  concept  of  Mennonitism  in  independent  settlements. 

The  group,  later  taking  the  name  Bergthaler  from  their  origin 
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in  the  Bergthal  colony,  had  another  motive  in  addition  to  those 

already  mentioned.  The  Bergthal  colony  was  begun  between  1836  and 

1852  by  a  group  of  landless  families  from  the  Chortitza  colony. 

The  colony  grew  to  include  five  himdred  families  living  in  five 

villages.  The  settlement  eventually  proved  economically  unfeasible 

32 

due  to  the  unfavourable  agricultural  conditions. 

On  the  part  of  the  Mennonite  delegates  from  Russia,  there  was 
a  general  favourable  impression  of  what  Canada  had  to  offer.  At  the 
conclusion  of  the  land  tours,  the  delegates  received  the  follovring 
list  of  fifteen  conditions  regarding  Meimonite  emigration,  in  a 
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letter  from  John  Lowe,  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture, 
The  conditions  were  as  follows: 

"1,  An  entire  exemption  from  military  service  is 
by  law  and  Order-in-Council  granted  to  the 
Denomination  of  Christians  called  Mennonites, 

2,  An  Order-in-Council  was  passed  on  the  3rd 
March  last  to  reserve  eight  tomships  in  the 
Province  of  Manitoba  for  free  grants  on  the 
conditions  of  settlement  as  provided  in  the 
Dominion  Lands  Act,  that  is  to  say,  ’Any 
person  who  is  head  of  a  family  or  has  obtained 
the  age  of  21  years  shall  be  entitled  to  be 
entered  for  section  or  a  less  quantity  of 
unappropriated  Dominion  lands,  for  a  purpose 
of  securing  a  homestead  right  in  respect 
thereof, ' 

3,  The  said  reserve  of  eight  townships  is  for 
the  exclusive  use  of  the  Mennonites,  and  the 
said  free  grants  of  ^  section  to  consist  of 
160  acres  each,  as  defined  by  the  Act, 

4.  Should  the  Mennonite  Settlement  extend 
beyond  the  eight  townships  set  aside  by 
Order-in-Council  of  March  3rd  last ,  other 
townships  will  be  in  the  same  way  reserved 
to  meet  the  full  requirements  of  Mennonite 
immigration, 

5.  If  next  spring  the  Mennonite  settlers  on 
viewing  the  eight  townships  set  aside  for 
their  use  should  decide  to  exchange  them 
for  any  other  unoccupied  eight  townships, 
such  exchange  will  be  allowed. 
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In  addition  to  the  free  grant  of  ^  section 
or  160  acres  to  every  person  over  21  years 
of  age  on  the  condition  of  settlement  the 
rights  to  purchase  the  remaining  3/4  of  the 
section  at  $1.00  per  acre  is  granted  by  law 
so  as  to  complete  the  whole  section  of  64O 
acres  which  is  the  largest  quantity  of  land 
the  Government  will  grant  a  patent  for  to 
one  person. 

The  settler  will  receive  a  patent  for  a 
free  grant  after  three  years  residence  in 
accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  Dominion 
Lands  Act. 

In  event  of  the  death  of  the  settler,  the 
lawful  heirs  can  claim  the  patent  for  the 
free  grant  upon  proof  that  settlement  duties 
for  three  years  have  been  performed. 

From  the  moment  of  occupation  the  settler 
acquires  a  "homestead  right"  in  the  land. 

The  fullest  privilege  of  exercising  their 
religious  principles  is  by  law  afforded 
to  the  Mennonites  v/ithout  any  kind  of 
molestation  or  restriction  whatever,  and 
the  same  privilege  extends  to  the  education 
of  their  children  in  schools. 

The  privilege  of  affirming  instead  of 
making  affidavits  is  afforded  by  lav;. 

The  Government  of  Canada  will  undertake 
to  furnish  passenger  v/arrants  from  Hamburg 
to  Fort  Garry  for  Mennonite  families  of 
good  characters  for  the  sum  of  $30.00  for 
adult  persons  over  the  age  of  eight  years, 
for  persons  under  eight  years  half  price  or 
$15.00  and  for  infants  under  one  year,  $3.00. 

The  llinister  specially  authorizes  me  to 
state  that  this  arrangement  as  to  price 
shall  not  be  changed  for  the  seasons  of 

1874,  1875,  or  I876. 


I  am  further  to  state  that  if  it  is 
changed  thereafter  the  price  shall  not 
up  to  the  year  1882  exceed  $40.00  per 
adult  and  children  in  proportion,  subject 
to  the  approval  of  Parliament . 

The  immigrants  will  be  provided  with 
provisions  on  the  portion  of  the  journey 
between  Liverpool  and  Collingwood  but 
between  other  portions  of  the  journey 


they  are  to  find  their  ovm  provisions. 
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The  Mennonites  agreed  to  the  above-mentioned  conditions  and  began 
to  prepare  for  the  mass  movement  to  Canada. 
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SETTLETffiMTS  IN  CANADA 


The  area  chosen  by  the  Mennonite  advance  delegation  was  within 
the  newly  opened  lands  of  southern  Manitoba,  Two  different  tracts 
of  land  were  reserved  by  the  Dominion  Government  for  settlement  by 
Mennonites  only.  The  first  reserve  was  east  of  the  Red  River,  It 
contained  eight  townships  in  its  original  state.  This  reserve  was 
established  and  settled  in  1873 •  The  second  reserve,  the  West  Reserve 
was  established  several  years  later  in  a  location  west  of  the  first. 

It  consisted  of  mostly  prairie  lands,  unlike  the  treed  and  marshy 
East  Reserve  (see  Figure  4) • 

For  the  most  part,  the  land  proved  suitable  for  agriculture 
of  the  type  carried  on  by  the  Mennonites  in  the  Russian  Steppes, 

To  this  group  of  Mennonites  belongs  the  distinction  of  having  been 
the  first  to  dem*onstrate  successfully  that  agriculture  could  be 
carried  out  on  the  treeless  plains  of  the  Canadian  West, 

The  success  of  their  settlements  in  southern  Manitoba  was 
proof  that  a  good  quality  agricultural  life  could  be  obtained  on 
the  open  plain.  Previous  settlers  had  shunned  the  open  prairie, 
preferring  iUvStead  the  woodlands  and  fertile  river  bottom  lands. 

The  trend  was  changi-ng  and  was  marked  by  these  first  Mennonite 
settlements. 

For  the  most  part ,  the  Mennonites  established  colonies  in 
Manitoba  in  much  the  same  way  they  had  established  daughter  colonies 
in  Russia,  Under  the  Russian  Colonial  Law,  thc^'  had  established 
semi-autonomous  nucleated  agricultural  villages  with  an  associated 
open  field  or  communal  economy.  The  migration  to  Manitoba  proved 
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to  be  a  wholesale  transfer  of  the  same  settlement  pattern  including 
the  open  field  economy.  In  the  initial  subsistence  or  pioneering 
period,  the  open  field  system  proved  very  successful,  but  encountered 
difficulty  as  the  Mennonites  began  to  adopt  the  commercial  grain 
industry.  This  aspect  of  Mennonite  development  will  be  discussed 
in  more  detail  later  with  reference  to  the  survival  of  the  total 
settlement  pattern. 

Less  than  twenty  years  after  the  establishment  of  the  Manitoba 
colonies,  the  first  out-migrations  occurred.  This  migration  began 
in  1893  and  was  directed  to  the  formation  of  a  colony  south  of 
Rosthern,  Saskatchewan,  This  colony  was  supported  by  the  Rheinland 
Mennonite  Association  of  Manitoba,  Various  Mennonite  factions 
participated  in  the  movement  to  the  Rosthern  area.  The  general 
movement  included  a  large  group  of  Old  Colonists  from  the  West 
Reserve  in  Manitoba.  These  Old  Colonists  carried  vrith  them  the 
strassendorf  village  system  established  in  Manitoba.  Thus  the 
distinctive  agricultural  settlement  pattern  was  transferred  to  the 

37 

Hague-Osier  area  of  Saskatchewan. 

In  addition  to  the  settlements  in  the  Hague-Osier  area  of 
Saskatchewan,  other  land  was  acquired  for  the  purpose  of  settling 
Mennonites  from  the  Manitoba  Reserves,  The  land  purchased  by 
Mennonites  in  Alberta  and  British  Columbia  was  not  settled  in  the 
strassendorf  village  pattern.  The  reason  for  establishment  of  the 
"old  w^orld"  settlement  only  in  Saskatchewan  will  be  discussed  in  a 
later  chapter.  Although  contiguous  tracts  of  land  were  settled  by 
groups  of  Mennonites ,  the  method  of  settlement  conformed  strictly 
to  the  provisions  of  the  Dominions  Lands  Act. 
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In  1904,  the  Rheinland  Mennonite  Association  of  Manitoba 
made  application  for  land  in  southern  Saskatchewan  south  of  the 
town  of  Swift  Current,  The  land  in  the  amount  of  six  townships 
was  granted  as  a  reserve  to  the  Mennonites.  This  was  to  remain 
reserved  solely  for  the  purposes  of  Mennonite  settlement  until 
1909,  when  what  was  not  taken  up  by  Mennonites  was  to  be  opened 
for  general  settlement. 

Mennonite  settlement  on  the  Swift  Current  Reserve  also  took 
the  form  of  the  strassendorf  villages  characteristic  of  the  Manitoba 
Reserves  and  of  the  Old  Colony  Hague-Osier  settlement.  It  is  these 
settlements  that  form  the  focus  of  this  study. 

In  choosing  Canada,  the  Mennonites  did  not  find  the  ideal 
place  in  which  to  practice  their  religion  and  way  of  life.  They 
were  subject  to  renewed  harassment  with  the  onslaught  of  World 
War  II  when,  as  German  ethnics,  they  were  disfranchised.  Furthermore 
in  the  period  following  the  War,  the  question  of  foreign  language 
instruction  in  schools  was  raised,  mainly  in  connection  with  the 
French/English  dispute.  This  controversy  engulfed  the  Mennonites 
and  their  system  of  education. 

German  was  the  language  of  instruction  in  the  Old  Colony 
Mennonite  schools  and  was- considered  by  the  Mennonite  clergy  as 
essential  to  the  preservation  of  the  Mennonite  culture.  By  denying 
the  use  of  German,  the  Canadian  government  threatened  the  cultural 
survival  of  the  Mennonites,  This  threat  initiated,  as  in  the  past, 
thoughts  of  withdrawal  and  emigration.  In  this  instance  the  country 
chosen  was  Mexico,  where  the  authorities  were  willing  to  grant 
certain  concessions  acceptable  to  the  Mennonites.  As  in  their  other 
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migrations,  it  was  the  conservative  elements  that  left  Canada  for 
Mexico.  These  conservative  elements  were  the  people  most  affected 
by  the  changing  conditions  which  threatened  the  Mennonite  way  of  life. 

Subsequent  migrations  and  movements  have  taken  Mennonites  to 
nearly  all  the  countries  of  the  Americas.  In  general,  Mennonite 
migrations  and  colonization  attempts  have  met  with  varying  degrees 
of  success,  relative  to  the  standard  of  living  of  the  host  country. 

Finally,  there  has  been  a  high  frequency  of  migrations  among 
the  Mennonites.  The  movements  have  been  of  both  internal  and  inter¬ 
national  natures.  The  movement  to  the  settlements  to  be  discussed 
was  of  an  internal  nature,  similar  to  the  movements  resulting  in 
daughter  colonies  in  the  Russian  Ulvraine.  In  the  case  of  this 
study,  the  settlements  to  be  examined  are  daughter  colonies  of  the 
previously  established  Manitoba  colonies  and  will  therefore  be 
examined  in  that  light . 

CONCLUSIONS 

Earlier,  the  early  sixteenth  century  religious  origins  of  the 
group  of  Lov7  Country  Dutch  people  that  eventually  became  Mennonites 
were  discussed.  In  addition,  the  discussion  broadened  to  include 
a  brief  survey  of  the  migrations  of  the  group  and  their  spread 
throughout  the  VJestem  World. 

Soon  after  the  advent  of  Mennonitism,  many  members  of  the 
religious  group  took  up  residence  in  the  Vistula  Delta  of  Poland 
(later  Prussia).  The  nature  of  the  physical  environment  and  the 
farming  methods  required  favoured  the  formation  of  isolated 
co-operative  group  settlements.  Within  the  settlements,  social 
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and  economic  activities  were  confined  largely  to  group  members. 

These  settlements  were  initially  allowed  a  certain  amount  of  local 
autonomy  under  their  own  elected  local  officials,  and  this  tended 
to  isolate  the  Mennonite  community  from  the  larger  society. 

Given  the  above  situation,  it  was  natural  that  a  separation 
began  to  occur  between  the  Mennonite  colonies  and  the  larger 
society.  This  differentiation  was  further  strenghtened  by  the 
Mennonite  religion  and  their  Germanic  language  which  set  them 
apart  from  their  Polish  neighbours. 

After  the  Polish  or  West  Prussian  Vistula  Delta  area  became 

unsuitable  for  the  survival  of  the  Mennonite  way  of  life,  the 

Mennonites  were  forced  to  migrate  into  yet  another  cultural  area. 

In  the  Russian  Ukraine  they  settled  in  the  sparsely  populated 

steppes.  Under  the  Russian  Colonial  Law  they  were  encouraged  to 

38 

enjoy  local  autonomy  within  their  \rillage  communes.  This  fact 
blocked  possibilities  of  assimilation  into  the  larger  society. 

The  village  administration  owned  the  land  within  designated 
confines  and  exercised  a  large  measure  of  social  and  economic 
control  over  all  of  the  village  inhabitants.  In  addition,  the 
open  field  system,  introduced  into  the  Mennonite  settlements  shortly 
after  the  first  migration  from  Prussia,  combined  with  the  closed 
village  habitat,  tended  to  lend  solidarity,  through  co-operation, 
to  the  group,  eventually  developing  into  a  "well-integrated  social 
organism" Further  developing  their  isolation,  the  Mennonites 
adopted  a  system  of  elected  lay  preachers  for  their  churches, 
and  this  effectively  stifled  higher  learning,  worldliness,  worldly 
ambitions,  or  conspicuous  behavious,  which  was  not  condusive  to  the 
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development  of  strong  individual  leaders 

The  Russians  advocated  the  social,  economic,  and  religious 

separation  of  the  Mennonites.  In  the  initial  stages  of  settlement 

the  Russian  institutional  framework,  especially  the  government  and 

the  economy,  aided  the  establishment  of  the  Mennonites,  but  very 

quickly,  they  were  expected  to  organize  themselves  into  a  self- 

sufficient,  self-regulating  system  of  colonies.  The  Russian 

authorities  considered  the  German-speaking  Mennonites  as  foreigners 

and  heretics.  Thus  it  was  expedient  that  they  be  sealed  off  from 

I  1 

the  rest  of  the  Russian  population.^ 

Finally,  the  social  system  thus  developed  allowed  only  a 
minimum  of  outside  contact.  Mennonite  prosperity  was  made  dependent 
on  the  wide  use  of  the  natural  resources  within  the  limits  of  the 
colony.  The  whole  system  was  sanctioned  by  the  Russian  authorities 
and  by  the  late  nineteenth  century,  the  Mennonites  had  become  a 
distinctive  people  vnlth  well-developed  institutions  to  deal  with 
religion,  education,  and  civil  order. 

Today  the  term  "Mennonite"  means  more  than  an  affiliation  with 
a  particular  fundamentalist  Protestant  sect.  The  word  Mennonite 
includes  a  wide  range  of  degrees  of  conservatism.  On  one  end  of 
the  scale  are  the  modern  evangelical  Mennonite  churches  which  are 
surficially  indistinguishable  from  other  Protestant  church  groups. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  scale  is  balanced  by  the  most  conservative 
group  represented  by  the  "Altkolonier"  (Old  Colony)  and  the  Amish 
Mennonites.  This  latter  group,  especially  the  Amish  Mennonites, 
are  characterized  by  a  strict  adherence  to  a  very  conservative  way 
of  life,  which  includes  the  maintenance  of  austere  dress  codes  and 
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and  the  refusal  to  use  any  of  the  modem  conveniences,  including  the 
use  of  modern  agricultural  equipment.  In  these  more  conservative 
groups,  being  a  Mennonite  has  become  more  than  a  religion;  it  is 
a  total  way  of  life.  Thus,  in  definition,  the  conservative  groups 
have  become  ethnic  groups  with  their  own  culture,  language,  and 
religion. 

Migration  to  Canada  had  effects  on  the  social  development  of 
the  Mennonite  people.  New  schisms  appeared  in  the  existing  groups 
when  the  "old  world"  peasant  economy  encountered  the  concept  of 
commercial  agriculture  in  the  Canadian  west.  As  shall  be  discussed 
later,  these  factors  had  a  direct  bearing  on  the  nature  and  survival 
of  the  Old  Colony  Mennonite  settlements  in  Saskatchewan. 
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CHAPTER  TWO 


FOOTNOTES 


1 

The  term  strassendorf  refers  to  the  village  pattern  which 
consists  of  one  street  with  the  individual  lots  on  either  side  of 
this  street*  The  lots  vary  in  size  according  to  the  area  of  settle¬ 
ment  ,  but  usually  contained  all  farm  faciD-ities  including  the 
connected  house-and-bam,  livestock  facilities,  machinery  storage, 
as  V7ell  as  household  garden  plots. 

2 

John  Warkentin,  "Mennonite  Agricultural  Settlement  of 
Southern  Manitoba,”  Geographical  Review,  XLIX,  3  (1959). 

3 

Jotin  C.  Wenger,  Glimpses  of  Mennonite  History  and  Doctrine, 
(Scottdale,  Pa,:  Herald  Press,  1947) »  P*  18. 

^C.  Henry  Smith,  The  Story  of  the  Mennonites,  (Newton, 
Kansas;  Mennonite  Publication  Office,  1957jf  p.  S, 

^Ibid.,  p.  13* 

^Ibid.,  p.  16. 

7 

Ibid.,  p,  18, 

g 

E,  K.  Francis,  In  Search  of  Utopia:  The  Mennonites  of 
Manitoba^  (Altona,  Manitoba:  D.  W,  Friesen  and  Sons^TTd.,  1955) » 

p.  12. 

’’Eventually  even  Anabaptist  congregations  having  no  direct 
connection  with  Menno’s  (Simon)  movement  became  known  as  Mennonites, 
a  generic  term  used  today  synonomous  with  Evangelical  Anabaptists.” 

The  term  as  used  here  refers  to  the  descendents  of  the 
Dutch  Anabaptists  (Mennonites)  v;ho  fled  successively  to  Prussia, 
Russia,  and  then  to  North  America. 

9 

Ferdinand  P,  Schultz,  A  History  of  the  Settlement  of 
German  Merinonites  from  Russia,  at  Mountain  Lake,  Minnesota, 

(Minneapolis:  Fletcher  Press'  1933),  p.  16. 

1  0 

Wenger,  op,  cit,,  pp.  214  -  228. 

11 

Francis,  op.  cit,,  p,  12, 

1  2 

Schultz,  op.  cit.,  p.  12, 
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13 

The  Mennonites  moved  into  the  Danzig  area,  onto  the  delta  of 
the  Vistula  and  Nogat  Rivers,  The  area  v^as  marshy  land  well  below 
sea  level.  The  dykes  built  by  the  Teutonic  Knights  during  reclama¬ 
tion  in  the  thirteenth,  fourteenth,  and  fifteenth  centuries  were 
largely  ruined  and  the  land  was  again  flooded,  Dutch  entrepreneurs 
offered  restoration  by  inviting  Mennonites  from  the  Netherlands,  who 
were  skilled  dyke  builders,  to  settle  in  the  area.  More  Mennonites 
followed,  as  persecution  in  the  Netherlands  increased  and  as  the 
reputation  of  the  Mennonites  as  reclamation  experts  grew  and  spread. 
The  Vistula-Nogat  delta  came  under  control  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Prussia  after  the  first  partition  of  Poland  in  1772.  This  change  in 
government  and  the  lack  of  tolerance  associated  with  it  eventually 
led  to  the  migration  of  Mennonites  to  Russia  from  the  Vistula-Nogat 
delta  after  nearly  one  hundred  years  of  settlement. 


Penner,  "West  Prussian  Mennonites  Through  Four  Centuries, 
Mennonite  Qaarterly  Review,  XXIII  (1949),  p.  232. 

^^Ibid.,  p,  237. 
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E,  K,  Francis,  "The  Russian  Mennonites:  From  Religious 
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CHAPTER  THREE 


SETTLEMENT  IN  MANITOBA 


INTRODUCTION 

The  Manitoba  Mennonites  originated  from  a  larger  group  of 
dissatisfied  coreligionists  leaving  Russia  for  North  America.  They 
left  in  the  face  of  increasing  pressure  of  ’’Russification" ,  which 
tlireatened  to  destroy  the  Mennonite  institutions.  In  order  to  preserve 
these  institutions,  a  group  of  eighteen  thousand  Mennonites  from 
various  settlements  in  the  Russian  Ukraine  decided  to  migrate  to 
North  America  after  1873.  Approximately  eight  thousand  of  this 
larger  group  chose  a  southern  Manitoba  location  as  opposed  to  the 
various  United  States  alternatives. 

Early  in  1873 ,  there  were  mutual  overtures  made  by  the  Canadian 
government  and  by  Mennonite  representatives,  and  an  exchange  of 
information  took  place,  A  movement  of  this  nature  was  seen  as 
mutually  beneficial  for  two  of  the  parties  concerned,  while  the 
Russian  government  objected,  but  allowed  the  migration. 

The  Canadian  government  was  desirous  of  settling  the  West  in 
order  to  thwart  any  possible  invasion  of  Americans  across  the  forty- 
ninth  parallel  into  the  newly  acquired  Rupert’s  Land.  In  addition, 
to  ensure  the  economic  viability  of  the  transcontinental  railroad 
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link  between  British  Columbia  and  the  rest  of  Canada,  it  was  imperative 

that  the  Plains  between  be  settled  by  agricultural  people.  Finally, 

in  wider  national  perspective,  large  scale  immigration  was  necessary 

to  develop  the  agricultural  hinterland,  which  in  turn  was  essential 

to  the  industrial  development  of  Central  Canada,  The  Mennonites  were 

desirous  of  leaving  Russia  and  v/ere  ready  to  accept  a  host  country 

that  would  provide  the  social  environment  that  the  Russian  government 

was  in  the  process  of  destroying.^ 

Shortly  after  the  initial  contact  and  exchange  of  information, 

a  twelve-man  delegation  of  Mennonites  from  various  colonies  in  Russia 

visited  the  land  available  in  both  the  United  States  and  Canada.  The 

Canadian  land  was  located  in  the  area  of  what  later  became  the  East 

Reserve.  The  land  examined  in  Manitoba  was  found  to  be  marshy  in 

areas  and  excessively  dry  and  subject  to  drought  in  others.  The 

climate  and  the  native  population  were  considered  by  some  as  other 

negative  aspects  of  the  land  in  Manitoba o  This  is  evidenced  by  the 

following  excerpts  from  the  diaries  of  delegation  members: 

"At  some  places  the  land  is  good,  but  railroad 
facilities  are  poor..oThe  lumber  for  building 
purposes  must  be  shipped  by  way  of  the  Red 
River  from  Minnesota o . .Grasshoppers  are  plenti¬ 
ful.  The  price  of  stock  and  agricultural 
implements  is  more  reasonable  in  the  United 
States  than  in  Manitoba,  and  if  the  same  is 
shipped  across  the  boundary  a  duty  must  be  paid 
on  it."^ 

Furthermore,  another  delegation  member  appeared  to  favour  a  re¬ 
examination  of  United  States  land  as  another  more  suitable  possibility: 

"...five  of  the  deputation  determined  to 
accompany  me  to  Dakota,  as  v/e  were  fully 
satisfied  with  our  experience  there.  Manitoba 
has  a  good  soil  -  and  good  water  at  some  places, 
but  it  has  not  much  facilities  for  transporta¬ 
tion  to  or  from  -  and  the  inhabitants  are  nearly 
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all  half-breeds,  Indians,  a  poor,  shiftless 
race  of  people,  and  I  can  not  recoinmend  it  as 
a  good  place  for  settlement , "3 

According  to  the  above,  it  would  then  seem  that  Manitoba 

initially  proved  to  be  quite  undesirable  as  a  potential  home  for  the 

Mennonites,  The  que£5tion  then  arises  as  to  why  more  than  one-third 

of  the  eighteen  thousand  Mennonites  leaving  Russia  decided  to  settle 

in  Manitoba.  It  appears  that  the  question  of  land  quality  was  not 

of  primary  concern  to  at  least  one  segment  of  this  larger  group. 

This  portion  of  the  larger  group  viewed  the  question  of  ’’freedom  of 

conscience”  to.be  uppermost.  The  eight  thousand  Mennonites  who 

chose  Canada  felt  that  the  exemption  from  military  service  could  be 

more  easily  obtained  in  Canada  than  it  could  in  the  United  States, 

The  reason  for  this  opinion  was  formed  during  the  visit  to  the 

United  States  by  delegation  members o  Wtiile  there,  contact  vras  made 

with  the  Hutterian  Brethern,  a  similar  Anabaptist  group.  Military 

service  exemption  had  been  denied  them  as  had  the  request  for  control 

over  the  administration  of  their  own  schools .  These  issues  were  of 

major  importance  to  the  conservative  members  of  the  Mennonite 

congregations.  Thus,  the  experience  of  the  Hutterian  Brethern  in 

the  United  States  undoubtedly  played  a  role  in  diverting  a  considerable 

number  of  emigratiig  Russian  Mennonites  to  Canada.^ 

In  addition  to  the  above,  land  in  Canada,  although  of  a  lower 

quality,  could  be  obtained  at  prices  much  lower  than  available  land 

in  the  United  States,  Land  granted  under  the  Dominion  Lands  Act  in 

I873  was  free  for  the  first  I6O  acres.  Additional  land  in  the  amount 

of  A80  acres  per  person  could  be  purchased  for  $1,00  an  acre.  In 

the  United  States,  land  was  available  at  $3.00  an  acre,  and  there  was 
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no  free  grant. 

As  a  direct  result  of  the  above  circumstances  the  more 
conservative  element  and  the  poorer  element  of  the  migratD_ng  Menn- 
onite  group  chose  'lanitoba  over  an.d  above  the  united  States.^ 

According  to  conditions  laid  down  by  the  federal  government  in 
a  letter  from  the  Department  of  Agriculture  to  the  Mennonite 
representatives  (see  Appendix  3),  the  Mennonite  migrants  were  to  be 
given  special  rights  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  eight  townships 
known  as  the  East  Reserve.  It  was  located  about  thirty  miles  south¬ 
east  of  Winnipeg,  Manitoba  (see  Figure  U) ,  The  most  important  of 
these  special  rights  included  the  exclusive  right  bo  homestead  the 
land  within  the  reserved  areas,  thereby  providing  insurance  against 
the  intrusion  by  non-Mennonite  elements  Into  the  settlement  area. 

The  Memonites  were  to  homestead  the  land  under  the  conditions 
of  the  Dominion  Lands  Act,  airiended  later  in  I876  to  allow  the 
Mennonites  the  opportunity  of  re-establishing  the  settlement  form 
to  which  they  had  become  accustomed  in  the  Russian  Ukraine. 

By  special  Order s-dji -Coun cil ,  land  totalling  nine  hundred  square 
miles  was  reserved  for  settlem.ent  exclusively  by  Mennonites.  In  1873 
the  East  Reserve,  totalling  eight  townships  or  288  square  miles,  was 
chosen.  The  Mennonites  began  arriving  and  occupying  the  land  in  1874 
The  quality  of  the  land  in  this  initial  settlement  area  had  never 
satisfied  the  Mennonites  and  was  not  of  sufficient  quantity  to  accom¬ 
modate  all  of  the  forty  thousand  Mennonites  expected  to  migrate  to 
Canada.  This  was  an  optimistic  figure  as  only  eighteen  thousand 
Mennonites  left  Russia  during  this  period,  and  only  eight  thousand 
settled  in  Canada.  Nonetheless,  the  land  set  aside  was  not  enough 
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to  accoiiTiiiodate  those  Mennonites  that  did  come.  The  delegates  asked, 
therefore,  that  they  be  allowed  the  right  to  select,  at  a  later  date, 
a  parcel  of  land  subject  to  the  same  conditions  as  the  original  grant. 

Shortly  after  the  initial  settlement  in  the  East  Reserve, 
another  Order-in -Council  was  issued,  and  according  to  the  above- 
mentioned  agreement ,  reserved  a  larger  tract  of  land  south  of  the 
original  grant  and  west  of  the  Red  River.  In  1875 >  the  incoming 
Mennonites,  as  well  as  some  from  the  East  Reserve,  began  to  settle 
the  seventeen  townships  or  612  square  miles  of  what  was  referred  to 
as  the  West  Reserve. 

The  process  of  occupying  the  land  was  unusual  but  simple.  A 
group  of  would-be  settlers,  generally  relatives,  friends,  or  members 
of  the  same  congregation,  banded  together,  pooling  their  individually- 
deeded  homestead  quarter-sections  in  order  that  the  semi-communal 
village  pattern  could  be  established.  Tl-ie  villagers  all  agreed  to  a 

s 

number  of  conditions,  including  not  to  sell  their  land  to  anyone  of 

whom  the  village  population  as  a  whole  had  not  approved.  The 

co-operative  association  was  voluntary,  with  each  member  agreeing  to 

abide  with  the  by-laws  of  the  resultant  village  in  order  that  all 

might  benefit  equally  from  the  quality  and  quantity  of  land  available 

7 

to  the  village. 

The  group  of  villagers,  usually  eight  to  thirty  families,  chose 
its  individual  homestead  quarter-sections  with  respect  to  what  the 
group  decided  was  needed  by  way  of  arable  land,  woodland,  pasture, 
water  and  other  natural  resources.  The  village  site  was  chosen  to 
be  central  within  the  available  land,  generally  an  intentionally 
contiguous  block,  which  was  apportioned  into  individual  village  lots 
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or  farm  yards,  fields  and  pastures.  In  this  way,  the  village  land 
was  divided  so  that  each  farmer  received  an  equitable  share  of 
suitable  land.  Thus  the  Manitoba  Mennonites  were  able  to  establish 
a  unique  settlement  pattern,  which  has  survived  in  part  to  the 
present  day. 

Through  the  series  of  migrations,  which  characterized  the 
Mennonite  people  from  their  origin  in  the  Netherlands,  they  developed 
from  a  religious  group  into  an  ethnic  group  with  cultural  trappings 
peculiar  to  themselves.  The  origin  of  the  linear  settlement  form 
characteristic  of  the  Old  Colony  Mennonites  in  Saskatchewan  today 
is  the  subject  of  discussion  in  the  following  section  of  the  study. 

The  agricultural  village  settlement  pattern  used  by  the  Mennonites 
is  not  unique,  in  Canada,  to  them.  The  linear  village  form  bears 
some  similarity  to  the  linear  settlements  that  the  French  established 
in  Canada  as  early  as  the  sixteenth  century.  The  French  pattern,  as 
does  the  Mennonite  pattern,  finds  its  roots  in  the  antecedent 

g 

European  patterns.  In  addition,  it  bears  resemblance  to  the  village 
pattern  established  by  the  Doukhobors  around  the  turn  of  the 
nineteenth  century.  This  latter  pattern  is  today  only  barely 
discernible  in  the  areas  of  Saskatchewan  in  which  it  was  established. 

In  the  Marschhufendorf  type  of  settlement  form,  buildings  are 

9 

located  along  the  village  road  or  along  a  river.  The  agricultural 
land  lies  around  the  village,  and  is  divided  into  long  narrow  strips 
lying  at  right  angles  to  the  village  orientation.  The  land  use 
intensity  characteristically  decreases  with  distance  from  the 
farmstead,  with  woodlots  and  common  land  at  the  greatest  distance 
from  the  house  (see  first  strassendorf  plan.  Figure  5). 
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Figure  5 


The  similarity  between  the  above  and  the  Mennonite  agricultural 
village  is  limited  to  the  basic  form.  In  the  Mennonite  village, 
houses  were  located  on  one  or  both  sides  of  a  road,  and  in  Manitoba, 
along  both  a  river  and  a  road  with  the  river  at  the  rear  and  houses 
on  only  one  side  of  the  road,  with  the  spacing  of  houses  dependent 
on  the  village  lot  size. 

Unlike  the  form  mentioned  previously,  the  Mennonite  village  lot 
or  farm  yard  comprised  only  enough  area  to  build  the  house  and  out¬ 
buildings,  pasture  a  few  cattle,  and  enough  arable  land  for  garden 
use.  The  rest  of  the  individual  farmer’s  share  of  land  was  located 
outside  the  village  proper  and  was  arranged  in  the  open  field  system 
as  discussed  earlier. 

The  arrangement  of  village  and  open  field  system  v/as  adopted 

10 

widely  in  Europe  during  the  tenth  century.  The  open  field  system 

v/as  generally  associated  v/ith  the  Haufendorf  and  Angerdorf  village 

forms  rather  than  the  line  or  street  village  or  Marschhufendorf  form 

11 

characteristic  of  the  Mennonite  village  form.  The  Mennonites 

seem  to  have  adopted  a  peculiar  pattern  of  line  village  and  open 
12 

field  system.  How  and  why  the  Mennonites  adopted  this  arrangement 
can  be  answered  in  their  historical  experience. 

The  Mennonites  were  invited  into  Prussia  in  groups  by  various 
Prussian  land  owners.  They  v/ere  to  open  up  the  more  undesirable 
and  underpopulated  areas  of  Prussia  as  part  of  the  general  program 
of  economic  and  social  improvement  carried  out  by  the  European 
monarchs  of  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  centuries.  The  Mennonites 
have  been  credited  with  mailing  much  of  the  formerly  useless  swamp 


land  into  valuable  arable  land 
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In  Pmssia,  the  Mennonites  organized  themselves  initially  into 


long  narrow  line  settlements  fashioned  after  the  Marschhuf endorf , 
which  was  a  common  form  of  settlement  in  Northern  Europe  at  the 
time.  The  houses  forming  a  village  were  placed  in  a  long  row, 
usually  along  the  bank  of  a  river,  with  the  distance  between  the 
houses  greater  than  the  distance  later  found  between  houses  in  the 
Manitoba  villages,  Mennonites  coming  into  Prussia  at  later  dates 
established  the  Angerdorf  as  the  settlement  form  v/here  the  buildings 
were  arranged  casually  around  a  central  elongated  square  (see 
Figure  5) •  Th®  land  controlled  by  the  Mennonite  villages  was  not 
operated  according  to  the  communal  open  field  system  even  though  the 
practice  was  common  in  surrounding  Prussia  from  the  Middle  Ages 
onward. 

The  land  was  owned  and  operated  by  the  individual  agricultural 
villagers,  while  the  community  organization  was  copied  from  that 
which  the  Mennonites  were  familiar  with  in  the  Netherlands,  The 
villages  of -Holland  from  which  the  Mennonites  came,  and  those  in 
Prussia  which  they  established,  required  a  high  degree  of  co-operation 
in  order  to  maintain  the  elaborate  system  of  dykes  and  drainage 
ditches.  The  villages  were  administered  by  elected  officials,  the 
head  of  whom  was  the  "Schulze" .  There  is  no  evidence  that  the 
Mennonite  church  controlled  the  civil  government  as  it  later  did 
in  Russia, 

The  population  of  the  various  Prussian  settlements  vias  not 
necessarily  solely  Mennonite,  but  was  interspersed  with  other 
Dutch  people  of  various  religious  affiliations.  However,  there  is 
evidence  that  the  "Waisenanat"  (orphan  welfare)  and  a  fire  insurance 
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scheme,  later  closely  connected  with  the  Mennonite  church  and 
Mennonite  communities,  did  originate  with  the  Mennonites  from  the 
co-operative  villages  of  Prussia,  ^ 

Removal  of  the  Mennonites  to  Russia  followed  Catherine  II 's 
general  invitation  to  all  Europeans,  excepting  Jews,  She  provided 
for  free  land  to  be  settled  by  groups,  preferrably  of  sdjnilar 
ethnic,  national,  or  religious  affiliation.  The  free  land  for  the 
groups  was  termed  the  "volost",  which  was  a  "collective  and 
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indivisable  property"  belonging  to  a  particular  foreign  colony,  ^ 

In  the  case  of  the  Mennonite  settlements,  the  "volost"  was 
apportioned  into  I’^^-Q.cve  plots  which  became  the  heritable  property 
of  individual  families.  The  land  not  needed  for  homesteads  at  the 
time  of  initial  settlement  was  used  as  village  common  land.  This 
was  used  for  common  pasture,  woodland  or  lease  land,  the  income  from 
which  went  to  the  village  treasury. 

The  village  operated  under  an  agreement  binding  village  members 
to  a  number  of  provisions.  The  provisions  were  enforced  by  the 
local  Mennonite  government  which  was  closely  allied  with  the  church. 
Failure  to  abide  by  the  colony  by-laws  could  result  in  excommunica¬ 
tion  from  the  church,  expulsion  from  the  colony,  and  loss  of  the 
special  rights  and  privileges  enjoyed  by  the  colony  under  the 
Russian  Colonial  Law, 

Land  was  owned  by  the  family  in  permanent  usufruct  unless  the 
family  should  die  out,  whereupon  the  land  reverted  to  the  village. 
This  land  was  not  to  be  sold,  mortgaged,  or  p  rtitioned,  thus  it 
always  remained  within  the  domain  of  the  government  of  the  colony. 

In  this  way  the  Russian  Imperial  government  kept  the  Mennonites  and 
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other  ethnic  groups  segregated  and  the  Mennonites  managed  to  achieve 
protection  from  intrusion  by  "outsiders’*. 

There  were  two  factors  influencing  the  change  in  settlement 
pattern.  First,  the  Russian  authorities  themselves,  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  Code  of  1842,  through  the  various  Russian  Colonial  Laws 
of  the  early  nineteenth  century,  instigated  change.  Second,  the 
newly  acquired  nomadic  neighbours  led  to  changes  in  the  settlement 
pattern  established  by  the  new  colonies. 

The  Russian  authorities  instigated  the  redivision  of  the  "volost" 
into  large  open  fields  with  each  field  divided  into  long  narrow 
strips  farmed  individually  by  the  Mennonite  farmers.  This  was  a  one¬ 
time  redivision  to  improve  the  quality  of  agriculture  within  the 

Mennonite  settlements.  The  redistribution  of  land  resulted  in  a 

17 

change  from  the  former  method  of  landholding. 

The  constant  attacks  by  their  nomadic  neighbours  led  the 

Mennonites  to  consolidate  their  villages  rather  than  to  maintain  the 

long  drawn  out  Marschhufendorf .  The  resultant  settlement  form  was 

a  linear  village  with  buildings  relatively  close  together  an.d  along 

one  or  both  sides  of  a  central  street.  This  village  pattern  came 

18 

to  be  associated  with  the  open  field  system  of  agriculture. 

The  Mennonites  adapted  their  settlement  form  to  accommodate 
the  Russian  influence  while  maintaining  the  general  linear  form 
which  originated  in  the  Marschhufendorf  in  Holland  and  Pmssia. 

Thus,  the  settlement  pattern  which  was  carried  to  Manitoba  was  a 
result  of  the  past  Prussian  experience  and  the  lore  immediate 
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MANITOBA  SETTLEMENT  PATTEM  AND  VILLAGE  MORPHOLOGY 


Each  farmer  was  eligible  to  receive  160  acres  of  free  homestead 
land  from  the  federal  government.  A  group  of  Mennonite  farmers, 
usually  relatives,  friends  in  Russia,  or  even  just  members  of  the 
same  congregation,  would  pool  their  homestead  land  after  agreeing 
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to  a  number  of  provisions.  One  such  agreement  has  been  preserved. 

This  agreement  refers  to  the  willingness  of  the  participants 

to  establish  village  communities  like  those  they  had  established 

in  Russia  with  the  associated  communal  land  use  system.  The 

arrangement  also  outlines  the  duties  of  each  villager  with  regard 

to  taxes  and  schools.  Each  villager  also  voluntarily  agreed  not  to 

sell  his  land  to  a  person  not  approved  of  by  the  rest  of  the  village 
20 

population.  This  last  point  was  designed  to  maintain  the  group 
insularity  in  the  village  system. 

The  recreation  of  the  Russian  village  environment  is  given  in 
a  hypothetical  example  taken  from  Warkentin’s  study  of  Mennonite 
settlements  in  Manitoba  (see  Figure  6),  The  example  given  in 
Figure  6  supposes  that  the  average  village  will  be  composed  of  twenty 
families.  The  head  of  each  family  will  receive  a  quarter-section 
of  land  from  the  federal  government.  The  available  land  for  the 
village  then  totals  five  sections  or  five  square  miles  of  land. 
Ideally,  the  land  vjould  be  chosen  in  such  a  way  as  to  form  one 
contiguous  block  as  in  Figure  6 ,  The  village  site  was  then  located 
centrally  to  the  village  land  and  division  into  fields  and  pastures 
could  begin.  The  village  land  or  ”flur”  was  c.ivided  into  large 
fields  or  "gewanne" ,  These  "gewanne"  were  further  divided  into 
long  narrow  strips  of  individually  farmed  fields  termed  "kagel" 
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IDEALIZED  MENNONITE  VILLAGE 
OF  TWENTY  MEMBERS 


!  ”*  I  Village  loh  and  residences 


Field  strips  (Kagle) 


Common  pasture 
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CompiW  from  J.  Worker#in.  Menrionit?  Agriculfufol  SeFtlemeots  of  Southefrr  Monifobo.  Geographicol  Review  ,  Vol.  *19.  3  (1959)  p.  344. 


Figure  6 
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The  non-arable  land  was  used  for  common  pasture  in  which  each 
villager  enjoyed  communal  rights.  Furthermore,  each  farmer  received 
a  village  lot  upon  which  he  constructed  his  home,  bam,  and  out¬ 
buildings.^^ 

Thus  the  village  settlement  pattern  of  the  Russian  settlements 

was  recreated  with  only  a  few  minor  differences.  The  pattern  v/as 

much  more  regular  in  the  Manitoba  settlements  due  to  the  practice 

of  using  the  rectangular  survey  lines  as  guides  to  the  measurement 
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and  division  of  the  various  land  parcels. 

This  system  of  village  establishment  was  used  from  the  earliest 
days  of  settlement  in  all  the  villages  in  both  the  East  and  West 
Reserves.  Legal  foundation,  hov/ever,  was  not  given  to  this  practice 
until  1876  when  the  Dominion  Lands  Act  was  amended  to  provide  for 
deviation  from  the  regular  residence  requirement  of  the  Dominion 
Lands  Act  of  1872.^^ 

The  system  used  by  the  Mennonites  had  certain  advantages  over 

the  system  proposed  by  the  Dominion  Lands  Act.  Under  the  latter, 

the  would-be  settler  chose  his  quarter-section  homestead  in  such  a 

way  as  to  provide  for  the  necessary  arable  land,  pasture  land, 

woodland,  and  water  supply.  On  the  other  hand,  under  the  former 

system,  the  would-be  villagers  were  in  effect  able  to  benefit  from 

a  much  larger  area  of  land  which  in  fact  increased  in  area  in 

relationship  to  the  population  of  the  village.  The  resultant  greater 

amount  of  land  could  theoretically  provide  a  greater  resource  base 

2Zl 

and  thus  a  more  equitable  and  desirable  arrar'^ement  of  land  use. 

The  system  worked  well  in  the  West  Reserve  where  the  land 
was  of  a  much  more  uniform  quality  than  was  the  case  in  the  East 
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Reserve  where  the  land  was  of  generally  more  variable  nature.  The 
East  Reserve  was  poorly  drained,  more  heavily  wooded,  and  contained 
many  old  raised  beach  ridges.  Villages  in  the  East  Reserve  were 
often  forced  to  include  land  within  the  "flur"  that  they  would  not 
have  chosen  otherwise,  iu  order  to  make  the  "flur"  a  contiguous 
block.  The  village  of  Blumenort  in  the  East  Reserve  is  an  excellent 
example  of  this  situation.  Only  a  small  portion  of  the  Blumenort 
”flur"  was  actually  used  for  arable  agriculture  while  the  rest 
remained  unused  bushland. 

This  type  of  situation  was  quite  common  and  in  some  cases 
resulted  in  villages  without  enough  arable  land  to  allow  each  of 
its  members  to  derive  an  adequate  living  from  his  share  of  village 
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land.  It  was  this  fact,  among  others,  that  led  to  modification 
in  land  use  and  the  demise  of  some  villages. 

All  of  the  more  than  one  hundred  Mennonite  villages  v/ere  located 
in  such  a  way  as  to  give  members  ease  of  access  to  all  their  farm¬ 
land  in  the  "flur”.  Although  the  Mennonites  in  both  reserves  settled 
in  the  village  pattern,  there  was  a  basic  difference  in  village 
orientation  and  layout  in  the  East  Reserve  as  opposed  to  the  West 
Reserve  (see  Figure  7)* 

The  land  area  of  the  East  Reserve  was  crossed  by  many  creeks 
and  the  importance  of  a  surface  water  supply  influenced  the  location 
of  many  of  the  villages  along  these  creeks.  Generally,  the  village 
lots  were  on  the  order  of  200  feet  wide  and  ^00  feet  or  more  in 
length.  The  lot  fronted  on  the  village  street,  extending  in  length 
to  the  creek.  The  houses  were  located  on  the  street  end  of  the  lot 
and  on  only  one  side  of  that  street.  The  land  area  behind  the  house 
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was  generally  used  for  the  outbuildings,  garden,  equipment  storage, 

and  a  small  private  pasture.  Although  other  villages  were  located 

on  raised  beach  ridges  and  some  were  without  orientation  to  any 

natural  feature,  the  layout  of  the  village  remained  the  same.  In 

all  but  two  cases,  the  villages  of  the  East  Reserve  had  houses 
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located  on  only  one  side  of  the  street  (see  Figure  ?)•  * 

In  the  West  Reserve,  houses  were  located  on  both  sides  of  the 

street  with  only  one  exception.  The  choice  of  village  site  was  less 

restricted  due  to  the  better  drainage  of  the  West  Reserve  and  the 

overall  better  quality  of  the  land.  The  orientation  to  direction  of 

surface  drainage  was  not  as  prominent  in  the  West  Reserve,  Obvious 

attempts  were  made  to  minimize  its  limiting  effect  by  placing  the 

village  street  at  right  angles  to  the  creek,  giving  many  of  the 

villages  a  north-south  orientation  due  to  the  prevailing  east-west 

drainage  pattern.  This  not  only  allowed  for  a  more  equitable  access 

to  the  surface  water  supply  from  both  sides  of  the  street ,  but  also 

facilitated  a  more  equitable  distribution  of  farmland.  The  width 

of  the  individual  lots  was  the  same  in  both  reserves ,  v/hile  the 

length  was  generally  longer,  in  some  cases  as  much  as  one-half  mile. 

There  was  no  consistency  in  lot  length  in  the  West  Reserve  as  it 
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varied  with  the  individual  villages. 

The  village  street  was  ungraded,  varying  in  width  from  100  to 

120  feet  with  a  small  drainage  ditch  on  either  side.  The  villages 

varied  in  length  according  to  the  number  of  farmers  comprising  the 

village  population.  The  length  of  village  seldom  exceeded  one-half 

mile  and  little  difference  existed  between  the  two  reserves ,  even 
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though  the  arrangement  of  houses  did  differ o 
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The  basic  strassendorf  plan  of  the  villages  was  maintained  in 

all  except  two  cases,  one  in  each  of  the  Reserves,  The  deviation 

consisted  of  a  simple  cross  street.  In  the  East  Reserve,  the  growth 

of  some  villages  filled  lots  on  the  vacant  side  of  the  street. 

Eventually  many  of  the  East  Reserve  villages  took  on  the  appearance 

of  the  West  Reserve  villages.  In  addition,  the  vacant  lots  of  the 

East  Reserve  villages  were  used  to  establish  services,  such  as  the 

flour  mill  or  store.  In  the  villages  of  the  West  Reserve,  these 

improvements  had  to  be  built  on  one  of  the  individual  lots  already 

occupied  by  a  farmer’s  buildings.  Thus,  grovrt,h  was  more  easily 
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facilitated  in  the  East  Reserve  village  plan. 

BREAKDOM  AND  MODIFICATION  OF  THE  VILLAGE  SYSTEM 

In  Russia,  the  Mennonites,  as  well  as  other  German  groups,  were 

given  local  autonomy  over  schools,  road  maintenance,  social  welfare 

measures,  and  also  the  appointment  or  election  of  local  officials. 

In  actual  effect,  the  Mennonite  Colonies  in  Russia  were  completely 

autonomous  bodies  within  the  larger  Russian  state.  The  only  official 

contact  with  the  Russian  government  was  through  a. special  commission 

for  foreign  colonies.  This  is  the  administrative  background  which 
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ideally  would  be  transferred  to  the  Manitoba  colonies. 

The  administration  of  the  Manitoba  villages  as  copied  from 
Russia  was  headed  by  the  ’’Schultze”  or  mayor,  who  was  elected  by  the 
"Wirte"  or  landowners.  Other  elected  officials  included  the 
’’Hirtenschultze" ,  who  looked  after  the  administration  of  the  village 
pasture  and  the  " Brands chultze"  who  performed  the  duties  of  the  fire 
marshall.  The  "Schultze"  called  meetings  of  the  "Schultzenbott"  or 
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village  assembly,  made  up  of  the  landownjjig  members  of  the  village. 

All  major  discussions  regarding  the  administration  of  the  open  field 

system,  building  and  maintenance  of  the  village  infrastructure, 

fire  protection,  and  the  operation  of  the  school  and  church  were 

carried  out  by  this  group.  The  elected  officials  were  generally 

closely  associated  with  the  church  administration  and  the  authority 
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of  the  church  lent  strength  to  their  decisions. 

The  Mennonites  maintained  this  type  of  local  government  despite 
the  introduction  of  a  different  system  of  local  government  by  the 
newly  established  provincial  authorities.  Development  of  the 
municipal  system  of  local  government  once  established  did  replace 
the  Mennonite  form  of  local  government  and  aided  in  the  disruption 
of  the  village  system. 

In  the  East  Reserve,  the  larger  Bergthal  group  welcomed  the 

change  to  the  municipal  system  as  a  neans  whereby  this  relatively 

progressively  minded  group  could  free  themselves  from  the  dominance 

of  the  conservative  Furstenland  faction.  The  Bergthal  group 

considered  the  social  organization  which  had  been  transferred  from 
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Russia  as  obstructive  to  their  economic  advancement. 

The  Bergthal  group  had  previously  begun  the  deviation  from  the 
accepted  form  of  village  habitat  by  moving  out  of  the  village  onto 
their  ovm  homesteads  as  early  as  the  beginning  of  the  1870’s.  The 
Furstenland  people,  although  they  disagreed  with  the  municipal  system 
were  persuaded  to  adopt  the  "western  way^’ .  This  avoided  unnecessary 
friction.  The  persuasion  was  partially  accomplished  by  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  the  Furstenland  "Oberschultze"  as  the  first  reeve,  which  in 
effect  insured  that  the  actual  functioning  of  the  local  government 
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would  not  change*  ^ 

The  changeover  in  the  VJest  Reserve  to  the  municipal  method  of 
local  government  did  not  occur  as  easily  as  it  had  in  the  East 
Reserve*  The  disagreement  between  the  Furstenland  group  and  the 
Bergthal  group,  accompanied  by  a  timely  redrawing  of  the  municipal 
boundaries,  resulted  in  the  development  of  a  unique  situation*  The 
West  Reserve  was  diArided  into  the  Municipalities  of  Douglas  and 
Rhineland.  The  whole  of  the  Bergthal  group  was  contained  within  the 
boundaries  of  the  Municipality  of  Douglas,  while  the  Furstenland 
group  was  contained  in  the  Municipality  of  Rhineland*  The  Bergthal 
group  found  no  difficulty  in  converting  to  the  municipal  system  with 
an  elected  reeve*  The  Furstenland  group,  on  the  other  hand,  found 
the  municipal  administration  system  unacceptable,  especially  since 
the  appointed  reeve  was  an  Anglo-Saxon.  The  Furstenland  group 
refused  to  take  part  in  the  operation  of  the  municipal  system, 
continuing  instead  with  their  own  system  on  an  unofficial  basis* 

This  situation  of  a  ’’state  within  a  state”  was  continued  until  after 
the  mass  exodus  in  the  1920’ s. 

The  lack  of  co-operation  by  the  Furstenland  group  led  to  a 

rather  inefficient  administration  of  the  Municipality  of  Rhineland, 

which  eventually  led  to  its  absorption  by  the  Ifunicipality  of 

Douglas.  The  Furstenland  people  maintained  their  unofficial 

adjninistration  of  their  own  affairs.  The  dual  administration  did 
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not  seem  to  hinder  the  functioning  of  the  larger  municipality* 

The  net  result  of  the  change  of  local  governmental  form  was  a  weakening 
of  the  traditional  church  control  and  thereby  a  disruption  of  the 
traditional  settlement  system. 


y.v  ^ 

K 

,.  ...M-i-i  l:  ‘  1-'  ^ 

;  z~f  tt  iwiJsiafl 

^21:'-.  ■;.-^?  »*■  »»  .f'«  ■-■  '• .  '  ^  *•  .  '^  , 

.  •  '  1  ^  -'  ■:  !«'*!>»'  •'*’  •«  ■  -'n?fJ>»f.teo« 

i. /-i:*  ^  ^ 

. .  :4."U1.  ■■'  -"f 

‘  '  ■  '  '  *  .  .  •  ■5'  .%  il 

.  '  ■  i-  -ff^  iL'^rft.  -j  I*  -  jI  1^’ 

•;/?  ..  .<  ''''■wif«  -  ^  ■*  • 

,  •;  .  ,  ^  .♦  ,<(J  1 _ 

■*  -'  I 


•  «  • 
4  ,  -4 


.  'ta  ^  • 

V*  / 

1,' 

L*' 


<».T 

t,'  w 


•  iK'  ..t  ,  *<*  5‘iC’'^ 


r  ^ 


A  > 


iz 


i  :V| 

■  > 


I  na"-  'r  'A  J*-'  ’^*4''^^ 

■  iV\  ■'^a< 

♦’  ii"* ' 

I*  ^irfT 


>  I 


1  *♦  I  I  ■  '  '  ♦ ^ 


.,i% 


r.  -<J> 


r^J 


■ 


■'j.  ;<^ 


0  0^ 

^  !iu*w.>i-<i^  J’ 

t.  '  i'  .  .  *  • ' 

-.yf' 


S'  .•'511 


*  .-  -V 

'SLak  ,*•  !  •;-'  aa  . 


t-i.  Is  A  ' 


*75t 

yilr" 


i;  j-'  ;  .' 


.  r 


i  ■ 


CfiCl  1:^’  ■’ 


.‘V  J 


In  order  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  eventual  breakdown 


of  the  system  was  in  net  balance  a  loss  or  a  gain,  one  must  consider 
the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  the  open  field  economy  and 
the  Mennonites'  self-imposed  insularity. 

The  advantages  of  the  system  are  many.  As  the  system  operated 
on  a  co-operative  basis,  it  necessitated  an  automatic  type  of  charity 
to  the  less  fortunate  members  of  the  village.  The  economic  and 
psychological  well-being  of  the  group  demanded  that  all  members  be 
relatively  successful  agriculturally  and  those  who  were  not  were 
given  assistance.  The  close  habitat  induced  by  the  village  settle¬ 
ment  form  did  away  with  many  of  the  hardships  endured  by  prairie 
settlers  on  their  own  isolated  farmsteads.  Aid  in  time  of  emergency 
or  for  major  projects  was  readily  available  in  the  village.  This 
system  of  settlement  also  allowed  for  learning  via  observation  of 
a  neighbour’s  success  or  failure.  Practical  demonstration  of  new 
methods  was  easily  facilitated  by  the  close  proximity  of  one’s 
neighbours.  Of  similar  concern  was  the  conquest  of  common  problems, 
such  as  weed  and  pest  control,  by  co-operative  action.  Finally,  the 

equitable  distribution  of  available  land  and  the  sharing  of  a  common 

37 

village  infrastructure  had  obvious  economic  benefits.  ‘ 

The  disadvantages,  like  the  advantages,  are  many.  One  of  the 
disadvantages  of  the  system  arose  out  of  the  need  for  co-operation. 

In  many  cases,  even  a  relatively  minor  lack  of  co-operation  led  to 
deterioration  of  a  whole  commune.  The  obvious  case  is  illustrated 
by  the  withdrawal  of  one  member  of  the  community.  As  each  member 
held  the  legal  deed  to  his  own  homestead,  this  meant  a  withdrawal 
of  a  small  portion  of  village  land.  If  the  withdrawn  land  was 
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essential  to  the  operation  of  the  whole,  despite  its  relative  size, 
the  village  open  field  system  was  abandoned. 

The  necessity  of  having  complete  community  support  and  approval 
for  the  introduction  of  innovative  methods  often  meant  that  the 
villages  tended  to  stagnate  with  few  technical  advances.  The  long 
narrow  "kagel”  were  not  well  suited  to  the  adoption  of  the  large 
agricultural  machinery  slowly  being  introduced,"^  These  last 
criticisms  weigh  heavily  in  light  of  the  modern  development  in  the 
extensive  commercial  grain  industry  characteristic  of  the  Canadian 
West, 

Warkentin  relies  heavily  on  the  economic  arguments  in  his 
presentation  of  the  abandonment  of  the  village  system.  The  Mennonites 
were  from  the  beginning  eager  to  own  and  farm  their  own  homesteads 
which  often  represented  an  unimaginable  wealth  of  land.  The  hard¬ 
ships  of  pioneer  life  and  the  strength  of  the  church  with  its  threat 
of  excommunication  often  overrode  this  desire  in  the  initial  period 
of  settlement.  The  Mennonite  leaders  realized  from  the  beginning 
that  in  order  to  maintain  the  village  system  of  settlement  and  its 
social  organization,  the  ’’worldly’*  influence  would  have  to  be  kept 
out.  The  superimposition  of  transportation  systems  (the  railway) 

and  trade  centers  soon  destroyed  the  insularity  of  the  Mennonite 
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settlements. 

In  addition  to  the  above  trends,  the  Mennonites  of  both  reserves 
faced  different  disruptive  forces  leading  to  the  same  abandonment 
of  the  established  system.  In  the  East  Reserve,  the  variability  of 
land  quality  provided  a  disruptive  force.  The  land  was  deeded 
legally  to  individual  farmers.  Naturally  enough,  a  farmer  with  a 
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particularily  good  quarter-section  of  land  would  be  tempted,  and 
given  the  right  conditions,  would  insist  on  secession  from  the 
sharing  arrangement.  The  result  has  been  discussed  before. 

In  the  West  Reserve,  after  the  I860’s,  many  villagers  expanded 
into  large  scale  wheat  production.  This  necessitated  the  mortgaging 
of  land  in  order  to  secure  the  necessary  machinery.  Many  farmers 
were  then  unable  to  meet  their  financial  commitments.  The  result 
was  foreclosure  and  a  loss  of  village  land.  Other  factors,  such 
as  the  desire  to  move  and  sell  one’s  land  or  to  expand  one’s 
holdings,  often  resulted  in  similar  disruptions,^ 

Francis  attributes  the  disadvantages  mentioned  earlier  and  the 
economic  factors  leading  to  the  breakup,  to  the  status  of  ’’convenient 
rationalization"  for  a  breakdovm  occurring  due  to  sociological  and 
psychological  factors. Nevertheless,  whatever  the  cause  of  the 
withdrawal  of  individuals  or  groups  from  the  established  system, 
it  resulted  in  disruption  and  breakdown.  The  system  was  held 
together  by  a  very  weak  cementing  agent,  namely  the  voluntary 
agreement  mentioned  earlier.  The  village  agreement  did  not  have  a 
basis  in  the  laws  of  Canada  and  therefore  recourse  was  limited. 

The  Bergthal  group,  characteristically  more  progressively 
minded,  were  the  first  to  leave  the  village  system,  as  early  as 
1883,  The  Kleine  Gemeinde  and  Firstenland  groups  were  able,  xd.th 
the  threat  of  excommunication  and  influential  leaders,  to  maintain 

I  p 

the  system  as  late  as  1926.^  The  conservative  elements  managed 
to  maintain  some  of  the  agricultural  villages  b  purchasing  the 
individual  lots  from  the  dissenting  member  but  the  open  field  system 

)  q 

was  unable  to  survive  the  destructive  forces.^ 
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There  were  more  than  120  villages  established  in  the  Manitoba 
reserves  at  various  times.  In  the  East  Reserve,  there  were  only 
forty-five  villages  in  existence  at  any  one  time.  More  than  three- 
quarters  had  fewer  than  ten  families  in  1891.  In  the  West  Reserve, 
seventy  villages  were  established  with  only  fifty  in  existence  in 
1891.  The  average  population  of  the  West  Reserve  villages  was  about 
twenty  families,  considerably  larger  than  those  of  the  East  Reserve. 

By  1930,  there  were  no  longer  any  open  fields  associated  with 
the  Mennonite  villages,  By  1916,  only  twenty-four  villages  remained 
four  in  the  East  Reserve  and  twenty  in  the  West  Reserve,  The  basic 
strassendorf  plan  was  recognizeable  but  the  village  bore  little 
functional  similarity  to  the  original.^  By  1958,  only  seventeen 
of  the  West  Reserve  villages  survived,  while  not  one  survived  in 
the  East  Reserve,^' 

The  trend  of  abandonment  is  obvious  from  the  very  earliest 
days  of  settlement.  The  reasons  for  this  abandonment  are  numerous. 
Those  that  have  been  given  most  weight  are  the  adoption  of  the 
commercial  grain  industry,  to  which  the  open  field  system  was 
poorly  suited,  and  the  development  of  group  dissatisfaction  with 
the  established  system,  due  to  the  failure  to  maintain  the  insularity 
of  the  settlements.  It  is  in  the  light  of  these  trends  that  the 
study  will  now  attempt  to  examine  the  settlements  established  by 
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CHAPTER  FOUR 


THE  SASKATCHEI'IAN  SETTLEMENTS 


ESTAHT^ISm-lEHT  OF  THE  ROSTHERN  RESERVE 

In  the  previous  chapter,  it  was  noted  that  the  Mennonites 
attached  a  great  deal  of  importance  to  the  establishment  of  group 
settlements  in  order  to  protect  their  group  solidarity  and  thus 
their  insularity.  The  Mennonite  Church  of  Manitoba  considered  the 
acquisition  of  land  and  the  establishment  of  daughter  colonies  as 
its  realm  of  concern.  Involvement  in  this  activity  ensured  the 
preservation  of  the  Mennonite  culture  by  preventing  the  indiscrim¬ 
inant  mixing  of  Mennonites  with  the  non-Mennonites  who  were  settling 
the  western  lands  at  this  time. 

As  the  population  of  the  Mennonite  reserves  grew  through  natural 
increase  and  continuous  imriiigration  from  Russia  and  the  United  States, 
land  within  the  confines  of  the  reserves  became  more  and  more  diffi¬ 
cult  to  obtain.  Therefore,  the  Mennonites  were  compelled  to  look 
for  new  land  to  establish  daughter  colonies  following  a  pattern  they 
had  developed  in  Russia.  New  land  for  settlement  purposes  was  avail¬ 
able  in  the  Northv^est  Territories  simply  for  the  asking. 

Migration  b;y  Mennonites  to  the  Northwest  was  at  first  a  matter 
of  private  initiative  rather  than  group  action.  In  1891,  a  small 
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group  of  several  families  from  the  West  Reserve  in  Manitoba  moved 
into  the  Rosthern  area  and  took  up  homesteads.  In  a  letter  to 
J.  M,  Perry  of  Alweda,  Dominion  Land  Agent  in  the  Assiniboine  District 
D,  H,  Macdowall,  Member  of  Parliament  for  Prince  Albert,  asked  for 
information  with  regard  to  this  particular  group  of  settlers, 

Macdowall  also  inquired  about  the  availability  of  a  land  guide  to 
locate  these  Mennonites  and  instructed  Inspector  Cook  of  Duck  Lake, 
north  of  Rosthern,  to  give  this  group  all  the  assistance  necessary  to 
aid  their  settlement,  should  they  be  located. 

This  letter  is  interesting  in  that  it  is  the  first  indication  of 
Mennonite  movement  into  the  Northwest.  Macdowall ’s  concern  about 
this  small  group  of  settlers  was  not  misdirected.  In  the  next  few 
years ,  several  hundred  Mennonites  began  a  migration  resulting  in  a 

1 

very  prosperous  farming  area  centered  on  the  community  of  Rosthern, 

In  February  of  1894>  the  Manitoba  Mennonites,  through  their 

solicitor,  J,  B,  McLaren  of  Morden,  I4anitoba,  approached  the  Secretary 

of  the  Department  of  the  Interior  about  the  reservation  of  land  for 

the  growing  Mennonite  population.  This  initial  contact  included  a 

request  for  Township  7  Range  27  and  for  Township  33  Range  20,  both 

west  of  the  second  priacipal  meridian,  and  within  present  day 

2 

Saskatchewan  (see  Figure  8). 

The  Mennonites  suggested  these  two  townships  because  they  were 
as  yet  unsettled.  Stating  as  their  primary  aim  the  establishment  of 
agricultural  communities  like  those  in  Manitoba,  they  inquired  as  to 
the  availability  of  other  suitable  land  in  the  general  area  of  the 
two  townships  already  requested. 

In  reply  to  their  request,  the  Mennonites  were  told  that  the 
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townships  in  question  were  not  subdivided  and  thus  not  immediately 
available  for  settlement.  In  addition,  the  townships  were  a  consider¬ 
able  distance  from  other  settlements,  which  was  quite  satisfactory  to 
the  Mennonites.  The  townships  also  lacked  railway  service,  and  though 
not  formally  mentioned,  this  was  probably  the  primary  reason  why  the 
Mennonites  rejected  these  townships  as  possible  settlement  sites.  This 
argument  is  supported  by  the  fact  that  the  area  eventually  chosen  for 
settlement  was  serviced  by  railway  only  a  short  time  after  the 
initial  large-scale  settlement  of  the  Rosthem  area. 

While  interest  waned  in  the  original  two  tovmiships,  negotiations 
were  undertaken  with  regard  to  a  reservation  of  land  in  the  Territory 
of  Saskatchewan,  in  what  is  now  the  Rosthem  area  (see  Figure  9)« 

The  Mennonite  solicitor,  J,  B.  McLaren,  Bishop  Wiebe  of  the  West 
Reserve,  and  Mr.  Franz  Froese,  Oberschultze  of  the  West  Reserve,  met 
with  the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  T.  M.  Daly,  in  1894»  At  this 

meeting,  and  through  subsequent  letters,  the  Mennonites  outlined 

the  necessity  for  another  reserve. 

Prior  to  the  commencement  of  negotiations,  the  Mennonites 
visited  the  area  that  is  now  the  Rosthem  area.  They  foimd  the  area 
favourable  for  large-scale  settlement  because  it  was  fertile  and  was 
serviced  by  a  railroad.  The  suggested  reserve  of  land  was  to 
comprise  Tovmiship  ID  in  Ranges  3,  4»  and  and  Township  IX  in 

Range  Uy  all  west  of  the  third  principal  meridian.  The  terms  of  the 

reservation  were  to  be  quite  simple.  The  Mennonites  asked  that  all 
even-numbered  sections  in  the  four  townships  be  reserved  for  entry 
by  Mennonites  alone.  The  odd-numbered  sections,  most  of  which  v/ere 
reserved  for  the  railway  companies,  wouJ-d  be  purchased  from  these 
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companies  by  individuals  or  groups  of  Mennonites. 

In  addition  to  the  above  conditions,  some  of  the  Mennonites 
informed  T,  M.  Daly  of  their  desire  to  perform  their  homestead  duties 
under  the  conditions  of  the  "hamlet  clause"  (see  page  89).  On  the 
other  hand,  many  others  desired  to  move  directly  onto  their  own  home¬ 
stead  quarter-section.  In  Saskatchewan,  the  number  of  people  opting 
for  this  latter  arrangement  was  greater  than  those  who  took  this 
option  in  the  settlements  established  in  the  reserves  in  Manitoba. 

The  reasons  for  this  will  be  dicussed  later. 

In  the  establishment  of  the  reserve  in  the  Rosthem  area,  it  was 
not  necessary  for  the  Mennonites  to  ask  the  government  for  financial 
assistance.  At  the  time  of  initial  settlement  in  Manitoba,  the  newly- 
arrived  Mennonites  received  a  loan  from  the  federal  government  to  aid 
in  the  purchase  of  building  materials,  machinery,  seed  grain,  and  food¬ 
stuffs  for  the  first  year.  By  the  turn  of  the  century,  the  situation 
had  changed  considerably.  Many  of  the  Merjionites  moving  from  Manitoba 
to  Saskatchewan  were  in  need  of  aid,  but  that  aid  vjould  be  forthcoming 
from  ;d.thin  the  group  rather  than  from  the  government.  Many  of  the 

Mennonites  had  become  well-established  and  were  able  to  contribute  to 

3 

the  re-establishment  of  their  fellow  Mennonites. 

In  the  winter  of  1894»  it  was  expected  that  fifty  families  from 
Manitoba  would  migrate  to  the  proposed  reserve  in  the  Rosthern  area  in 
the  spring.  As  the  Mennonites  had  not  received  official  goveinment 
sanction  for  the  reserve,  they  were  reluctant  to  begin  the  movement. 

The  Mennonites  were  becoming  restless  as  the  spring  of  1895  approached 
and  no  answer  was  forthcoming.  Some  began  to  agitate  for  movement  to 
North  Dakota  DJistead  of  the  location  in  the  Northwest.^ 


L*  1? 


i. 

sr- 


-j-'h*' »»rr  Viv ,iir5(WJ!:r^  ‘5^  al 

-  ... ’y  ^’.C '  ^ 

*1  l-Ur  ^<1  ti-T**  *  nr  i>T*^i  ^  .’■  ^‘iarl^y^ix£ 


(su:  ’’ii  ^v  ..:  .^ J  laU*’ 'Ifl  ^  ‘  3d^  -fdto  • 

•’;  -“,K  «'•  i  ’^''•f;..  >*.^  !/')i^Jjti(i4l> '??■  •'•’t^'i^'':'^*  isri^o 


t  '  ir~  ^.^-■  lb  ,,rm...>ti.?:iw^teii£  ncr  ■  I. 


,^4«1  uai*^  w.  s-.'.T.*  'I‘A 

'■»  *.  ■'  ♦  -  '.''.>'.a 

.  I  • 

',  ..  .  ...  ..r .,  ,  .  .h-^yt.l  iA"-*’.  .-tr  •■-■=■  '^*w  (rf..'.'  -4  sffr„ 

t  •*  ' 

^  n.  >  .''ri- ‘ 

■  j  '  '  '  . 


’  acKspf7i?l 

■  -  -  — 


%  * 


Li  .  i9  Tii  ^'iU  \  •  ’(-  h9yl-im 


‘f  V^.  ^ ‘r>‘t  tiHi.  fiJr 


?v  iJ  ui> 


^  '<.-•. ;  iw.  J  ‘  *•  ’*  '  ■■■*  ♦ !  ■  SAri 

■  ^ 


fK»  .V.-f/:.^_;^?.. .  i;  ’t-?  t’,-'  .  ■-  •  ^  •  *  ^ 

^,  '■■  i,. 

.!j|f)r*if|k"iTf  *1'  '  -;»  ‘*.'**  ''  **  *  > 

.**."  it^.  'y'-.-i  '  .1  M 

r'JUi  11  :j4r?  •  '■'-!  -'■  ■'^  ' 

i*' 

'  •  '  I.'-  u'-T*i^  i.1J-:i1.  *iiw»*‘  ..•  ‘i'KJ 

-*•  1  .<1  * .  ^■•.*'7  'mAW  j}  i^K^t  1, ‘Jt-  •  &i1v  iiT'  ''’-rrj-^; 


►  ■  ^ 


.  '  Lr  "' :_  4  .n"  '>J 

,it.  q4/f>^5  ^‘;i.  •T:tr1A>iir  mott 


1^4*1  ^  *.  ^  ’#  ■)■  '•  I*.  -c**"*^  r?.M  !4w»«Kii  ^ 

'Mi 


I) 


f»  i 


-/I  vr^  i  K^i  I 'rwix  «ckJ.U<XQH‘ 


.  'Ji  .  A  "  : 

M  /.:'<#‘^  ai»4’iiaori^'>f  r'fTr 


CM 


•C'4  4#J«- 


•  t 


fi 


.  J. 


r  i, 

is  ', 


A 

•  nl  r. 


'  jfi.i'/flfi  M’ 


'Or.  &;ia- 


■  I,  4 .  ^ 


.1',  J'. 


•i '1^.741,  i 


,.  'sli^lr;  ft-. 


iw-v 


On  February  22,  189 5 »  the  solicitor  for  the  Mennonites  was 
informed  officially  of  the  granting  of  the  reservation  in  the  Prince 
Albert  district.  The  reservation  of  Township  40  in  Ranges  3,  4» 
and  sn<t  Township  41  in  Range  4»  was  granted  by  an  Order-in-Council 
dated  January  23,  1895 »  in  accordance  with  all  of  the  conditions  of 
the  initial  Mennonite  request. 

On  April  2,  1895 »  McLaren  wrote  the  Minister  of  the  Interior, 

T,  M.  Daly,  concerning  the  odd-numbered  sections  in  the  reserved 
townships.  This  land  was  reserved  for  the  Qu'Appelle,  Long  Lake, 
and  Saskatchewan  Land  Company  as  part  of  a  grant  for  the  construction 
of  a  railroad  line  running  from  Saskatoon  to  Prince  Albert.  McLaren 
suggested,  on  behalf  of  the  Mennonites,  that  the  odd-numbered  sections 
be  reserved  for  the  Mennonites  for  a  period  of  five  years  at  a  price 
not  to  exceed  $2.50  per  acre.  As  the  Department  of  the  Interior  was 
in  no  position  to  grant  this  request,  the  Mennonites  were  referred  to 
Messrs.  Osier,  Hammond,  and  Black  of  the  Qu'Appelle,  Long  Lake,  and 
Saskatchev/an  Land  Company, 

Although  not  stated  in  the  surviving  records,  some  agreement 
must  have  been  arrived  at  between  the  two  parties  concerned.  If  this 
was  not  the  case,  the  influx  of  Mennonites  was  so  great  as  to  disallow 
other  groups  to  purchase  the  odd-numbered  sections  within  the  reserved 
townships.  This  hypothesis  is  supported  by  the  thoroughness  with 
which  the  Mennonites  occupied  all  of  the  land  within  the  boundaries  of 
the  reserved  townships.  It  is  also  supported  by  the  fact  that  within 
three  years  of  the  original  request  for  a  rese  vation,  the  Mennonites 
were  already  asking  for  more  land  to  be  reserved  in  order  to  maintain 
the  colony's  insularity  and  ensure  a  place  for  all  the  Mennonites 
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who  intended  to  settle  within  the  growing  community. 

In  January  of  1898,  the  Mennonites  informed  the  Department  of  the 

Interior  of  their  desire  to  trade  one  of  their  reserved  townships. 

They  suggested  that  they  were  willing  to  give  up  their  rights  in 

Township  40  Range  5  ^  favour  of  the  addition  to  the  reserve  of 

Township  41  Range  3»  The  fact  that  the  latter  township  had  more  water 

available,  combined  with  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Mennonites  for  a 

more  compact  settlement,  were  the  reasons  given  for  the  requested 

5 

change . 

Ey  the  spring  of  1898,  the  request  was  changed.  The  Mennonites 
were  no  longer  willing  to  give  up  Township  40  Range  5  in  exchange  for 
the  addition  of  Township  41  Range  3  to  the  reserve.  Land  in  both  the 
townships  in  question  had  been  entered  by  the  Mennonites  to  a  limited 
extent.  In  addition  to  this,  given  that  at  least  seventy  families 
were  expected  to  ai'rive  during  the  course  of  1898,  the  land  availability 
problem  would  only  be  temporarily  solved  by  the  granting  of  the 
Mennonite  request. 

At  this  point  in  the  negotiations,  the  requested  enlargement  of 
the  reserve  became  public  knowledge  and  thus  aroused  some  minor 
disapproval.  A  constituent  of  T.  0.  Davis,  Member  of  Parliament  for 
the  Prince  Albert  district,  voiced  his  objection  to  the  enlargement. 

The  argument  against  the  addition  to  the  reserve  was  based  on  the  fact 
that  the  Mennonites  had  four  townships  reserved  with  exclusive  home¬ 
stead  rights  while  at  the  same  time,  they  were  being  allowed  to  enter 
on  lands  outside  the  reserve.  The  non-Mennonite  settler,  on  the 
other  hand,  could  only  enter  on  land  outside  the  reserve.  Mennonites 
entering  land  outside  the  reserve  were  as  numerous  as  those  inside 
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the  reserve,  thus  limiting  the  land  available  to  the  non-Mennonites, 

The  complaint  had  no  apparent  effect  on  the  reservation  of  the 
additional  township,  but  is  interesting  in  that  similar  complaints 
were  registered  agaitist  the  reserve  established  later  in  the  Swift 
Current  area.  It  is  a  matter  of  question  as  to  why  more  complaints 
were  not  lodged  against  the  establishment  of  a  large  group  of  non- 
English  speaking  immigrants  bound  on  maintaining  their  German  language, 
their  culture,  and  their  insularity  and  separateness  with  the  sanction 
of  the  government. 

The  Mennonites  were  notified  of  the  approval  of  the  addition  to 
the  reserve  through  their  solicitor,  J®  B,  McLaren,  The  Order-in- 
Council  granting  the  addition  was  passed  by  the  Privy  Council  on 
June  24,  189S,  As  mentioned  previously,  the  addition  had  little 
effect  in  accommodating  the  Mennonites  as  they  had  already  begun  to 
enter  homestead  claims  in  the  newly-reserved  township.  The  additional 
township  was  only  a  temporary  measure  as  immigration  to  the  Rosthem 
area  continued  to  increase. 

In  the  fall  of  1898,  tv/o  additional  requests  v/ere  made  by  the 
Mennonites,  They  were  designed  to  increase  the  size  of  the  reserve 
in  order  to  accommodate  all  Mennonites  wishing  to  settle  with  the 
group.  The  first  request  was  made  to  enlarge  the  reserve  to  the  south* 
In  this  case,  Tovmship  38  in  Ranges  2  and  3,  and  Township  39  in  Ranges 
1,  2,  and  3j  were  requested  and  granted.  The  reservation  was  made 
effective  until  November  1,  1902,  by  Order  of  the  Commissioner  of 

g 

Dominion  Lands  on  August  19,  1898, 

The  second  and  last  request  for  enlargement  of  the  reserve  came 
later,  in  the  fall  of  1898,  The  Mennonites  hoped  to  nearly  triple  the 
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size  of  their  reservation  by  requesting  special  rights  in  Townships  42, 

43,  and  43a  in  Ranges  2,  3,  4,  5»  6,  and  in  Townships  44  in  Ranges 

4  and  5*  A  delegation  was  sent  to  confer  with  Clifford  Sifton,  Minister 

of  the  Interior,  viho  visited  Prince  Albert  in  the  fall  of  189B, 

T.  0.  Davis,  the  Member  of  Parliament  for  Prince  Albert,  supported  the 

request  in  the  light  that  the  Mennonites  were  ’’•••first  class  settlers 

■q 

•••arriving  with  every  train  and  naturally  wish  to  settle  together,” 

The  request  was  officially  registered  and  Dominion  Land  Agents  were 
sent  to  investigate  the  possibility  of  enlarging  the  reserve. 

Subsequent  reports  by  the  Dominion  Land  Agents  revealed  that  the 
Mennonites  had  already  settled  most  of  the  even-numbered  sections 
within  the  townships  requested.  Only  in  Townships  44  Range  3,  and 
Townships  42  and  43  in  Range  6,  were  all  of  the  even-numbered  town¬ 
ships  available.  The  land  available  for  homestead  entry  within  the 
area  requested  amounted  to  only  twenty-five  per  cent  of  the  total 

10 

homestead  land  originally  available  in  the  proposed  reserve  addition. 

Given  this  situation,  it  was  not  really  necessary  to  reserve  the 

tomships  in  question,  as  only  a  small  portion  was  available  for 

settlement.  The  government  response  to  this  situation  vjas  to  refuse 

the  request  for  a  five-year  reserve  of  the  land.  Instead  they  allowed 

11 

a  one-year  reservation  of  the  land  requested.  The  addition  to  the 

reserve  V7as  made  by  v/ay  of  a  Departmental  Order  rather  than  by  the  usual 

Order-in-Council,  The  reservation  of  all  even-numbered  sections  of 

Townships  42,  43,  and  43a  in  Ranges  2,  3,  4?  5i  6  and  Tomship  44 

in  Ranges  4  and  5  v/as  in  effect  from  October  1^,  189B  to  October  14, 

12 

1899,  This  reservation  was  the  last  one  approved  by  the  government 


for  the  Mennonites  in  the  Rosthern  area  of  Saskatchewan, 
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The  total  amount  of  land  reserved  for  the  exclusive  settlement 
by  Mennonites  in  the  Rosthem  area  was  twenty-four  townships,  thus 
nearly  equalling  the  twenty-five  tovjnships  that  were  reserved  for  their 
predecessors  in  Manitoba.  However,  the  amount  of  land  reserved  for 
the  Mennonites  in  present-day  Saskatchewan  was  only  about  half  of  what 
it  had  been  in  Manitoba,  In  Saskatchewan,  only  the  even-numbered 
sections  were  reserved  for  Mennonites  while  the  bulk  of  the  odd- 
numbered  sections  had  to  be  purchased  from  the  Qu’Appelle,  Long  Lake, 
and  Saskatchewan  Land  Company.  The  reserved  land  would  accommodate 
about  fifteen  hundred  individual  Mennonite  homestead  entries. 

PROCESS  OF  SETTLEMEMT  IN  THE  ROSTHERM  RESERVE 

In  1891,  the  first  143  Mennonites  bound  for  Saskatchewan  arrived 

13 

in  Canada  via  the  Quebec  port  of  entry.  After  1891,  Mennonite 
immigration  increased.  Mr.  Julius  Siemens,  a  Dominion  Immigration 
agent,  reported  visiting  Nebraska  and  Kansas,  v/here  a  great  many  Russian 
Mennonites  had  settled  at  the  time  of  the  Mennonite  movement  into 
Manitoba.  Mr.  Siemens  reported  that  he  anticipated  a  large  scale 
movement  of  Mennonites  from  these  areas  into  Canada’s  Northwest 
Territories  (i.e.  the  Rosthem  area).^^  In  addition  to  the  above, 

Mr.  Hespeler,  an  immigration  agent  who  was  previously  closely  associ¬ 
ated  with  the  movement  of  Mennonites  from  Russia  to  Manitoba,  reported 
having  selected  three  Mennonites  to  visit  their  former  countrymen  in 

Dakota,  Nebraska,  and  Kansas.  The  object  of  this  visit  was  to  induce 

1 5 

Mennonites  settled  there  to  migrate  to  the  Canadian  Northwest.  ^ 

This  anticipated  immigration,  accompanied  by  the  growing  scarcity 
of  land  in  Manitoba,  caused  by  both  the  incoming  Mennonite  immigrants 
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and  the  steadily  increasing  population,  forced  the  Mennonites  to  look 
elsewhere  for  land.  The  rapid  growth  of  the  Rosthem  Reserve  indicates 
the  speed  with  which  the  Mennonites  occupied  the  land  (see  Figure  9). 

The  first  direct  reference  to  the  Mennonite  population  in  the 

Rosthem  area  is  contained  in  a  report  by  John  McTaggart,  the  Dominion 

Lands  and  Immigration  Agent  for  the  Prince  Albert  area: 

"The  only  colony  we  have  in  this  district  is  that 
of  the  Mennonites.  They  are  steadily  coming  -  some 
from  Manitoba,  others  directly  from  Russia.  They 
occupy  a  stretch  of  country  lying  south  of  Duck 
Lake,  between  the  two  Saskatchewan  Rivers,  in 
Townships  AO  up  to  AA  in  Ranges  2  to  5  west  of  the 
3rd  Meridian .. .It  is  said  that  they  are  very 
prosperous,  the  people  of  the  neighbouring 
settlements  doing  a  good  busmess  with  them... 

According  to  the  entries ,  I  should  say  that 
they  number  not  less  than  200  persons. 

By  189A»  there  were  about  four  hundred  Mennonites  in  the  Rosthem 
area.  This  situation  existed  one  year  prior  to  the  Rheinland  Menn¬ 
onite  Association  of  Manitoba  requesting  a  reserve  in  the  area.  Thus 
the  Rosthem  area  was  well  known  to  the  Mennonites  of  Manitoba,  if 
one  assumes  an  exchange  of  information  betv/een  the  two  areas,  before 
a  reserve  was  granted. 

Immigration  in  the  following  years  was  relatively  steady.  In 
1895,  the  Mennonite  population  was  increased  by  25O  Mennonites,  mostly 
from  the  Manitoba  Reserves.  By  1896,  the  Mennonite  population  in  the 
Rosthem  area  was  estimated  at  eight  hundred  to  one  thousand  people, 
concentrated  mainly  in  the  area  of  Townships  AO  to  and  Ranges  3 
to  6,  all  west  of  the  third  principal  meridian.  In  1897,  25O  addi¬ 
tional  families  arrived,  comprising  ten  to  tw  Ive  hundred  persons. 
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This  taxed  the  land  available  in  the  reserve  to  the  limit. 

Considering  this  situation,  it  is  understandable  that  the 
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Mennonites  began  negotiations  to  acquire  an  extension  to  the  reserve. 
Mennonites  migrating  from  Manitoba  did  not  all  wish  to  settle  in  the 
reserve  or  in  the  villages  that  were  being  established  in  1895 •  The 
trend  toward  living  on  one’s  quarter-section  homestead  was  much  more 
pronounced  in  the  Rosthem  area  than  it  was  in  the  Manitoba  Reserves. 
This  trend  is  indicated  by  the  establishment  of  the  Rosthern  area 
strassendorf  villages.  With  only  a  few  exceptions,  the  villages  were 
located  on  the  reserve,  or  adjacent  to  it,  as  it  existed  in  1895»  vxhile 
subsequent  settlement  was  mainly  on  individual  quarter-sections. 

In  addition,  with  few  exceptions,  the  villages  were  established 
in  1895*  Mennonite  settlers  arriving  after  the  1894-95  reservations 
had  been  filled  tended  not  to  settle  in  the  strassendorf  village  form, 
but  settled  instead  on  their  own  homestead  quarter-sections.  There 
were  twenty-three  tovmships  set  aside  after  1895  Tor  Mennonite  settle¬ 
ments  and  these  townships  are  characterized  by  the  dispersed  settlement 
pattern,  while  the  1895  reserve  was  characterized  by  agglomerated 
settlement  in  the  form  of  the  strassendorf  village. 

In  Manitoba  in  I876,  the  East  Reserve  was  filling  up  and  new 
arrivals  from  Russia  were  finding  land  harder  to  obtain.  According 
to  the  agreement  with  the  federal  government,  an  additional  reserve 
v;as  promised.  It  was  the  Furstenland  (Old  Colony)  group,  a  conserva¬ 
tive  element,  that  urged  the  establishment  of  this  second  reserve, 
later  called  the  West  Reserve.  The  Furstenland  group  of  Mennonites 
were  the  instigators  of  the  movement  to  approach  the  government  about 
the  establishment  of  the  Rosthem  Reserve  in  1894* 

In  order  to  understand  the  form  that  this  settlement  took,  it  is 
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necessary  to  gain  an  understanding  of  the  religious  composition  of  the 
settlers  migrating  into  the  Rosthern  area.  In  general,  the  Mennonite 
churches  or  congregations  in  Manitoba  at  the  time  of  the  migration  to 
the  Rosthern  area  could  be  designated  as  to  their  degree  of  conservatism 
or  desire  to  maintain  the  "old  ways",  resisting  change  in  religious  as 
well  as  secular  affairs.  The  conservative  group  was  characterized  by 
its  attempt  to  maintain,  to  as  great  an  extent  as  possible,  all  of  the 
historical  traditions  developed  in  the  Russian  Mennonite  settlements. 

The  distinguishing  elements  of  this  group  are  well-illustrated  in 

their  desire  to  maintain  the  austere  dress  code  and  the  simple  church 

.  19 

service. 

Apart  from  the  conservative  Furstenland  group,  there  were  two 

other  groups  of  only  slightly  less  conservative  leanings,  Tiie  Chortitz 

Church  of  the  East  Reserve,  named  after  the  first  Mennonite  colony  in 

Piussia,  and  the  Sommerfeld  Church  of  the  West  Reserve,  were  both 

splinter  groups  of  the  more  progressive-minded  Eergt haler  group.  These 

two  groups  were  of  the  same  degree  of  conservatism,  and  co-operated 

closely  in  religious  and  secular  matters.  Apart  from  a  relatively 

small  number  of  less  conservative  Mennonites,  these  conservative 

groups,  especially  the  Old  Colony  Furstenland,  formed  the  majority 

of  the  initial  movement  to  the  Rosthern  Reserve,  It  was  this  group 

that  initiated  the  negotiations  with  the  government  to  establish  the 
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initial  four-township  reseinre. 

The  process  of  occupying  the  land  was  in  fact  quite  simple,  A 
group  of  intending  Mennonite  settlers,  often  neighbours  or  relatives 

in  Manitoba,  would  decide  to  form  a  village.  The  land  necessary  to 
form  the  village  would  be  purchased  in  the  form  of  a  half -section  or 
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section,  dependnjig  on  the  number  of  people  desiring  to  form  a  village. 

The  homesteads  were  chosen,  wherever  possible,  close  to  the  village 

location  to  minimize  travel  time  from  farmstead  to  field.  In  many 

cases,  the  village  form  and  land  use  was  copied  directly  from  the 

Manitoba  settlements.  In  some  of  the  villages  the  land  was  divided 
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by  the  open  field  system,  while  in  other  villages  it  was  not. 

The  open  field  economy,  in  association  with  the  strassendorf 

village  settlement ,  was  adopted  in  some  of  the  new  settlements  in  the 

Rosthern  area  in  1S95  fo^  two  reasons.  First,  the  open  field  villages 

of  Manitoba,  although  in  the  process  of  abandonment,  were  still  very 

much  in  evidence  in  the  West  Reserve  in  Manitoba,  especially  among  the 

more  conservative  groups.  For  example,  the  Furstenland  faction  with 

their  ultra-conservative  outlook  managed  to  keep  the  villages  and 

associated  open  field  operating  in  the  West  Reserve  until  after  World 
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War  I,  The  last  of  the  open  fields  were  farmed  in  1926, 

Second,  the  Old  Colony  Firrstenland  people  formed  the  majority  of 
the  migrants  to  Rosthern.  They  were  characterized  by  their  desire  to 
m.aintain  the  old  traditions.  One  of  the  most  obvious  was  the  tradi¬ 
tional  agricultural  system.  Furthermore,  their  movement  to  the  West 
was  intended  to  leave  the  worldliness  that  was  encroaching  on  the 

Manitoba  reserves  and  causing  extensive  alterations  in  these  old 
23 

traditions.  Therefore,  the  migrants,  given  the  opportunity  of 
starting  afresh  and  with  their  strongly  held  traditions,  re-established 
the  strassendorf  village  and  the  associated  open  field  economy. 

The  open  field  economy  was  not  as  universally  adopted  in  the 
Rosthern  Reserve  as  it  was  in  the  Manitoba  reserves.  The  Rosthern 
Reserve  consisted  of  twenty-four  townships  in  which  seventeen  villages 
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were  established.  These  villages  were  all  concentrated  near  the 
south  end  of  the  Rosthem  Reserve  in  an  area  initially  settled  by  the 
conservative  Mennonite  element.  The  Rosthem  Reserve  was  only  slightly 
smaller  than  the  combined  area  of  the  two  Manitoba  Reserves,  which  was 
twenty-four  townships.  In  the  Manitoba  Reserves,  the  Mennonites 
established  more  than  11 5  villages  which  were  in  various  stages  of 
development  and  modification  at  the  time  of  the  migration  to  the 
Rosthem  Reserve,  The  majority  of  Mennonites  moving  to  the  Rosthem 
area  decided  to  settle  on  individual  homesteads. 

The  open  field  system  did  not  survive  long  after  its  establishment 
in  the  Rosthem  Reserve,  In  the  village  of  Neuanlage,  where  the  open 
field  system  was  first  established,  it  lasted  less  than  five  years.  It 
was  abandoned  because  of  the  lack  of  co-operation  of  one  new  villager 
who  triggered  its  abandonment.  The  villager  in  question  requested 
membership  in  the  village,  thereby  agreeing  to  abide  by  all  the  village 
bylaws  Vfhen  he  was  accepted  by  the  village  membership.  Once  accepted 
into  the  village  community,  he  agreed  to  all  of  the  bylaws  with  the 
exception  of  that  provision  requiring  that  he  submit  his  homestead 
quarter-section  to  division  under  open  field  economy.  There  had  been 
some  dissatisfaction  with  the  operation  of  the  open  field  system  as 
regards  the  quality  and  quantity  of  land  in  its  shared  distribution. 

The  rejection  of  the  system  by  one  individual  and  his  refusal  to  pool 
his  quarter-section  started  a  wave  of  abandonment  that  resulted  in  the 
disintegration  of  the  system  in  the  village  of  Neuanlage.  From  about 
1900  onward,  Neuanlage  was  a  village  of  farm  operators,  as  the 
inhabitants  farmed  their  own  quarter-sections  while  maintaining  their 
residences  within  the  village 
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The  process  of  abandonment  of  the  open  field  economy  is  not  clear 
in  the  other  villages  that  adopted  it,  but  it  is  evident  that  the 
system  was  abandoned  very  early  for  many  of  the  same  reasons  that  it 
proved  unworkable  in  Manitoba  (see  Chapter  2).  Although  the  open 
field  system  was  abandoned,  the  settlement  form  resulting  from  it 
remains  in  a  modified  form  today.  The  remnant  form  and  the  extent 
of  its  survival  will  be  discussed  in  the  next  chapter, 

ESTABLISHMENT  OF  THE  SVJIFT  CURRENT  RESERVE 

The  establishment  of  the  Swift  Current  Reserve  was  a  great  deal 
less  complicated  than  the  establishment  of  the  Rosthern  Reserve,  By 
1904»  it  had  become  necessary,  due  to  a  number  of  circumstances  which 
will  be  discussed  later,  to  acquire  more  land  to  enable  those  Menn- 
onites  wishing  to  move  out  of  the  Manitoba  reserves  to  settle  on 
suitable  lands  in  a  group  settlement  pattern.  Therefore,  the  Mennonite 
community  of  Manitoba  once  again  approached  the  federal  government 
with  a  request. 

On  July  5,  1904,  Clifford  Sifton,  Minister  of  the  Interior,  was 

introduced  to  Mr,  Franz  Froese  in  a  letter  from  Johann  Wiebe,  Bishop  of 

25 

the  Community  of  Rheinland  Mennonites,  Mr.  Froese  was  the  President 
or  Oberschultz  of  the  West  Reserve  Mennonites  and  was  about  to  begin 
negotiations  for  a  second  reserve  outside  the  province  of  Manitoba, 

Franz  Froese,  on  behalf  of  the  members  of  the  Rheinland  Mennonite 
Association  of  Manitoba,  requested  reservation  of  Townships  13  and  14 
in  Range  12,  Townships  12,  13,  and  14  ia  Range  13,  and  the  eastern 
halves  of  Townships  12  and  13  in  Range  14,  all  west  of  the  third 
principal  meridian.  It  was  asked  that  the  new  reserve  be  made  subject 
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to  similar  conditions  to  which  each  of  the  three  previous  Mennonite 
reservations  were  subject. 

The  terms  of  the  reservation  were  specified.  No  one,  unless 
approved  by  the  Rheinland  Mennonite  Association  of  Manitoba  or  the 
Department  of  the  Interior,  was  to  be  allowed  to  make  homestead  entry 
within  the  tract  designated  as  the  Mennonite  reserve.  The  members  of 
the  Association  were  to  be  permitted,  upon  homesteading  any  even- 
numbered  section,  to  contract  for  the  purchase  of  the  adjoining  odd- 
numbered  sections  at  three  dollars  an  acre.  The  amount  of  the 
purchase  was  to  be  paid  in  ten  annual  installments  with  an  interest 
on  the  unpaid  balance  of  five  percent  per  annum.  The  patents  on  these 
odd-numbered  sections  were  to  be  vnlthheld  until  the  homestead 
requirements  were  met  on  the  even-numbered  section. 

Before  the  final  approval  could  be  given  to  the  establishment  of 
a  reserve,  land  inspectors  were  requested  to  report  on  the  quality 
and  quantity  of  land  available  wtLthin  the  proposed  reserve.  An 
examination  of  the  records  for  that  area  found  that  in  the  northem- 
m.ost  two  and  one-half  townships,  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Company 
had  accepted  most  of  the  odd-numbered  sections,  and  of  those,  had 
patented  six  sections  in  Tomship  14  in  Range  13.  All  other  lands 
within  the  reserve,  exclusive  of  Hudson’s  Bay  Company  land,  school 
land,  and  one  quarter-section  in  the  extreme  northeast  comer  of  the 
reserve,  were  at  the  disposal  of  the  Dominion  Lands  Branch  and  thus 
abailable  for  homesteading  (see  Figure  10). 

A  homestead  inspector  was  dispatched  from  Brandon,  Manitoba  to 
inspect  the  lands  within  the  reserve,  Jas  A.  Gibson  was  also  asked 
to  ascertain  whether  or  not  the  establishment  of  a  Mennonite  reserve 


V  yi‘  f’ir*'*'-’  ■  ^  V*- 

'A  .  .:.o.i-  ■V'^  »n('‘r  .1ii<^  !'•'€.  *4 

‘  ^  '■  .•  • 

T  V  .'\jJ  '  '■  '  ' 

*  <  - 

•  j  •  ■-•4'.*  W  ;  VJ  .tWiKJ'M'f'J" 

•  '*r* 

I  -  ^  - 

,  «■*.*?  *5»|  Tl  *l4  *f  •  4-*!  ^  -.-2 t* i1  J  , 


*1  V* 


.  H. 


I.  • 


lo  a  * 


■<  t*U' 


>  J 


G^>i/ 


f-n  b*  >• 

.  1' 

'•.  9r^r‘  -' 


Ct' 


■J," 


*■  ^  : 


4:  • 


\ 

« ' 


.r- 


f  -;.w 

.•*  *  » 

‘f 


Vii  l-v  •  ’  ^ytoc^«3lp 

I  ^ tyi  e^vf  -f 


I  >  f 

'«k 
*  '.- 


•  / 

,  1 


■J: 


•>'*■*  .?'4 


mf 


>•♦1  ' ' 
' .  ,1  • 

'*  •.  .-■ 

,  ^  i‘  * . 


«►  ■«> 


M  •  1  « 

i;f 

iw  * -“^  "**" 

i » 

J.  •; 

■^r. .  ■-.« 

•  -• 

'  '  •  ^ 

r  ■  ■, 

>#■  •  • 


.tA»  y  -iKtewCHbbo 

I  ■ 

ji  .  ‘ 


■*- 


i 


*4  » 


•  V 


■’u  .< 


■  .»■■■' 

■  r.r  ■ 


-If  'V 


'i. 


'ir-  b  i^vTfettn  fl  . 

f  « 

-  '  ’*P  ^>0® 

I'.  »  >  i  *  •-!  •  I”'  ..lt|  'v'"»  '‘>d^  'viVfis./rl'TWXQ 

.  '  ■ 


•■  1 

4  . 


•«  • 


.  . «  ^  ti  - 

'  4  •  V  4*  H 


■  •  4 


bfij*  ^ 


1^ 


^  • 


.  '4 


'  .0'\  .-  ,  ' 

*»  I  -  Jf '.‘1  y>. 

S.«U*  4.  • 


ilSk' .  -  {/  i»j  : 

.  i  (it  '  u  •»  .  - .' ..1*^1  WJ  • 

'  %  '  '  '  ,'  ■■  ■  T 


,1 


..  iJL 


■  f 

I 


■  '.iS'JStSIM'  'Kilii 

.pi  ,.  ‘  i, 

.  ■*  ^  4 


4  a’».4 


■  !  ^  i*".'  ■  ^ *  ' 

^  ‘  ^ 


4 


SWIFT  CURRENT  RESERVE 
LAND  AVAILABLE  FOR  HOMESTEAD  ENTRY 


[  I  Lond  available  for  reservation  on  Dec.  30,  1904 


Figure  1  0 
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in  the  Swift  Current  area  would  interfere  with  any  industry  already 
established  in  the  neighbourhood, 

Gibson  found  the  land  to  be  of  "excellent  quality  for  grain 
growing".  He  was  able  to  collect  samples  of  wheat,  oats,  and  barley 
which  were  grown  four  miles  to  the  north  of  the  proposed  reserve. 

The  grains  were  of  good  quality  despite  the  fact  that  1904  had  been 
drier  than  either  of  the  two  proceeding  years.  Gibson  reported  the 
soil  as  being  a  clay  loam  with  a  clay  subsoil  and  was  only  slightly 
stoney  along  the  creek  beds  and  hills.  Furthermore,  water,  which  was 
essential  to  settlement ,  could  be  obtained  at  a  depth  of  twenty-five 
feet  on  a  township  adjoining  the  as-yet  unsettled  proposed  reserve. 
Gibson  also  made  inquiries  of  ranchers  in  the  district  and  of  the 
people  of  Swift  Current  concerning  possible  objections  to  the  proposed 
Mennonite  colony.  The  result  of  these  inquiries  showed  that  the 
residents  of  the  area  had  no  objections  to  the  proposed  influx  of 
Mennonite  settlers.^^ 

The  dates  of  correspondence  concerning  the  inspection  of  the  land 
and  Clifford  Sifton’s  recommendation  in  favour  of  the  reservation 
indicate  that  Sifton  could  not  have  considered  the  report  submitted 
by  Mr.  Gibson  in  recommending  the  reservation.  Nevertheless,  the 
exchange  does  lend  valuable  insight  into  the  physical  quality  of  the 
proposed  reserve  and  the  attitudes  of  the  established  residents  to 
this  relatively  large  distinctive  cultural  element. 

In  his  recommendation  to  the  Governor-General  in  Council,  Sifton 
suggested  that  the  land  requested  was  generally  thought  of  as  being 
unsuitable  for  the  "ordinary  settlers".  This  view  was  supported  by 
the  lack  of  demand  for  land  in  the  area  previously  designated  as 


.  ^ 


•jllri  Kv:  »'vft  trirrrtX^  ^ 

P  c>>^-3ifi»>^v  ”.  u>  ^*f iWHrs^i'-^n  flc*f>*iin 


» ^ . 


*.::  tu 


•  V  • 


•  I 


■'•>  i-r'a-iU  ““  ."sftfctcna 

■  --:  w  . 

r  iD  .l--lCf.  -.V  vJ.a-r^if  'JUHr-r  o-s^i 

•  ■  ■  .  iJ  .  , 


t 

t  \i  t:^  -  ^  *  '.**  i- 

« 

^•'  'r’v  c-Ji  »■'  '.-*■*■ 


ii'i’  w  ac.i-*''TS 


rr 


»  ■■ 


>-  .  -  s 

,  ^  *  -rfUfJ 
«  «■•<■■' 


»r  - 1  > 


•♦  ■ 

*-,.  V,  •  U  «*«  <!«  'ia  'VttCis  cukrfi  -loilb 

•  •  '(.  ..■'?-  V'  ” 

'  ‘  *  1 

.r‘i*rT  ?W‘  -r'j  ;|nr-in  7‘'a?K+? 

.  *  j 

I 

^  •  • 


•  I.  ■•. 


1  N 

,  .t  V 


M,vt. 


1xjr“ 


<  i  ► 


,  .-tf  ,at  ti  .tv'  iiilitm  Ointt  riondiO .  ‘  • -^ 


*#V  ♦■' 


.■nf  di 


•i 


■  ,  ■yjSi!  .i<rx‘V 
-ik: 


*  « 


..  r 

ri\ 


y’-mik 


C'-' y  M*  ^ 

4  '  1  *  1 


f 


a'  '^  '  ~iue  -  Jtf 

7  i  -  -".  U*  i 


'  • 


<  I 


;  Wv. 

t  «  t 


a 

% 


I?  , 

-^'.".31  ''4fi.>^.  ‘'Vi' 

r  ■■• 


J.’ 


'ii< 

'  iiftllti .  ■  ’  toe 

% 

r;| 

■S' 

Jkj 

f,  ‘^'  i‘'  i '  -  1 1  '  ‘ 

0  C-.':jij'»tSiitft5Ce 


nf*«% 


"’*%*-  I  ‘  ■ 

■  ■  ■  -  •  .,  -  .  -  .  .  . ,':,  -■  , 

.-'•■•  ,  i.  .4 


Is  ' 


,  ,  *4 

«  ,  .5  ic  ‘i*  •  J -’**'•  ^^j?iia^il  ': ^  ,iv ,  ♦ttfiJ 

*  # 


itofVjL^  I  -.l  ’'^i^itacX'.'or.T^V'iV^  i  Vjiuii ^ 


'■•^  'l 


fl-t 

v-#*-'..’  -  •'  ’■  ■’  f* 


vi!  ry:»v*'J» 


*  * 

rC 


I  S.  t 


]  •» 


il’  :/■ 


‘^•.  A-  v.i^T^rV  9sm  <  iMo^'insiUJ 

'■M  ■  v^M 


27 

Palliser's  Triangle,  The  Department  had  not  previously  felt  obliged 
to  encourage  settlement  in  the  area  because  of  the  arid  nature  of 
the  climate. 

Counterbalancing  the  views  expressed  by  Sifton,  the  Mennonites 
were  anxious  to  provide  land  for  those  of  their  group  that  were 
desirous  of  settling  in  the  Northwest  Territories.  The  establishment 
of  a  reserve  of  land  would  allow  the  intending  Mennonite  settlers  to 
recreate  a  familiar  so-cial  environment.  As  was  the  case  with  the 
migration  to  the  Rosthem  area,  the  Mennonites  did  not  request  any 
government  financial  aid  to  establish  their  communities.  The  Rhein¬ 
land  Mennonite  Association  of  Manitoba  was  prepared  instead  to  advance 
the  necessary  monetary  assistance  out  of  their  own  funds. 

The  Order-in -Council  granting  to  the  Mennonites  as  a  reserve  the 
six  townships  they  requested  was  issued  on  August  13,  19O/4.,  All  of 
the  land  at  the  disposal  of  the  Dominion  Lands  Branch  within  the  six 
townships  was  reserved  for  the  exclusive  use  by  Mennonites  who  could 
prove  that  they  were  affiliated  with  the  Rlieinland  Mennonite  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Manitoba.  This  was  in  effect  for  a  period  of  three  years 
after  August  13,  1904»  In  fact,  the  reserved  land  was  only  thrown 
open  for  entry  by  the  general  public  on  October  1,  1909,  approximately 
five  years  after  initial  reservation.  Thus  the  Mennonites  had  five 
years  of  relative  isolation  to  establish  their  settlement  pattern 
in  this  area, 

PROCESS  OF  SETTLING  BT  SWIFT  CURRMT 


The  process  of  occupying  the  land  in  the  Swift  Current  area  was 
a  great  deal  less  complicated  thaa  the  settlement  and  occupation  of 
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the  land  in  the  Rosthem  area.  In  the  Rosthem  area,  the  Mennonites 
attempted  to  recreate  a  cultural  landscape  similar  to  that  created 
initially  in  Manitoba.  The  abandonment  of  the  open  field  system 
illustrates  the  unsuitability  of  this  attempt. 

In  the  Swift  Current  area,  as  in  the  initial  settlement  of  the 
Rosthem  area,  the  Mennonites  involved  were  representatives  of  one 
of  the  more  conservative  elements  of  the  entire  sect.  The  Mennonites 
migrating  to  Swift  Current  were  made  up  mostly  of  the  Sommerfeld 
congregation  of  the  West  Reserve.  Like  the  Old  Colony  Furstenland 
group,  they  had  a  strong  desire  to  maintain  the  old  traditions  which 
included  a  close  knit  semi-communal  village  habitat.  The  Sommerfeld 
group  did  not  attempt  however  to  re-establish  the  open  field  economy 
with  their  new  villages  in  the  Swift  Current  Reserve,  the  reasons  for 
which  will  be  discussed  in  Chapter  6. 

The  strassendorf  village  plan  was  recreated  as  was  the  common 
pasture  and  the  system  of  village  government,  but  the  migrants  chose 
independent  quarter-section  farms  rather  than  the  communal  open  field 
economy.  The  migrants  maintained  their  residences  and  social 
obligations  in  the  village,  creating  a  compromise  between  the  semi- 
communal  agglomerated  settlement  of  the  Russian  Ukraine  and  southern 
Manitoba,  and  the  dispersed  settlement  pattern  characteristic  of  the 
rectangular  survey  of  Western  Canada. 

In  the  spring  of  1905,  the  Mennonites  in  the  Swift  Current  Reserve 
asked  to  be  allowed  to  settle  their  reserve  according  to  the  traditional 
village  pattern.  The  Department  of  the  Interior  replied  that  there 
would  be  no  objection  to  such  a  plan,  but  the  Mennonites  would  have  to 
adhere  to  the  provisions  of  Clause  37  of  the  Dominions  Land  Act  which 
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29 

reads  as  follows: 

"If  a  number  of  homestead  settlers,  embracing  at 
least  tvjenty  families,  with  a  view  to  greater 
convenience  in  the  establishment  of  schools  and 
churches,  and  to  the  attainment  of  social 
advantages  of  like  character,  ask  to  be  allowed 
to  settle  together  in  a  hamlet  or  village,  the 
Minister  may  in  his  discretion,  vary  or  dispose 
with  the  foregoing  requirements  as  to  residence, 
but  not  as  to  the  cultivation  of  each  separate 
quarter  section  entered  as  a  homestead, 

At  the  same  time,  the  Mennonites  asked  if  they  could  be  allowed 
to  make  the  entries  for  their  Swift  Current  Reserve  homesteads  at 
the  Dominion  Land  Office  in  Winnipeg  as  this  would  be  more  convenient 
considering  the  source  of  migration.  This  request  was  refused,  while 
on  the  other  hand,  individuals  and  groups  of  Mennonites  were  allowed 
to  appoint  some  person  at  Regina  or  in  the  vicinity  of  the  reserve  to 
make  the  homestead  entry  on  their  behalf.  This  process  allowed  for 
the  convenient  entry  of  lands  well  in  advance  of  actual  occupation 
of  the  land.  The  process  also  presented  some  problems  by  entering 
land  not  actually  inspected, 

Non-Mennonite  squatters,  although  not  in  large  numbers,  had 

invaded  the  reserve  before  and  after  its  creation.  The  Mennonite 

choice  of  land  was  usually  made  before  leaving  Manitoba,  thus 

creating  an  obvious  conflict  if  that  choice  should  coincide  with  the 

squatter’s  choice.  Several  instances  of  this  type  did  arise,  as  they 

had  in  the  Rosthem  Reserve,  and  were  duly  reported  to  the  Minister 

31 

of  the  Interior.  Conflicts  of  this  nature  were  obviously  crucial 
to  the  intending  settlers  on  an  individual  basis,  but  did  not  cause 
the  group  as  a  whole  much  concern. 

The  process  of  establishing  a  Mennonite  village  was  of  a  gradual 
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nature  owing  to  the  relatively  slow  way  in  which  the  settlers  were 
arriving.  The  government  requirement  of  twenty  families  could  not 
necessarily  always  be  met  in  the  first  year  that  the  village  was 
established.  In  fact,  only  four  of  the  eventual  sixteen  villages 
ever  petitioned  the  Department  for  status  as  a  village  (see  Appendix 

5). 

After  the  complaints  mentioned  earlier  were  aired,  the  Minister 
of  the  Interior  instructed  the  Homestead  Inspectors  via  P.  G.  Keys, 
Secretary  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  to  protect  the  entries 
granted  to  the  Mennonites  within  the  Reserve  whether  or  not  the 
homesteaders  were  performing  their  duties  under  the  hamlet  clause. 

From  the  preceeding  discussion,  it  can  be  seen  that  the 
Mennonites  intended  to  settle  after  their  traditional  fashion.  The 
Mennonites  established  sixteen  villages  within  the  reserved  townships, 
the  surv:i-val  and  form  of  which  will  be  discussed  in  a  later  chapter. 

The  land  in  the  Svjift  Current  Reserve  was  set  aside  in  the  late 
summer  of  1904  in  anticipation  of  a  large-scale  movement  of  Mennonites 
from  the  West  Reserve  in  Manitoba.  Given  that  the  Mennonites  were  to 
homestead  the  even-numbered  sections,  the  Swift  Current  Reserve  would 
accommodate  nearly  four  hundred  homestead  entries  or  four  hundred 
Mennonite  families  could  move  onto  the  reserve. 

There  is  little  indication  as  to  the  size  of  the  movement  to 

Swift  Current  in  the  spring  and  summer  of  1905?  but  by  the  sprjjig  of 
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1906,  230  individual  homesteads  had  been  entered.  The  fact  that  the 
intending  homesteaders  could  appoint  an  agent  to  enter  on  their  behalf 
tends  to  make  an  accurate  estimation  of  the  Mennonite  population  within 
the  reserve  difficult.  Furtherm.ore,  the  settlers  did  not  always  move 
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their  whole  family  out  to  the  reserve  in  the  first  year.  It  was 

usually  the  head  of  the  household  and  possibly  the  oldest  son  or  sons 

who  went  out  first  to  locate  the  land  and  establish  the  farmstead. 

In  the  majority  of  these  cases,  the  father  and  son  would  both  enter 

homesteads  while  maintaining  a  common  residence,  generally  on  the 

33 

father's  land  within  the  village. 

In  the  spring  of  1906,  it  was  expected  that  104  railway  box  cars 
full  of  agricultural  equipment  and  supplies,  along  with  about  450 
persons,  would  arrive  at  Swift  Current,  The  arrival  at  the  reserve 
would  result  in  the  occupation  of  the  majority  of  the  remaining 
homesteads.  Here  again,  as  noted  previously,  it  is  difficult  to 
estimate  the  actual  number  of  homesteads  entered.  Nevertheless,  the 
reserve  was  almost  completely  taken  up  by  1909  (see  Figure  11),  The 
only  land  left  was  that  which  was  considered  unsuitable  for  agriculture 
when  the  reserve  was  officially  thrown  open  in  1909. 

As  we  have  seen,  the  process  of  settlement  in  both  the  Rosthem 
and  Swift  Current  settlements  entailed  the  establishjnent  of  a  reserve 
of  land  in  order  to  permit  the  compact  group  settlement,  thus 
ensuring  a  minimum  of  contact  with  other  cultural  groups.  In  both 
cases,  the  settlement  of  the  reserves  was  relatively  rapid,  due  in 
part  to  the  organization  of  the  mother  colony  in  Manitoba,  and  in  part 
to  the  desire  to  form  a  compact  group  settlement.  The  Mennonites  in 
both  cases  settled  the  land  in  a  combination  of  villages  and 
individual  homesteads,  the  detailed  differences  and  similarities  of 
which  will  be  discussed  in  the  next  chapter. 
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SWIFT  CURRENT  RESERVE 
LAND  AVAILABLE  FOR 
HOMESTEAD  ENTRY 
IN  1909 


14W 


Land  available  for  homestead  entry  on  Oct.  1,  1909 
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Source:  Compiled  from  Dep’t.  of  the  lntei''Or  ,  File  No.  917620, 
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FOOTNOTES 


Based  on  correspondence  between  D.  H,  Macdowall,  Member  of 
Parliament  for  Prince  Albert,  and  J.  M.  Perry,  Olaweda,  Assiniboine 
District;  Public  Archives  file  No.  270176. 

2 

Based  on  correspondence  between  J.  B.  McLaren  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  dated  February  21,  1891; 
Public  Archives  file  No.  270176. 

3 

E.  K,  Francis,  Manuscript  and  Research  Notes  for  In  Search 
of  Utopia,  (Legislative  Library  and  Provincial  Archives,  Province  of 
Manitoba) ,  p.  328. 

By  1893 t  when  the  Mennonites  first  decided  it  was  essential 
to  found  a  daughter  colony  in  the  Northwest  Territories,  they  had 
sufficient  wealth  as  a  group  to  finance  their  co-religionists  in  a 
new  colony.  Aided  by  the  fact  that  the  site  of  the  new  colony  would 
be  a  relatively  short  distance  from  the  mother  colony,  the  Mennonites 
found  no  trouble  in  looking  after  their  own  financial  needs.  Financial 
aid  was  also  forthcoming  from  wealthy  individual  farmers  and  from  the 
funds  held  in  trust  by  the  "Waisenamt"  in  the  form  of  loans  against 
first  mortgages  on  homesteads.  In  addition  to  the  above,  a  special 
tax  v/as  levied  by  the  Manitoba  Mennonite  Community  to  secure  monies  to 
aid  intending  settlers.  The  special  levee  was  $10.00  per  quarter- 
section  of  land  owned  and  $2,50  per  landless  family.  This  tax  aided 
eighteen  to  twenty  families  to  move  to  the  Northwest  Territories. 


^*Based  on  correspondence  between  J.  B. 
Department  of  the  Interior,  dated  February  20, 
file  No.  270476. 


McLaren  and  the 
1895 J  Public  Archives 


5 

Based  on  correspondence  between  J.  B,  McLaren  and  the 
Department  of  the  Interior,  dated  January  27,  1898;  Public  Archives 
file  No.  270476. 

^Based  on  correspondence  between  Clifford  Sifton,  Minister 
of  the  Interior  and  the  Deputy  Minister  of  the  Interior,  dated 
April  23,  1898;  Public  Archives  file  No.  270476. 

7 

Based  on  correspondence  between  T.  0,  Davis,  Member  of 
Parliament  for  Prince  Albert  and  Charles  Fishc  '  of  Duck  Lake,  dated 
February  26,  1898;  Public  Archives  file  No.  270476. 
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Mennonite  Reserves  -  a  list  of  Merinonite  Reserves  containing 
the  size  and  location  of  each;  compiled  for  the  Department  of  the 
Interior  in  1908;  Saskatchewan  Provincial  Archives  file  No,  917620, 

9 

Based  on  correspondence  between  T,  0,  Davis,  Member  of 
Parliament  for  Prince  Albert  and  Clifford  Sifton,  Minister  of  the 
Interior,  dated  September  19,  1898;  Public  Archives  file  No,  270476, 

10 

Based  on  correspondence  between  Mr,  Goodeve  and  Jas,  A, 
Smart,  Deputy  Minister  of  the  Interior,  dated  September  29,  1898; 
Public  Archives  file  No,  270476. 

11 

Based  on  correspondence  between  T.  0,  Davis,  Member  of 
Parliament  for  Prince  Albert  and  John  R,  Hall,  Assistant  Secretary 
of  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  dated  October  14,  1898;  Public 
Archives  file  No,  270476, 


Based  on  a  series  of  letters  exchanged  between  John  R,  Hall, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior  and  Franz 
Schroeder  of  Rosthem,  dated  throughout  the  spring  of  1899,  and  also 
based  on  correspondence  between  Clifford  Sifton,  Minister  of  the 
Interior,  and  the  Governor-General  of  Canada,  dated  February  14,  1900; 
Public  Archives  file  No,  270476, 


13 

Sessional  Papers 

^ ^Sessional  Papers 
1 5 

"^Sessional  Papers 
^^Sessional  Papers 


Number  7  (lS92), 
Number  7  (1S92), 
Number  7  (l892) , 
Number  13  (1894) 


Volume  25  (no,  5) • 
P.  35. 

P*  35. 

,  Part  II,  p,  146, 


17 

E,  K,  Francis,  Manuscript  and  Research  Notes  for  In  Search 
of  Utopia,  (Legislative  Library  and  Provincial  Archives,  Province 
of  Manitoba),  p,  326, 

18 

Considering  the  land  within  the  reserve,  exclusive  of 
Hudson’s  Bay  Land,  School  Land,  and  all  odd-numbered  sections  held 
by  the  Qu’Appelle,  Long  Lake,  and  Saskatchewan  Land  Company,  there 
are  approximately  16  sections  or  64  quarter-sections  available  for 
homesteading  purposes.  The  reserve  was  4  townships  containing 
approximately  256  homesteads.  Allowing  for  the  unsuitability  of  some 
quarter-sections,  as  well  as  for  the  Mennonites  who  wished  not  to 
settle  on  the  reserved  land,  it  was  mandatory  that  the  Mennonites  seek 
an  extension  to  the  reserve  as  the  population  numbered  about  five 
hundred  individual  Mennonite  families. 


19 

The  Furstenland  Mennonites  were  termed  ’’Old  Colony”  Menn¬ 
onites  in  Manitoba  and  their  branch  of  the  Mennonite  church  is  called 
the  Old  Colony  Mennonite  Church.  After  the  movement  to  Rosthem, 
the  group  of  Manitoba  Mennonites  belonging  to  the  Sommerfeld  congre¬ 
gation  took  the  name  ’’Old  Colony”  Mennonites.  The  Sommerfeld  Menn- 
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onites  moving  to  the  ST'd.ft  Current  Reserve  did  not  change  their  name. 
Although  differing  slightly  on  some  religious  matters,  these  three 
groups  shared  a  common  denominator  which  was  carried  over  into  secular 
life.  It  is  difficult,  therefore,  to  give  this  conservative  element 
a  common  name.  The  term  "Old  Colony"  has  certain  connotations  and 
must  not  be  misused,  while  for  the  purposes  of  this  paper,  these 
particular  factions  will  be  referred  to  as  the  conservative  element 
of  the  Mennonite  group. 

20 

Francis,  Manuscript  and  Research  Notes  for  In  Search  of 
Utopia ,  (Legislative  Library  and  Provincial  Archives,  Province  of 
Manitoba) ,  p.  327* 

21 

The  combination  of  village  and  open  field  system  no  longer 
exists  in  the  Rosthem  Reserve,  nor  are  there  sufficient  vestiges  to 
allow  the  reconstruction  of  a  village  plan.  From  various  secondhand 
accounts  of  the  pioneers  of  the  area,  it  was  ascertained  that  the 
village  and  field  arrangements  did  not  differ  markedly  from  the  example 
given  of  the  hypothetical  Manitoba  Mennonite  village  on  page  52. 

22 

John  Warkentin,  "Mennonite  Agricultural  Settlements  of 
Southern  Manitoba,"  The  Geographical  Review,  XLIX,  3  (1959),  p.  365* 

^^Ibid.,  p.  364. 


^^‘Pased  on  personal  interviews  with  older  members  of  the 
Mennonite  communities  involved.  Many  of  these  interviews  are  now 
housed  in  the  SaskatcheWcUi  Provincial  Archives  in  the  "Towards  a 
New  Past"  collection. 


25 

'^Based  on  correspondence  between  Bishop  Johann  Wiebe  of 
Rosengart,  Manitoba  and  Clifford  Sifton,  Minister  of  the  Interior, 
dated  July  5,  1904;  Saskatchewan  Provincial  Archives  file  No.  917620. 


'^°Based  on  correspondences  between  Jas.  A.  Gibson,  homestead 
inspector  at  Brandon,  Manitoba,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Department 
of  the  Interior  at  Ottawa,  dated  August  I7,  1904;  Saskatchewan 
Provincial  Arcliives  file  No.  917620. 


27 

"Palliser’s  Triangle"  was  an  area  designated  as  arid, 
comprising  the  southwest  and  southeast  portions  of  present-day 
Saskatchewan  and  Alberta.  This  area  was  designated  by  Captain  John 
Palliser  and  thus  bears  his  name. 

28 

Based  on  correspondence  between  Clifford  Sifton,  Minister 
of  the  Interior,  and  the  Govemor-General-in-Council ,  dated  July  I5, 
1904;  Saskatchewan  Provincial  Archives  file  No,  917620. 

29 

Based  on  correspondence  between  P,  G,  Keys,  Secretary  of 
the  Department  of  the  Interior,  and  McLaren,  McLeod  and  Black, 
Barristers,  of  Morden,  Manitoba,  dated  April  6,  1905;  Saskatchewan 
Provincial  Archives  file  No.  917620. 
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30 

The  Revised  Statutes  of  Canada.  Volume  1,  "The  Dominion 
Lands  Act,"  46V.,  c.  17 »  s.  1,  part,,  Chapter  54»  Clause  37 »  P*  S29. 

31 

The  Mennonites  had  additional  problems  in  those  initial 
stages  of  settlement,  many  of  which  were  a  repetition  of  similar 
problems  encountered  in  Rosthem.  McLaren,  McLeod  and  Black, 
solicitors  for  the  Mennonite  association,  listed  the  following 
complaints; 

1.  "Township  12,  Range  13  West  of  the  3rd  was  not  surveyed 
at  the  time  the  reserve  was  set  apart .There  are  a  number  of 
Mennonites  now  squatted  in  the  Township,  a  number  more  waiting  around 
Swift  Current  till  the  Township  is  open  for  homestead,  and  there  are 
more  who  will  not  leave  here  to  take  up  homesteads  there  as  they 
fear  that  they  will  never  get  them..." 

2.  "A  number  of  non -Mennonites  have  been  allowed  to  home¬ 
stead  on  the  reserve  by  the  Agent  at  Regina," 

3.  "These  Mennonites  wish  to  do  their  homesteading  on  the 
hamlet  system.  I  had  a  petition  forwarded  to  the  Minister  of  the 
Interior  in  December  1904,  file  917620,  and  received  a  reply  on  the 
6th  April  190 5  stating  that  it  would  be  necessary  before  this  petition 
could  be  granted,  to  submit  an  application  to  that  effect  to  the 
Minister,  signed  by  at  least  twenty  families  as  provided  by  clause  37 
of  the  Dominion  Lands  Act.  None  of  the  hamlets  yet  have  twenty 
settlers  in  them,  and  the  inspectors  of  the  Department  are  poking 
around  and  notifying  the  homesteaders,  in  these  hamlets,  to  get  on 
their  land,,.The  society  has  three  years  to  settle  the  reserve,  and 
before  that  time  is  up,  every  homestead  that  is  worth  taking  in  the 
reserve  will  be  settled  if  the  officials  simply  let  them  alone,  so 
that  I  cannot  understand  why  the  inspectors  should  meddle  v/ith  the 
home-vsteaders  that  are  there,  for  there  certainly  is  no  one  else 
entitled  to  take  up  the  homesteads ,., .and  the  whole  matter  of  the 
inspectors  coming  after  these  people  must  be  on  the  motion  of  some 
one  in  the  Department .  I  am  sure  that  you  will  agree  with  me  that 

it  is  most  desirable  to  settle  these  people  out  on  these  lands,  as 
they  make  admirable  farmers,  and  open  up  the  districts  where  no  one 
else  will  settle ,,, .all  they  (inspectors)  seemed  to  have  to  do  was  to 
let  the  matter  alone  and  the  reserve  would  be  settled.,.". 

Based  on  correspondence  between  J,  B,  McLaren  and  Frank  Oliver 
Minister  of  the  Interior,  dated  July  4,  1906;  Saskatchewan  Provincial 
Archives  file  No.  917620. 

In  most  cases,  it  seems  that  the  disputes  between  Mennonites 
and  non-Mennonite  squatters  were  settled  without  hard  feelings,  as 
land  was  readily  available  within  the  reserve.  This  basic  concern 
in  many  cases  was  the  infiltration  by  non-Mennonite s  of  the  proposed 
Mennonite  group  settlement, 

32 

Based  on  correspondence  between  J.  B,  McLaren  and  Frank 
Oliver,  Minister  of  the  Interior,  dated  March  26,  1906;  Saskatchewan 
Provincial  Archives  file  No.  917620. 
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Based  on  data  collected  from  homestead  files  and  interviews 
with  surviving  homesteaders  and  their  descendents.  Interviews  were 
conducted  in  the  summer  of  197A-*  The  following  quotation  from  a 
letter  to  McLaren,  McLeod  and  Black  from  the  Department  of  the 
Interior  dated  December  10,  1906,  clarifies  the  option  open  in  this 
case:  "The  homesteader  was  required  to  own  buildings  either  on  his 
homestead  or  in  the  hamlet  and  perform  the  ordinary  cultivation 
duties,  except  where  the  homesteader  elected  to  reside  with  his 
father  on  the  latter’s  land  in  the  hamlet  in  which  event  the  extra 
cultivation  must  be  performed" • 
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CHAPTER  FIVE 


SETTLEMENT  PATTERN  AND  FORM 


INTRODUCTION 

As  was  the  case  with  the  Manitoba  Reserves  and  the  older  Russian 
settlements,  the  villages  making  up  the  Mennonite  settlements  of  both 
the  Saskatchewan  Reseinres  were  the  result  of  a  desire  to  establish 
and  maintain  a  certain  social  and  religious  organization.  The  essence 
of  this  organization  was  co-operation  in  the  maintenance  of  the 
social  infrastructure  and  thus  the  village  environment  was  considered 
essential. 

It  was  for  the  above  reason,  as  well  as  for  those  of  religious 
influence  and  past  experience,  that  the  conservative  element  of  the 
Mennonites  moving  into  Saskatchewan  chose  to  settle  in  villages.  In 
addition,  there  were  a  number  of  practical  inducements  to  village 
settlement ,  as  are  evidenced  by  the  surviving  petitions  submitted  by 
the  villagers  in  the  Swift  Current  Reserve  (see  Appendix  5) •  There 
was  a  strong  desire  to  minimize  the  cost  and  inconvenience  of  supplying 
essential  water  to  each  farmer.  In  an  area  where  water  was  exception¬ 
ally  scarce,  and  at  a  time  when  the  settlers  were  establishing  them¬ 
selves,  it  was  thought  to  be  less  expensive  and  more  convenient  to 
provide  one  well  to  serve  a  group  of  farmers  living  in  close  proximity 
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to  each  other  than  it  would  be  to  provide  one  well  for  each  of  the 
farmers  on  their  individual  homesteads.  Similar  reasoning  can  be 
applied  to  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  roads  and  drainage 
ditches,  pasture  fences,  churches,  and  schools.  In  addition,  it 
proved  convenient  to  have  one’s  neighbours  close  at  hand  in  event  of 
an  emergency  or  during  major  construction  projects  and  other  major 
undertakings. 

The  form  of  the  administrative  function  of  the  villages  trans¬ 
ferred  from  the  Mennonite  settlements  in  Manitoba  to  Saskatchewan 
was  similar.  The  chief  individual  village  administrator  was  termed 
the  "Schultz”  or  mayor,  and  was  elected  by  the  assembly  of  all  land- 
owners  in  the  village.  Two  other  officials  aiding  in  the  village 
administration  were  responsible  for  the  village  fire  insurance  scheme 
and  the  village  common  pasture.  Thus  the  village  administration  was 
the  responsibility  of  three  elected  officers,  which  often  combined 
in  one  or  two  persons. 

All  major  expenditures  or  changes  in  rules  or  by-laws  required  a 
majority  vote  from  an  assembly  of  all  the  landowning  villagers.  Each 
of  the  men  responsible  for  the  village  administration  could  be  and 
usually  was,  a  preacher  in  the  village  church.  In  addition  to  this, 
all  of  the  villagers  were  members  of  the  church.  In  fact,  a  meeting 
of  the  village  assembly  or  council  was  identical  with  a  meeting  of  the 
church  congregation.  Thus,  secular  and  religious  matters  were  very 
closely  linked.  It  was  the  church  that  gave  authority  to  the  secular 
or  civil  administration.  The  church,  via  the  process  of  communication, 
was  used  as  the  source  of  discipline  in  secular  as  well  as  in  religious 
matters.  Expulsion  from  the  church  for  wrongdoing  meant,  at  least. 


^  fy..?‘  ;/  !»(>.  V'jI'/i  *r,?^«*?/tKr*6W^  E*x(Vnriii\ 

*  *  . 

4*11  .'«*.r  !»?■«  ’’AiH'^-  r,;  ii>>Ln**cr  ;  OjJ  b=fXlqH^ 

•  •■  ■*  < 

ji  r-y/iHr  ftl  •.»iu:;4:v«  ^:^i^  ,, 

Xj  ‘MV--  tiiil^^i»i  .^yX.;  :  '.1  »'»<»  Wd  c!  .liWtnsvflM  o«'i\wil 


)  TS" 
,  ; 


:V  D? 

■■‘h 


i- , 


.«iJ-  sff  4-3.  on<f>  ittff 


'.  '  '<J  «*"  />,iS?^<  W98  9iU£»nnst<-<>rfx  ,«»^'l  t£-tir<? 


JY**"'!  ' 'tM '  f  ’  i’'’  iJJ**  '(■  1', 


r.  ‘  vL^H  j  ^ ttmi  ^jfJtdb  .na/l^rtM  jvfiw 

’  ‘  »  •  I  ■ 


i 


v*U?  ‘  '"v  -ra 

‘  ■  ?  tV  . 


;r-.K* j  r  ;  ^• 


t- .  v  "  s  *  '  '  n  xfit*  V  wiii^  fl« 

'  -^  K  JV 

"'ll-  ■  -'■  ■ 


■'in* 


,t 


*  ■  .  ^'  ' 


>:^r(  r"*..  '  j  - 


a  i  l‘.  .a*i- 


,0  ap'  Liv  b/JA 

i.,'>V  - 


.ir  *:..1 


.Bro^sq  0^^- 


r  h, 


t. 


*iD  irotan^  iXl  .t  ^  " .,. 

I  ■  ’  '  4  ' 


■  '  is 


f^’'4?i' 


•Vi-  ^ 


'  -.  '  '  ,'v  .  ,  -  '  .,...■' 

•"  Ldt  Jo-  - 


•  »•  ;T. 


.cci--.  .  <  ,  i  'wr-ip’ftt  -i"  B 

»  .‘  ■ .  .»  'fi' ;{ 

■•  ,  -»i  •’1.  ->•!-'  t'-  •  ‘  **W^-1^.''UXV  M  r  VJ  iX«.  ; 

•J  *  '  ' 


f*  'v***  >'‘^  ti' 


r^'  '-»L.‘  JJ  .tT.jfoii  \Jaefti0  ‘ 

it  '•  . 


>  r 

n'V...-, 


.  1 


istxi 


a-  .’  ..  A. 


if*  41  •  •■ 


II 


I  * 


100 


psychological  expulsion  from  the  community,  and  could  lead  to  one’s 
physical  expulsion  as  well.  It  was  under  these  social  conditions 
that  the  organized  villages  were  established  and  maintained  during 
those  early  days  around  the  turn  of  the  century  in  both  Saskatchewan 
reserves, 

PHYSICAL  HIVIRONMMT  OF  THE  MENNONITE  RESERVES 

The  physical  geography  of  the  Rosthem  Reserve  varied  slightly 
from  the  terrain  of  the  West  Reserve  in  Manitoba,  The  elevation  of 
the  Rosthem  Reserve  is  about  I5OO  feet  above  sea  level.  Climatically, 
the  area  is  slightly  more  moist  than  the  Svriift  Current  Reserve,  with  a 
mean  annual  precipitation  of  more  than  I4  inches.  The  two  Reserves 
compare  favourably  as  regards  temperature.  Each  experiences  about 
100  frost-free  days  per  annum,  and  between  2600  and  2800  degree-days 
above  42®F  between  May  1  and  September  30.  Both  areas  chosen  by  the 
Mennonites  were  well  within  the  temperature  ranges  necessary  for 
wheat  cultivation . ^ 

The  natural  vegetation  cover  of  the  Rosthem  Reserve  consists  of 
mixed  prairie  grasses  with  scattered  aspen  poplar  groves  (Populus 
tremuloides) ,  characteristic  of  what  is  known  as  the  ’’parkland  belt”. 
The  vegetation  complex  is  underlain  by  black  chemozemic  soil  in  the 
majority  of  areas,  while  solonetzic  and  regosolic  soils  appear  in  the 
river  valleys  and  in  the  northern  fringe  of  the  reserved  lands. 

Overall,  the  area  is  well-suited  for  grain  crop  cultivation  provided 
moderate  moisture  conservation  practises  are  employed. 

The  land  surface  is  not  unlike  the  West  Reserve  in  Manitoba.  It 
is  relatively  flat,  with  slopes  of  less  than  ten  percent,  owing  to  its 
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glacial  history.  It  is  largely  covered  by  lacustrine  deposits  inter¬ 
spersed  with  hummocky  glacial  moraine.  Local  relief  is  largely  due 
to  the  North  and  South  Saskatchewan  Rivers,  which  are  incised  about 
100  feet  below  the  surface  topography.  The  rivers  cross  the  Reserve 
in  Tomships  44  and  45  Ranges  6  and  7»  in  the  case  of  the  North 
Saskatchewan  River,  and  in  Townships  39  and  40  in  Ranges  2  and  3  in 
the  case  of  the  South  Saskatchewan  River  (see  Figure  9). 

The  area  chosen  by  the  Mennonites  for  the  location  of  the  Swift 
Current  Reserve  was  in  many  ways  similar  to  the  landscape  of  the  West 
Reserve  in  Manitoba  and  the  Rosthem  Reserve.  The  elevation  of  the 
Swift  Current  Reserve  is  about  2400  feet  above  sea  level.  Climatically 
the  area  is  located  in  the  Palliser  Triangle  and  thus  is  semi-arid  in 
character,  receiving  about  12  to  14  inches  of  precipitation  annually. 
The  natural  vegetation  consists  of  a  mixture  of  prairj.e  grasses  under¬ 
lain  with  brown  and  dark -brown  chemozemic  soils.  Overall,  the  area  of 
the  Reserve  has  proven  suitable  for  dryland  grain  farming,  provided  the 
farmer  employs  the  necessary  conservation  methods  when  cultivating  the 
land. 

The  most  noticeable  feature  of  the  surface  topography  of  the 
Swift  Current  Reserve  is  its  relative  flatness,  rather  like  the 
Rosthem  Reserve.  The  vast  majority  of  the  Reserve  is  gently  rolling 
with  slopes  of  less  than  ten  percent.  In  the  western  and  northeastern 
fringes  of  the  Reserve,  the  land  becomes  slightly  more  rolling,  with 
slopes  increasing  to  thirty  percent  over  more  than  forty  percent  of 
these  areas.  The  gently  rolling  nature  of  the  area  is  attributed  to 
the  glacial  geology  of  the  area.  The  surface  geology  consists  mainly 
of  hummocky,  dead  ice  and  glacial  disintegration  features,  with 
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localized  kettled  lacustrine  deposits.  The  local  relief,  on  the  order 

of  50  to  100  feet,  is  the  result  of  such  features  as  prairie  mounds, 

2 

kettles,  and  moraine  complexes. 

The  physical  terrain  of  both  reserves  provided  an  abundance  of 
relatively  level  land  for  village  location.  Unlike  the  East  Reserve 
in  Manitoba,  there  was  no  predominant  drainage  pattern  with  which  to 
orient  the  settlement  pattern.  Surface  water  in  the  Swift  Current 
Reserve,  and  to  a  lesser  extent  in  the  Rosthem  Reserve,  was  minimal, 
making  wells  the  obvious  water  source.  The  overall  settlement  pattern 
of  the  Saskatchewan  Reserves  could  be  more  closely  compared  to  the 
West  Reserve  in  Manitoba  than  to  the  poorly-drained  and  wooded  East 
Reserve.  This  similarity  was  due  partially  to  the  similarity  of 
terrain  and  partially  due  to  the  fact  that  the  vast  majority  of  settlers 
were  from  the  West  Reserve  in  Manitoba. 

The  villages  in  both  reserves  in  Saskatchev;an  were  oriented  to 
either  a  north-south  or  an  east-west  direction,  with  only  one  minor 
exception.  The  village  of  Blumenthal  in  the  Rosthem  Reserve  was 
oriented  slightly  west  of  true  north.  The  overall  pattern  was  deter¬ 
mined  by  the  grid  survey  (see  Figure  12).  The  Mennonites  in  both  the 
Rosthem  and  Swift  Current  Reserves  chose  to  use  the  survey  lines  as 
guides  in  the  sub-division  of  their  land  into  village  lots  and  pastures. 
The  result  was  that  all  boundary  lines  and  roads  paralleled  the  town¬ 
ship  and  range  lines. 

VILLAGE  FORM 

The  total  number  of  named  agglomerated  Mennonite  settlements 
established  around  the  turn  of  the  century  in  both  of  the  Saskatchewan 


♦  /  •  * 

'  ^ 

'  .*  -  .  ,-  '  Pfi  U.y  -  <l'U  V 

•  * 

=  '  T 


4  « 


•  , 
•  k 


t  •* 


"i*  -  iIaooX 

er*#*'  Iti  0‘r* 

^  4k 

•  f'  oats^.M  6f»4.  I ' 

'  '  •  I  *  ■  -  ^  .  ■ 

fai  cJc-tf  »<(tk»'.->  ><  •’((V 

^  nf,  .  ,f  Ulti  t>’94£  ik'’  '>i^ 

.  ’  dTis^>  T'.'Js'j  tcK  f nwi*?  .  niv 

.  *  -  ‘  *  ‘*1* 

\\^K  -JiU  iii  *' wrt'OiiiCf 
,  thP  -»ct«»vtx4  •  oX  bciA 

^  -ia*fw  ei^XV-'  nllfiM  aoXjiwi 

fxijT  ,  jjtrkV  Ti  'i  *  i.-  <?“%.  /•<'•  aI*x*;  •  -•V  .-msiH  O£vLio^i03teji?.  srfi  Xc* 

I..  ■  .  ^  ,.  .,  trijK  v,  .  .  ir-i  ■"J.  •  "Wf  kdoalJ^  »i  «.v^t.-»H  JbsW 

•3^j|  y;  .'Jiia  *5  »<  ’  ■'‘’*'  T.-’ airff  46vn&E'»}! 


'» 


i*:.  -.• 


C*' 


*  ' 


v»Mt 


-^V 


.  ■*'!^  '  ,  ^Tul 

^  ^  ,  ,  t  :i  r.  J  9vri.96«iH  9fli  mcY^  snfiv 

T  , 

-  -  •  ,  _  .  -•  '  >  *  ‘  t 

;,-i>.,  .>*-■=-“•  /4a  <4  ',  *  i  # •i-’i  '^'c*  H! J  a  ' 

•  •  ,  ■  ■ 

,t  OtiT  >  . 


4f- 

.I*'!' 


E 


wM:  ^ -:  .:'i  l*w 

•  **  * 


.  tri 


-.  i 


'< .  *  ' 


JH 


.  '-  •sf-i  *  ...  ’  *  U:\t  l  '^cr^'*  V*  »>-il».  i 

.M  iit-’  t>0i  ^11^1  i/i|  ;«t%*  ***^  . 

I  ♦  _ 

,u4filX  »aorr  l>42k 

^  •«  » 

■  J  *  •  Know  go^jachr-' . 

-  J  ^  • 

iA  i  \  'd«L 

f. 


1  . 
I  i 


•I)  .  -  » 


.,'  <  *V;*> 


oil 


♦  •  -.1  ■ 


.r  '' 

d*» 


Rosengarl 

Q  I 

Rheinland 


Springfield 


Rosenhof 


Hochfeldt  ‘ 


Rosenboch 

Rosenort 


Schoenweise 


Shantzenfeld 


ChorHtz 


Schoenfeid 


Haufningsfeldt 


Hamburg 


Rheinfeld 


North 

Gnodenthol 


Neindorf 

0 

South 

Gnodenthol 


Neuhoffnung 


Blumenhof 


SWIFT  CURRENT 
RESERVE 


MENNONITE  VILLAGE 
DISTRIBUTION 
IN  THE 

SASKATCHEWAN 

RESERVES 


m  Organized  “Strassendorf"  viljage 
■=  Unorganized  "Strassendorf”  village 
Four  corner  hamlet 

—  Boundaries  of  the  original 

Rosthern  Reserve 

—  Township  lines 


t 

NORTH 


Slumenort 


0  3  6  MILES 

I.  L  - ' - ' 

0  3  6  KILOMETERS 


Source:  Compiled  from  Dep’t.  of  Interior,  File  Nos.  270476  and  917620 


Figure  I  2 


Reserves  is  fifty-two.  There  were  thirty  established  in  the  Rosthem 
Reserve  between  1894  and  approximately  1905,  and  twenty-two  established 
in  the  Swift  Current  Reserve  between  1904  and  1909.  These  agglomerated 
settlements  were  usually  given  Mennonite  names.  It  was  hoped  that  most 
of  them  would  increase  in  population  as  settlement  continued,  gaining 
the  status  of  hamlets  with  elected  administrations.  The  villages  can 
be  grouped  into  three  types  or  categories  according  to  their  form  and 
administration  or  lack  of  administration:  the  organized  village,  the 
unorganized  village,  and  the  four-comer  hamlet. 

The  first  category,  which  most  closely  resembles  the  open  field 
village  established  in  Manitoba,  is  the  organized  village.  This 
settlement  is  characterized  by  its  strassendorf  form  and  the  inclusion 
at  one  time  of  an  associated  common  pasture.  The  initial  group  of 
intending  Mennonite  settlers  selected  their  homesteads  in  close 
proximity  to  each  other.  Next,  the  land  for  the  village  was  chosen  to 
minimize  travel  time  from  farmland  to  village.  With  few  exceptions, 
this  type  of  village  was  located  on  the  odd-numbered  sections  within 
the  reserved  townships.  According  to  the  Orders-in-Council  granting 
the  reserves,  the  Mennonites  were  allowed  to  purchase  the  odd-numbered 
sections  to  expand  their  farms  (see  Appendix  4).  In  some  cases,  these 
odd-numbered  sections  were  subsequently  subdivided  into  village  lots 
and  pasture  land,  forming  an  organized  village. 

The  position  of  the  street  was  decided  upon  and  rectangular  lots 
V7ere  laid  out  at  right  angles  to  and  on  either  side  of  the  street. 

Lots  in  the  Rosthem  Reserve  were  generally  slightly  over  200  feet 
wide  and  600  feet  long,  while  the  lot  size  in  the  Swift  Current  Reserve 
was  300  feet  \n.de  by  500  to  600  feet  long.  The  number  of  lots  or 
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families  varied  with  each  village,  but  was  usually  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  in  number. 

The  length  of  the  street  depended  on  the  number  of  families 
making  up  the  village.  The  street  was  usually  one-half  mile  or  one 
mile  long,  with  the  buildings  clustered  along  the  central  portion  of 
the  length.  In  most  cases,  the  size  of  the  village  lot  did  not  require 
that  all  the  land  adjacent  to  the  village  street  be  used  for  building 
lots  to  accommodate  all  the  villagers.  In  this  case,  the  land  adjacent 
to  the  street  could  be  used  for  the  village  pasture  or  for  the 
accommodation  of  new  members  or  an  expanding  village  population. 

The  village  pasture  varied  in  size  from  village  to  village, 
depending  on  the  population  and  its  needs.  In  the  case  of  Neuhorst 
and  Neuanlage  in  the  Rosthem  Reserve,  the  pasture  consisted  of  what 
remained  of  one  section  and  one-half  section  respectively,  after  the 
village  had  been  laid  out  (see  Figure  13).  In  the  SwdLft  Current 
Reserve,  the  situation  was  similar.  For  example,  the  villages  of 
Blum.enort  and  Blumenhof  were  located  on  parcels  of  land  one  square 
mile  or  one  section  in  size  (see  Figure  14)*  The  village  in  both 
cases  occupied  a  relatively  narrow  strip  of  land  within  the  square 
mile  while  the  remainder  was  used  as  common  pasture. 

The  organized  village  allowed  for  a  certain  measure  of  division 
of  labour.  The  acquisition  and  maintenance  of  livestock  v/as  an  espec¬ 
ially  im.portant  factor  in  the  early  period  of  settlement .  This 
resource  was  used  as  a  primary  source  of  food  before  commercial,  trading 
centers  were  established  in  the  reserve.  As  a  result,  each  farmer 
maintained  a  small  herd  of  dairy  cattle.  For  this  reason,  and  because 
fencing  material  was  expensive,  the  common  pasture  was  not  fenced,  but 
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instead  the  cattle  were  taken  out  each  morning  by  a  cow  herd.  This  job 
was  done  by  a  hired  person  or  was  taken  in  turn  by  villagers  or  their 
children. 

If  the  village  was  of  sufficient  size  to  warrant  its  ovm  church, 
a  lot  near  the  center  of  the  village  was  provided.  The  cemetery  was 
usually  near  the  church  or  in  some  comer  of  the  common  pasture.  The 
lot  provided  for  the  church  and  cemetery  was  generally  narrower  than 
the  other  lots,  but  equally  as  long.  As  the  use  of  this  lot  was 
limited,  the  unoccupied  land  was  rented  out  to  one  villager  and  usually 
used  for  a  hay  field.  The  German  school  usually  occupied  the  church 
building  during  the  weekdays  throughout  the  winter  months,  thus  doing 
away  with  the  necessity  for  a  separate  building. 

The  Mennonite  villagers,  upon  settlement  of  the  village  site, 
planted  trees,  usually  poplars  (populus  tremuloides)  along  the  village 
street  and  around  their  individual  lots.  Given  the  lack  of  fences, 
these  trees  acted  not  on!ly  as  windbreaks  but  also  as  boundary  markers. 
As  both  areas  originally  lacked  great  numbers  of  trees,  especially  the 
Swift  Current  Reserve,  this  practice  added  to  the  attractiveness  of 
the  settlements  while  serving  a  practical  function. 

Land  use  within  the  individual  village  lots  did  not  differ 
markedly  in  the  two  reserves.  The  characteristic  connected  house-and- 
bam,  to  be  discussed  in  detail  later,  occupied  an  area  close  to  the 
street  and  was  usually  surrounded  by  the  household  garden  and  a  small 
grove  of  hardy  fruit  trees.  The  garden  generally  contained  the  basic 
vegetables  -  potatoes,  com,  cabbage,  beets,  tLxmips,  carrots,  peas, 
and  beans  -  that  could  be  preserved  for  use  during  the  winter  months. 
Those  less  hardy  garden  items  such  as  cucumbers,  tomatoes,  and  melons. 
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were  planted,  but  enjoyed  little  success  during  the  early  period. 

The  surviving  pioneers  attribute  this  failure  to  the  early  frosts 
which  characterized  the  period  of  settlement.  The  orchard  generally 
contained  hardy  fruit  trees  such  as  crabapples,  wild  plums,  wild 
cherries,  and  various  berries  and  currants.  The  garden  and  the 
orchard  were  generally  surrounded  by  trees  for  protection  against 
the  harsh  effects  of  the  wind. 

The  remainder  of  the  lot  served  as  a  storage  area  for  the  famer’s 
machinery,  feed,  and  grain.  The  necessary  outbuildings  occupied  an 
area  directly  behind  the  house-bam  structure,  while  the  cattle  pens 
and  a  small  pasture  or  wheat  field  occupied  the  rear  of  the  lot. 

Land  ownership  in  this  semi-comm.unal  strassendorf  type  village 
was  quite  different  from  that  in  the  other  two  types  of  village  and 
from  the  general  pattern  of  land  ownership  in  the  area  surrounding  the 
reserves.  The  land  for  the  village  was  purchased  by  the  village 
members  in  the  name  of  the  village  church,  or  in  the  name  of  the 
village  representatives.  As  the  even-numbered  sections  were  reserved 
for  homesteading,  and  as  the  odd-numbered  sections  were  for  sale  by 
either  the  Dominion  or  the  appropriate  railway  company,  the  groups  of 
Mennonites  were  forced  to  settle  these  organized  villages  on  the  odd- 
numbered  sections.  Once  the  village  lots  were  laid  out,  the 
individuals  chose  their  own  lots  and  agreed  to  pay  a  proportionate 
amount  of  the  total  purchase  price  and  thereafter,  a  proportionate 
amount  of  the  taxes  to  which  the  village  land  was  subject. 

In  the  case  of  the  village  of  Neuanlage,  the  title  for  the  v/hole 
of  Section  23,  Township  40,  Range  west  of  the  third  meridian,  was 
issued  in  the  name  of  Johann  V/iebe,  Bishop  of  the  Rheinland  Mennonite 
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Church  of  Manitoba,  on  June  18,  1900,  which  is  almost  five  years  after 
the  first  Mennonites  arrived  at  the  site  of  the  present  village.^ 

On  November  28,  190i+,  the  title  was  transferred  to  Jacob  Wiens, 
Bishop  of  the  Old  Colony  Church  of  Neuanlage,  owner  in  fee  simple  of 
the  whole  of  Section  23.  According  to  the  title,  the  members  of  the 
village  shared  interests  of  varying  size  in  the  village  land.  The 
interests  varied  from  a  maximun  of  six  sixty-fourths  to  a  minimum  of 
one  sixty-fourth.  The  village  lots  varied  in  width  according  to  the 
size  of  the  interest  held  by  the  villager,  which  in  turn  determined 
the  share  of  the  common  pasture  to  be  used  by  the  individual  for 
grazing  his  cattle. 

The  system  of  land  ownership  and  the  village  plan  varied  from 
village  to  village  in  the  Rosthem  Reserve,  but  the  basic  idea  of 
group  rather  than  individual  ownership  prevailed  in  the  organized 
village.  Thus  the  village  land  was  subject  to  group  decision  and  not 
to  the  individual  decisions  of  the  farmer. 

The  situation  in  the  Swift  Current  Reserve  was  of  a  similar 
nature.  Six  of  the  villages  were  of  the  strassendorf  plan  with  a 
common  pasture  and  an  elected  administration.  The  villagers  in  each 
case  arranged  a  v/ritten  agreement  as  to  their  individual  responsi¬ 
bilities  to  the  village.  Fortunately,  the  agreement  for  the  village 
of  Chortitz  in  the  Swift  Current  Reserve  still  exists. 

In  the  Chortitz  agreement,  the  village  land  was  deeded  to  the 
Mennonite  Church  of  Chortitz  and,  in  this  case,  was  three-quarters  of 
a  section  (see  Appendix  6).  Each  member  agreed  to  abide  by  the 
conditions  of  the  agreement  upon  his  acceptance  of  a  lot  within  the 
village.  The  lots  in  the  village  of  Chortitz  were  all  the  same  size. 
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measuring  approximately  300  feet  ia  width  by  approximately  5OO  feet  in 
length.  The  village  was  one-hal^’  mile  long  with  lots  on  either  side 
of  the  street  (see  Figure  15)*  -‘-e  of  the  village  common  pasture  was 

based  on  a  certain  number  of  head  for  each  village  lot.  These 
allotments  could  be  rearranged  according  to  the  hay  yield  of  a 
particular  year  and  by  mutual  agreement  between  individuals. 

The  organized  village  was  a  compromise  between  the  communal 
villages  of  Manitoba  and  the  individual  quarter-section  farmstead.  The 
success  of  this  arrangement  will  be  discussed  in  a  following  chapter. 

The  second  type  of  village,  the  unorganized  vi.llage,  maintained 
the  general  strassendorf  plan.  The  lot  sizes  differed  greatly  from 
individual  to  individual,  and  from  village  to  village  -  from  a  few 
acres  to  a  full  quarter-section.  Essentially,  this  type  of  village 
was  a  grouping  together  of  individual  farmers  on  their  own  land,  for 
some  group  benefit . 

The  largest  remaining  village  of  this  kind  is  Rosenhof,  on  the 
northern  edge  of  the  Swift  Current  Reserve,  Approximately  eighteen 
farmers  now  live  in  this  village  (see  Figure  I6).  As  the  group 
increased  in  the  initial  settlement  period,  the  village  increased  in 
length  and  developed  a  short  central  cross-road.  The  farmers  involved 
chose  to  subdivide  seven  quarter-sections  into  various  sized  lots. 

Each  farmer  built  his  house  along  the  village  street,  which  in  the 
case  of  Rosenhof,  ran  east-west  and  was  nearly  one  mile  long. 

This  type  of  village  differs  from  the  organized  village  in  that 
the  lots  are  less  regular  in  size,  the  houses  are  not  regularly 
spaced,  the  village  as  a  whole  is  not  as  compact,  and  it  lacks  the 
semi-communal  aspect  and  the  elected  administration.  At  the  same 
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time,  it  shares  with  the  first  category  the  same  reasons  for  its 
creation.  In  the  initial  period  of  settlement,  it  was  convenient 
to  live  close  to  one’s  neighbours  for  mutual  aid  and  to  co-operate 
in  the  establishment  of  such  things  as  a  water  supply  and  roads.  In 
addition,  the  church  and  the  German  school  were  located  central  to  as 
many  farmers  as  possible  and  then  often  acted  as  an  attracting  force 
in  the  establishment  of  a  nucleated  settlement, 

Rosenhof  and  the  villages  like  it  lacked  the  organization  of  the 
semi-communal  settlement  form.  The  farmers  co-operated  voluntarily 
without  a  written  agreement  and  an  elected  administration.  The 
individual  held  the  title  to  his  land  and  thus  acted  independently  of 
the  other  villagers  with  regards  to  improvements  and  maintenance  to 
his  property.  As  was  the  case  in  the  organized  village,  the  individual 
usually  built  his  house  and  bam  connected  together.  The  land  use 
within  the  lot  was  similar,  except  vrhere  the  lot  size  allowed  for 
larger  pasture  or  larger  arable  field  functions. 

In  short ,  these  villages  shared  a  common  form  with  the  organized 
village  but  lacked  the  community  organization  and  close  co-operation. 
These  unorganized  villages  outnumbered  the  organized  villages.  In 
the  founding  period,  it  was  thought  by  their  members  that  some  of 
them  would  petition  the  government  and  become  organized  villages. 

The  third  type  of  settlement  established  by  the  Mennonites  in 
both  reserves  is  not  unique  to  the  Mennonites  and  is  a  rather  common 
phenomenon  on  the  Western  Canadian  Prairies,  The  settlement  consisted 
generally  of  three  or  four  homesteads.  Each  ii. dividual  built  his 
farm  yard  on  the  comer  of  the  homestead  quarter-section  nearest  his 
neighbour.  The  result  was  what  could  be  termed  a  four-comer  hamlet. 
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The  farmer  maintained  the  title  to  his  own  land  and  there  was  no 
official  policy  of  co-operation  or  elected  administration.  The 
Mennonites  in  both  reserves  gave  names  to  these  settlements  also,  and 
thought  of  them  as  villages,  much  as  the  larger  villages.  Figure  17 
indicates  the  plan  of  the  four-comer  hamlet  of  KLeine  Rheinfeld. 

The  connected  house-and-bam  was  the  usual  form  of  dwelling,  but 
it  was  not  the  only  form  of  dwelling.  Deviation  from  this  tradition 
was  more  common  in  these  four-comer  hamlets.  Land  use  within  the 
farm  yard  was  essentially  the  same  as  in  the  other  two  village  types. 

The  main  similarity  with  the  other  village  forms  was  the  fact  that 
they  were  all  thought  of  as  villages  by  their  inhabitants  and  the 
other  Mennonites  of  the  area. 

In  summary,  the  Mennonites  established  three  settlement  tj/pes  in 
their  attempt  to  duplicate  the  social  environment  and  cultural  land¬ 
scape  which  they  enjoyed  in  Manitoba.  The  three  types  of  settlement  - 
the  organized  strassendorf  village,  the  unorganized  strassendorf 
village,  and  the  four-comer  hamlet  -  were  modifications  or  duplications 
of  settlement  forms  established  in  Manitoba  a  generation  or  more 
earlier. 

MMNONITE  BUILDINGS 

The  architecture  of  the  Mennonite  dvjelling  has  often  been  a  source 
of  debate.  The  fact  that  the  dwelling  place  and  the  stable  or  bam 
were  under  one  roof  has  resulted  in  questions  about  sanitation  and 
hygiene  as  opposed  to  the  convenience  offered  by  this  arrangement. 

An  attempt  will  be  made  to  outline  the  development  of  the  connected 
house-and-bam  structure  to  its  present  state  in  both  of  the  study 
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The  connected  house-and-bam  had  been  the  accepted  housing  form 
among  the  Mennonites  in  the  Russian  settlements  and  was  understandably 
transferred  to  the  Manitoba  settlements  along  with  the  rest  of  the 
Mennonites*  cultural  baggage.  The  migration  of  Mennonites  to  the 
Saskatchewan  settlements  resulted  in  the  spread  of  the  connected 
house-and-bam  • 

Large  timber  for  building  purposes  was  not  as  readily  available 
in  the  Rosthem  Reserve  as  it  had  been  in  the  Manitoba  Reserves.  The 
Rosthem  Reserve  was  located  in  Saskatchewan’s  parkland  and  thus  the 
timber  was  characteristically  aspen  poplar  (populus  tremuloides)  trees 
growing  in  the  river  bottoms  and  in  scattered  bluffs  throughout  the 
Reserve.  The  poplar  trunks  provided  the  building  material  for  the 
initial  shelters  and  buildings.  Poplar  as  a  building  material  was  not 
very  durable  and  thus  was  unsatisfactory.  Log  buildings  were  quickly 
replaced  by  frame  houses  and  stables  as  the  affluence  of  the  home¬ 
steaders  increased. 

The  initial  settlers  had  a  choice  of  two  building  styles  -  the 
connected  house-and-bam  or  the  house  separate  from  the  bam.  This 
dichotomy  was  matched  by  a  choice  in  the  process  of  settlement.  While 
many  of  the  intending  settlers  chose  to  settle  with  a  group,  thus 
forming  a  village,  a  large  number  chose  to  settle  on  their  individual 
quarter-section  homesteads.  This  latter  preference  increased  with 
time  from  the  period  of  initial  settlement .  The  people  in  the  villages 
tended  to  conform  to  tradition  and  built  their  houses,  whether  they 
were  of  logs  or  timber,  connected  to  the  bams.  On  the  other  hand, 
those  Mennonites  who  chose  not  to  settle  iu  this  traditional  method 
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often  tended  to  build  the  houses  and  barns  as  separate  units,  but  the 
connected  house-and-bam  was  known  outside  the  villages.  Generalizing, 
one  can  state  that  the  connected  house-and-bam  was  the  choice  with  few 
exceptions  in  the  village,  while  this  structure  was  the  exception  on 
the  individual  homesteads. 

The  initial  dwelling  on  the  individual  homestead  was  generally 
of  logs,  although  sawn  lumber  was  used  if  the  builder  could  afford  it. 
Supplies  of  sawn  lumber  were  readily  available  in  Hague,  Saskatoon, 
and  Rosthem  via  the  Qu'Appelle,  Long  Lake,  and  Saskatchewan  Railway 
which  ran  through  the  Mennonite  reserve.  Sawn  lumber  and  frame 
buildings  replaced  the  initial  log  structures,  and  no  log  structures 
exist  at  the  present  time. 

The  size  of  the  first  log  dwellings  in  the  Rosthem  Reserve  was 
small  in  comparison  to  the  structures  that  followed.  Generally,  the 
house  measured  about  16  to  18  feet  in  width  and  about  24  to  30  feet 
in  length.  Thatched  roofs  were  generally  associated  with  the  log 
buildings,  while  the  sawn  lumber  buildings  were  more  likely  to  be 
shingled.  The  bam  was  generally  of  a  rougher  nature  and  almost 
always  constmcted  of  logs  with  a  thatch  or  sod  roof.  The  bam 
tended  to  remain  in  this  style  longer  than  the  house.  The  bam  was 
generally  larger  than  the  house,  measuring  18  to  20  feet  in  width  and 
over  30  feet  in  length. 

The  initial  log  houses  in  the  village  were  constructed  by  various 
methods,  depending  largely  on  the  availability  of  timber  and  the 
skill  of  the  builder.  The  dwelling  place  and  the  stable  or  bam  were 
generally  contained  under  one  ridge  pole  without  the  benefit  of  a 
connecting  passageway  as  later  became  the  case.  The  house  was  only 
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one  storey  high,  with  a  simple  gable  end  construction  (see  Plates  1 
and  2).  The  floor  plan  was  rudimentary,  containing  few  individual 
rooms  (see  Figure  18),  The  method  of  finishing  a  house  was  common  in 
the  Mennonite  dwellings  in  Russia  and  was  again  adopted  by  many  of 
these  second  generation  Canadian  Mennonites.  The  walls  of  the  house 
were  often  plastered  inside  and  outside  with  a  mixture  of  clay  and 
straw,  with  the  interior  of  the  house  whitewashed  in  addition.  The 
Mennonites  were  aided  in  this  aspect  of  their  house  building  by  the 
neighbouring  Dukhobors,  who  were  skilled  in  the  use  of  clay  plaster 
and  supplied  the  Mennonites  with  some  of  the  slackened  lime  for  the 
whitewash  needed  for  the  finishing  touch.  The  roof  of  the  early 
Mennonite  dwelling  was  generally  a  light  frame  of  poplar  poles 
covered  with  thatched  hay,  and  later,  straw. 

The  initial  log  and  thatched  connected  house-and-bam  was 
replaced  with  a  frame  connected  house-and-bam  as  soon  as  the  indi¬ 
vidual  could  afford  it  and  as  the  log  dwelling  neared  the  end  of  its 
usefulness.  The  frame  dewlling  was  of  larger  proportions,  as  it  was 
slightly  longer  and  slightly  wider  than  its  predecessor.  The 
connected  bam  was  generally  larger  as  well. 

Whereas  in  the  earlier  structure  the  house  and  bam  were  under 
one  ridge  pole,  later  the  house  and  bam  either  had  their  roofs  at 
different  levels  or  were  joined  by  a  narrower  passageway.  The  reason 
for  this  change  was  to  make  a  more  complete  division  of  house  and 
bam.  In  most  cases,  one  end  of  the  house  faced  the  street  and  the 
other  the  bam,  the  roof  of  which  was  generally  in  line.  In  a  few 
cases,  the  long  axis  of  the  house  was  oriented  at  right  angles  to  that 
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Similar  to  Plate  Number  3 


MENNONITE  HOUSE-BARN 
COMBINATIONS 
OF  THE 

SASKATCHEWAN  RESERVES 


THESE  PLANS  ARE  SIMPLIFIED  EXAMPLES 
OF  THE  THREE  MAIN  STYLES  OF  FLOOR 
PLANS  FOUND  IN  THE  SASKATCHEWAN 
RESERVES 


APPROXIMATELY  25  FEET 


APPROXIMATELY 
5  METERS 


Source:  Field  Doto 


Figure  18 
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Plate  1.  Early  Mennonite  log  house  with  a  thatched  roof  and 
mud  plastered  walls.  Note  the  method  of  construction.  In 
many  cases,  this  type  of  dwelling  was  attached  to  a  thatched 
log  bam.  (Source:  Jacob  Friesen,  Hague,  Saskatchewan) 


Plate  2.  A  Mennonite  house-bam  combination  of  frame 
construction.  The  thatched  roof  was  unus. al  in  combiuation 
with  the  frame  construction.  Note  the  Mennonite  family  in 
traditional  nineteenth  century  Mennonite  garb.  (Source: 
Jacob  Friesen,  Hague,  Saskatchewan) 
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In  the  Swift  Current  Reserve,  the  physical  environment  was 
markedly  different  in  one  aspect.  There  were  virtually  no  trees  save 
the  scrub  growth  around  sloughs  and  in  the  coulee  bottoms.  The 
Mennonites  had  little  choice  but  to  build  with  sawn  lumber,  which  was 
obtained  in  those  early  years  by  a  two-day  round  trip  to  the  lumber 
yards  some  fifteen  miles  to  the  north,  in  Swift  Current.  The  building 
of  a  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  branch  line  in  1912  facilitated  the 
establishment  of  lumber  yards  at  the  towns  of  Wymark  and  Neville,  both 
of  which  serviced  the  needs  of  the  Mennonites, 

The  Mennonites  moving  to  the  Swift  Current  Reserve  were  financed, 
almost  without  exception,  by  loans  from  the  Rheinland  Mennonite 
Association,  Nearly  all  the  early  homestead  entries  include  a  lien 
in  the  amount  of  $50  to  $150  in  favour  of  the  above-mentioned  Assoc¬ 
iation.  The  m.ajority  of  the  farmers  were  from  Manitoba  v/here  they  had 
previously  owned  farms.  In  most  cases,  the  proceeds  from  the  sale  of 
the  land  in  Manitoba,  and  the  loan  from  the  Mennonite  Association, 
aided  in  the  establishment  of  these  people  and  as  a  result,  there  are 
no  knovjn  cases  of  dugout  or  sod  shelters  built  on  the  Swift  Current 
Reserve.  This  indicates  that  conditions  of  early  settlement  of  the 
Swift  Current  Reserve  were  less  rudimentary  than  those  during  the 
establishment  of  the  Manitoba  Reserves,  All  of  the  initial  dwellings 
were  frame,  indicating  a  certain  level  of  affluence. 

In  most  cases,  the  house  and  barn  were  connected  in  various 
arrangements.  In  many  cases,  the  first  attempt  was  the  construction 
of  one  building,  half  of  which  would  be  used  a.  the  stable,  while  the 
other  half  served  as  living  quarters.  The  separation  was  a  single 
wall,  with  house  and  bam  walls  in  one  line.  The  roof  levels  were  also 
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in  line.  In  this  case,  as  the  homestead  developed,  and  as  the  farmer 
became  better  established,  an  extension  was  made  to  the  building, 
sometimes  with  a  passageway  and  sometimes  without  one.  The  original 
building  was  usually  converted  to  use  as  the  bam,  while  the  extension 
was  used  as  the  house.  This  process  of  evolution  met  the  needs  for 
shelter  in  the  early  years  while  at  the  same  time  minimizing  the  cost 
in  the  homesteading  period. 

Equally  as  common  was  the  frame  house  and  bam  built  in  line 
under  one  ridge  pole.  The  house  and  bam  were  of  the  same  width,  with 
the  length  of  the  bam  slightly  longer  than  the  house.  In  this  case, 
the  house  and  bam  were  separated  by  a  hallway  running  across  the 
width  of  the  structure  between  the  house  portion  and  the  bam.  For 
people,  the  entrance  to  the  house  and  bam  was  gained  via  this  hallway, 
while  entrance  to  the  bam,  for  animals  and  machinery,  was  gained 
through  larger  double  doors  at  the  end  or  side  of  the  bam. 

A  refinement  to  this  plan,  which  was  common  in  Manitoba  and  later 
in  the  Rosthem  area,  was  the  separation  of  the  house  and  bam*  by  a 
narrow  passageway  or  porch.  The  function  of  the  two  buildings  remained 
the  same  while  their  size  in  proportion  to  each  other  changed  slightly. 
The  barn  could  be,  and  often  was,  made  wider  than  the  house  without 
affecting  the  overall  design  of  the  house  (see  Figure  18  for  details 
of  various  plans). 

The  reasons  for  building  the  house  and  bam  together  have  been 
discussed  by  other  writers,  but  nontheless  bear  review  here.  Perhaps 
the  primary  advantage  is  the  convenience  offered  in  caring  for  live¬ 
stock  in  the  very  cold  prairie  winters.  The  connection  of  house  and 
bam  also  offered  economic  advantages  in  that  it  allowed  the  farmer 
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to  save  the  cost  of  lumber  for  one  wall.  In  the  initial  pioneering 
period,  this  would  have  been  a  significant  factor.  The  argument  loses 
ground  in  later  years  as  the  Mennonites  remodelled  or  abandoned  the 
first  structures  in  favour  of  new  buildings,  which  in  many  cases  were 
built  after  the  fashion  of  the  connected  house-and-bam .  In  Plans  2 
and  3  in  Figure  18,  there  is  no  real  saving  in  lumber,  as  the  house 
and  bam  are  separated  in  both  cases  by  a  hallway  or  a  passageway. 

The  convenience  factor  remains,  but  is  probably  outweighed  by  tradition, 
and  a  desire  to  do  things  the  way  they  had  always  been  done. 

The  main  disadvantage  of  this  structure  was  the  constant  danger 
of  fire.  Fire  in  either  portion  usually  meant  the  loss  of  both  living 
quarters  and  bam.  This  was  especially  dangerous  in  the  Rosthem 
Reserve,  where  the  roofs  were  thatched.  There  were  also  hygienic 
dangers  in  those  houses  where  sanitation  was  poor.  In  the  majority 
of  cases,  sanitation  was  meticulous  and  one  hears  of  only  the  occasional 
exception.  Despite  the  cleanliness,  little  could  be  done  about  the 
annoying  odours  as  the  building  settled  with  age.  With  a  change  in 
the  attitudes  of  the  young  people,  and  the  change  in  expected  sanita¬ 
tion  requirements,  the  above-mentioned  disadvantages  weighed  heavily 
in  favour  of  the  separation  of  bam  and  house. 

A  good  many  of  the  structures  remain  in  the  surviving  villages  in 
the  connected  state.  Many  of  them  are  in  a  good  state  of  repair,  but 
the  bam  portion  now  generally  serves  as  a  storage  shed  or  workshop 
rather  than  for  the  housing  of  livestock.  Today,  one  encounters  two 
opinions  on  the  subject  of  abandonment  of  the  connected  house-and- 
bam.  In  the  majority  of  cases,  preference  is  for  them  to  be  tom 
down,  while  in  the  odd  case,  there  is  a  desire  to  preserve  them  as  an 
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Plate  3*  Mennonite  house-barn  combination  under  one  ridge  pole, 
in  the  village  of  Chortitz  in  the  Swift  Current  Reserve.  The 
porch  obscures  the  windows  of  the  house  while  the  chimney  marks 
the  approximate  limits  of  the  living  quarters  (see  Plate  5)* 


Plate  Mennonite  house-bam  combination,  in  the  village  of 
Hochfeldt  in  the  Rosthem  Reserve,  Note  difference  in  roof 
levels  of  house  and  bam.  A  passageway  generally  separated 
house  and  bam,  as  in  Plan  2  of  Figure  18. 


123 


Plate  5»  Mennonite  house-bam  combination  with  linear  connecting 
passage  between  house  and  barn.  Located  in  the  village  of 
Chortitz  in  the  Swift  Current  Reserve.  Note  house-type  windows 
in  the  bam  section,  indicating  a  later  addition  of  the  house. 


historic  arclriitectural  form. 

The  settlement  of  the  Saskatchewan  Mennonite  Reserves  was 
effected  in  the  traditional  method.  Co-operative  agricultural 
villages  were  established  which  were  physically  sim.ilar  to  those 
in  Manitoba.  There  were  only  slight  differences  in  form,  but 
major  differences  in  landholding,  which  will  be  discussed  in  the 
next  chapter.  In  addition,  the  desire  to  maintain  the  traditional 
housing  style  was  evidently  strong  in  the  early  period,  weakening 
over  time  to  allow  abandonment  and  modification  of  the  traditional 
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CHAPTER  FIVE 


FOOTNOTES 


J.  H,  Richards  and  K,  I,  Fung  (eds.),  Atlas  of  Saskatchewan t 
(Saskatoon:  Modem  Press,  1969),  pp.  i+O  ~  7^. 

A  degree-day  is  one  day  at  one  degree  over  42  F. 

^Ibid. 

3 

The  Rheinland  Mennonite  Church  of  Manitoba  was  termed  the 
Old  Colony  Church  by  the  Manitoba  Mennonites,  and  was  comprised  of 
the  Furstenland  faction  of  the  Manitoba  Mennonites.  The  Old  Colony 
Church  in  the  village  of  Neuanlage  shared  the  same  ultra-conservative 
views  while  being  made  up  of  mostly  the  Sommerfeld  Mennonites. 

^he  establishment  of  a  village  was  a  slow  process  as  all  of 
the  potential  members  did  not  necessarily  arrive  at  the  same  time. 

The  title  to  the  village  of  Neuanlage  contained  twenty  names,  each 
of  whom  shared  in  the  ownership  of  that  land  to  a  greater  or  lesser 
extent.  The  first  families  settled  on  the  site  in  1B95,  but  as  the 
title  date  indicates,  the  settlement  was  not  complete  until  1900. 
Neuanlage  continued  to  grow  and  by  1905,  had  thirty-two  members 
living  on  the  original  street,  which  was  extended  to  the  north, 
adding  lots  on  the  east  side  of  the  street  only,  or  adjacent  to 
the  sectional  road  allowance  running  along  the  eastern  edge  of  the 
village • 


125 


.  ■ 


I*  / 


^  .  ■ 


'  4 


1  .< 


^aSTOB£3 


fv- 


'iOdMl: 


.1 


* 


►1  -*(1  ‘i^tv©  e<f?  i* 

r  ■  r.-  -  ■%  ir 


4k  i 


•  > 


*•■  JL - 


'^4 


»  .  '  •  i  ■ 

tr.i^  b.i  ?#‘v  -*tU.'  '  yo' i 

..W  •..  ..  •M.  -.oM^-.^---'*:..-'’  ^‘‘^  'V^  6®  t-' 

<fr,J-cT)  !>.«?  -  .V-v'  'f'-’  '-'\"''^ 

'  ....  i,,.,-,^...^  .i-  -.;  ■  i^W*  >■  «•:  ^'-t' 


;,  l£a  K^.lj-^':  iij-"’'  wtii.  C,  fsfc'  ,’.l'ft'  *  ^l'  ,,)  «ii*%t;.'10«cJ  Sriv  ^  f  j 

:-.r  .  5^.  ■  ' 

t-.,.iri  -)  jr>«  C,'  '  ;wi.  ■  -'rt .'  tv  <  ■  -  =■*  M-'  ru  W»^  to 

r,  i„  ■'*  -J  •'-’■f  r  t-  'Tifj'S  iti  '»n';  ■.■hT3*c® 

.  -I,"'  ,'  ...  if,  '..■■An;tt#  «  *-‘i  ii'St.i)  vHXJ 

_>.  .  j  *-  fiL-  ‘  •  •  t-3j'»Jb;>  ''i^  fl'?  3?'-^'’ 

‘.I  .  I-  ^  iC.  (  ^fti'il.'a-  'tU  t'j.  9  .•,*•  •»»e'*.‘it  iK>  aOi-I 

,v»/ai9.  ■  U..  ■  ,4f  Jtrsi?.  »,:V(»  fi  0><wi*ui.w  lM.n  j(^ 


rv. 


1 

'.'V 


r 


'f 

Vtl'  ■  : 
■  »:-i 


i  '  'V  Vi  '  i  ‘  ! 

i.  434-^ 


-  .•  v.>  -V  ’  ^TJi' 

■y5 

t  . 


■  .^  ■•* '.  il 


'.  y.  I 


,-^1 


V  I 


•.1^ 


■  f 


♦ 


.*  ■  »•'* 


CHAPTER  SIX 


RECENT  CHANGES  AND  CONCLUSIONS 


CHANGE  IN  SETTLETIENT  FORM 

11  ■  W  IM  I v  i  mm 

The  establishment  of  the  Saskatchewan  daughter  colonies  was  an 
attempt  to  maintain  a  way  of  life.  As  we  have  noted  previously,  the 
situation  in  the  Manitoba  Reserves  at  the  time  of  the  migration  to 
Saskatchewan  in  1894-  and  again  in  1904 f  was  not  conducive  to  the 
establishment  of  nevj  villages,  nor  to  the  continuance  of  those  already 
established.  This  was  due,  in  part,  to  the  growing  desire  on  the 
part  of  the  more  progressively-minded  Mennonites  to  participate  in 
the  commercial  grain  economy,  and  partially  to  the  insecurity  of  land 
tenure  within  the  v-uLlage  settlement.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
settlement  form  was  being  abandoned  in  Manitoba,  one  might  question 
why  it  was  being  re-established  in  the  new  reserve  near  Rosthem, 
Saskatchewan. 

It  is  known  that  the  open  field  economy  was  established  in  the 
Rosthem  area  in  1894*  in  a  slightly  modified  form  from  that  known  in 
Manitoba,  but  failed  to  last  for  some  of  the  same  reasons  it  was 
abandoned  in  the  Manitoba  Reserves.  First,  the  narrow  fields  were 
unsuitable  for  the  commercial  grain  economy,  restricting  the  freedom 
of  expansion  by  individual  farmers.  Second,  the  open  field  system  as 
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established  in  the  village  of  Neuanlage  in  the  Rosthem  Reserve, 
required  a  high  degree  of  co-operation,  without  which  the  system  would 
not  work.  The  village  land  was  purchased  by  and  titled  to  the  village, 
but  the  open  fields  were  made  up  by  dividing  the  individually-owned 
quarter-section  homesteads.  The  failure  of  the  system  lay  in  a  lack 
of  co-operation  by  one  or  more  villagers.  Legally,  the  homestead 
belonged  to  the  individual  homesteader.  Thus  he  could  withdraw  his 
land  from  the  open  field  system  without  fear  of  legal  repercussions. 
This  was  exactly  what  happened  to  disrupt  the  open  field  system  in  the 
village  of  Neuanlage, 

The  system  in  the  Rosthem  Reserve  was  only  slightly  less  fragile 
than  it  had  been  in  Manitoba,  In  Manitoba,  the  village  site,  the 
common  pasture,  and  the  land  for  the  open  field  system  were  all 
separately  ovmed  by  the  individual  homesteaders  and  were  pooled 
voluntarily  to  form  the  village.  This  uncertain  arrangmeent  meant  that 
the  withdrawal  of  one  quarter-section  often  started  a  chain  reaction  of 
withdrawal  that  destroyed  the  open  field  system  and  often  the  village 
as  V7ell, 

A  change  in  the  landholding  policy  in  the  Mennonite  villages  of 
the  Rosthem  Reserve  did  little  to  safeguard  the  co-operative  cultiva¬ 
tion  or  open  field  aspect  of  the  Mennonite  settlements,  but  it  did 
manage  to  preserve  the  actual  village  form  and  the  associated  common 
pasture  from  disruption.  This  was  done  by  a  separate  or  group  title 
for  the  village  land.  Therefore,  no  one  individual  decision  could 
result  in  the  loss  or  abandonment  of  the  village  site  as  it  could  in 
Manitoba, 

The  situation  in  the  Swift  Current  Reserve  was  different  again. 
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In  this  reserve,  there  was  no  attempt  to  recreate  the  open  field 
economy,  although  the  nucleated  agricultural  settlement  was  recreated. 
The  land  for  the  village  was  purchased  by  the  group  in  the  name  of  the 
village,  church,  or  elected  representatives.  In  the  organized  village, 
this  village  land  included  a  common  pasture  as  it  had  in  similar 
villages  in  the  Rosthem  Reserve.  As  the  village  land  was  held  by  the 
group,  it  was  subject  to  majority  mle.  The  decision  of  an  individual 
to  opt  out  of  the  comimmal  responsibilities  of  the  village  had  little 
or  no  effect  on  the  village  form.  At  worst,  such  action  would  leave  a 
vacent  lot  which  in  turn  could  raise  the  tax  load  of  each  villager 
proportionately,  if  the  vacant  lot  was  left  unoccupied. 

In  Manitoba,  the  villages  were  alm.ost  always  patterned  after  the 
village  form  known  in  Russia.  This  meant  that  the  village  took  on  the 
strassendorf  plan  and  the  associated  open  field  economy.  As  we  have 
seen,  the  essential  portions  of  this  plan  were  transferred  to  Saskat¬ 
chewan,  so  in  effect  when  the  open  field  system  was  ab-andoned,  the 
actual  settlement  form  in  Saskatchewan  differed  very  little  in  physical 
form  to  that  known  in  Russia  and  Manitoba. 

Apart  from  the  above  re-creation,  there  was  one  other  linear 
village  form  as  discussed  in  Chapter  Five.  This  form  effectively  did 
away  with  the  group  land-ownership,  and  thus  did  away  with  the  danger 
of  any  disruption  of  the  individual's  living  space.  This  settlement 
type  was  a  modification  of  the  strassendorf  plan.  As  each  farmer  owned 
his  farm  yard  or  village  lot  outright,  and  as  he  had  no  obligation  to 
his  neighbours,  save  what  he  offered  voluntarily,  there  was  less  chance 
for  the  break-up  of  the  village  form  and  its  subsequent  abandonment. 

The  reason  for  modifications  in  land-ownership  and  form  are  three- 
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fold.  First,  there  was  a  strong  desire  among  the  migrating  Mennonites 
to  preserve  the  village  form  and  its  associated  social  and  religious 
connotations  while  safeguarding  it  from  disruption.  Second,  there  was 
a  strong  desire  to  live  close  to  one’s  neighbours,  thus  maximizing  the 
benefit  from  this  situation.  Third,  there  were  outside  influences, 
chief  among  which  was  the  government  action  of  188 5  disallowing  the 
establishment  of  new  villages  in  the  Manitoba  Reserves. 

One  might  also  ask  why  the  Mennonites  did  not  secure  the  land 
used  for  the  open  field  system  in  the  initial  Rosthem  settlements  in 
the  same  way  that  they  had  secured  the  land  for  the  village  site.  The 
answer  is  contained  in  the  Dominion  Lands  Act,  in  which  the  homestead 
regulations  were  specific  about  the  requirements  that  land  owner shl-p 
be  on  an  individual  basis.  The  land  (one  quarter-section)  had  to  be 
filed  on  by  an  individual,  who  then  had  a  number  of  years  to  carry  out 
the  necessary  improvements  with  regards  to  shelter  and  plowed  acreage. 
The  regulations  requiring  that  the  homesteader  be  resident  upon  the 
homestead  for  three  years  were  waived  in  the  case  of  the  Meruionites, 
who  could  take  up  residence  in  the  Mennonite  hamlets.  On  the  other 
hand,  there  was  no  provision  in  the  Dominion  Lands  Act  which  would 
allow  group  ownership  of  a  number  of  quarter-sections  other  than  a 
voluntary  pooling  of  the  land,  which  had  previously  proved  unsuccessful. 
In  addition,  the  Mennonites,  having  become  accustomed  to  the  vastness 
of  the  Canadian  West  and  the  growing  commercial  grain  economy,  had 
little  inclination  to  maintain  the  somewhat  restrictive  peasant 
economy  associated  with  the  open  field  system  of  cultivation. 

The  government  regulations  acted  as  an  additional  external  force 
to  discourage  the  wholesale  transference  of  the  Manitoba-type  settle- 
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merits  with  the  associated  open  field  system.  An  Order-in-Council  of 

May  6,  1885,  prohibited  the  establishment  of  any  more  villages  in  the 

West  Reserve  in  Manitoba,  This  move  was  apparently  unnecessary  as 

forces  from  within  the  Mennonite  group  were  encouraging  abandonment 

2 

of  the  village  system  as  a  technique  of  occupying  the  land.  It 
should  be  noted,  however,  that  the  settlement  technique  being  abandoned 
was  the  open  field  system  and  not  the  concept  of  a  village  or  hamlet 
type  of  settlement  in  itself. 

The  disallowance  of  the  establishment  of  new  villages  in  Manitoba 

undoubtedly  had  the  effect  of  encouraging  progressively-minded  Mennonite 

farmers  to  take  up  residence  on  their  own  quarter-section  homesteads. 

Many  of  these  farmers,  or  their  sons,  were  included  in  the  groups 

moving  into  the  Rosthern  Reserve  almost  ten  years  later,  and  in  all 

likelihood,  would  not  settle  in  a  village  after  having  once  abandoned 

that  form  of  settlement.  It  is  impossible  to  measure  the  effect  of  the 

government  action  on  Mennonite  attitudes  toward  the  choice  of  settle- 

m.ent  types ,  but  it  can  be  safely  assumed  that  the  legislation  would 

have  increased  the  trend  to  the  individual  dispersed  settlem.ent  pattern. 

An  alternative  option  to  the  individual  or  dispersed  settlement 

pattern  was  contained  in  the  ’’Hamlet  Clause”  of  the  Dominions  Land 

Act,  The  Hamlet  Clause  allowed  for  the  establishment  of  villages  or 

hamlets  by  a  group  of  at  least  twenty  families  of  intending  settlers 

upon  the  presentation  of  a  petition  to  that  effect  to  the  Minister  of 

3 

the  Interior, 

This  Clause  37  of  the  Dominion  Lands  Act  was  actually  the  basis 
for  the  village  settlements  of  the  Saskatchewan  Reserves,  It  was 
mentioned  earlier  that  most  of  the  agglomerated  settlements  established 
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by  the  Mennonites  in  the  Saskatchewan  Reserves  shared  a  common  goal 
at  the  time  of  initial  settlement ,  which  was  growth  to  twenty  or  more 
families  and  thus  official  status  as  a  hamlet.  Those  that  achieved 
that  goal  and  petitioned  the  government  are  termed  "organized  villages" 
while  those  that  did  not  are  termed  "unorganized  villages".  The 
four-comer  hamlets  constitute  essentially  a  separate  category.  In 
some  of  them,  the  plan  was  to  become  a  village  as  settlement  increased, 
while  in  otiier  of  these_  clustered  settlements,  there  was  no  such 
aspiration. 

Given  that  the  primary  purpose  of  the  Mennonite  village  settle¬ 
ments  was  to  preserve  a  social  environment  suitable  for  the  preservation 
of  the  Mennonite  religion,  one  measure  of  the  success  achieved  can  be 
made  by  examining  the  survival  rate  of  the  original  villages.  In  the 
Rosthern  Reserve,  only  seven  of  the  original  thirty-two  possible 
village  sites  have  developed  and  maintained  the  strassendorf  plan.  In 
the  Swift  Current  Reserve,  the  situation  is  only  scarcely  brighter. 

Of  the  twenty-one  original  vi-llage  possibilities,  only  eight  have 
developed  and  maintained  the  original  strassendorf  form.  There  are  a 
number  of  reasons  for  the  disappearance  or  failure  of  the  Mennonite 
villages  that  are  general  in  nature,  applying  to  all  of  the  villages,^ 

Accordiug  to  the  Hamlet  Clause,  each  village  required  a  minimum 
number  of  members.  In  most  villages,  only  a  fraction  of  the  required 
number  actually  arrived  to  choose  the  village  location  in  the  initial 
settlement  period.  The  village,  or  rather  the  initial  cluster  of 
farmsteads,  was  named,  and  as  the  numbers  increased,  the  village  form 
was  laid  out.  It  was  hoped  that  new  arrivals  over  the  course  of  time 
would  make  up  the  number  required  by  the  government  to  exempt  the 


I.  ,  -f  oV  sit  Jofab.  J^mot  in 

b.^.,  -  ■•vrf^  -  ‘  “ 

..r.,ti,..,j  :r,'’  b^-3rf  »W  imsOTWi-a  »^<'  **‘'^ 

„■  »v  /,#t«>  i  •<<wi:.fa»^  t4a^  -Kirw^'irjo-t 

.  .  >  ..-,1  .»  ^  m‘i«  sri-^  ■«’“ 

,•<  -,.5  01.  i-.?.«  «0»1J  '-=  ‘'^“‘‘-'»  '•‘^ 

<•  •  f  "i  ^  .  1  j 

'  i-n 

-  ■«  ■-•»  -’•■  '  ''cqvi:  ru.o^n'e'i^'^-'' 

^  AfM  4i  IT*  tiRiu  •  ‘  tf»  jU  '  soe  X?  5-'*^'’^  **’*^'1  <5i.*r5>  4 

rw?>^v’^s>€cr.i  -•  >' 

W  ■-^*  *  ■•*  i.0 

,,,.j  ,-f-  ,«AMtWT ,j:;ir-«'--’  -'* 


-  I 


r." 


i  T 


c  - 


•  • 


V  .«■'  ^M^t^£i.ij«^av^^>l^tt^!^^*  Ienir''s<.  »’*'■»  ■» 

\»  *  V  ‘ 

.:tn.i\  lS*-.5?>^::.£:''-  •  .  ■  x'-JO  .sii^. 

■rtafi,®*$  ^.:  %•■  'J-’.uJEi«»  W  #3a*-.tt«no«.ti3  lol.  e-n^tst'-;  to  t«*«.a 

'•  V  V5  -Ua  oi  .c--^Jan  «t  XaxKfti 

.  f’^  •,  ..  .•  l«6.ii.?W  a9ef«.v  *>e*  ,  aa*i»  tfsXmsii  adt  ol  sRllmo'.'^- 

'i  'V,  -,.-.-.r\n  cf^vu»*  ,r  .pim  #BC«  <a  -.r.v  4<.™r,. 

^  .  i;-4-lM 


r ». 


..  .I  [j  rf  >  •—  pBvV*;io  *>3 

■u- .-.•..•«-4.-  ^-.-'^It:  «(J^  W.*a  w 

vajfiiiv  -..Id .. \-. i  .iK'w.i  .  "■  r.i  ztM  rc.n*! 

..  v-  .M.'  »<>  .':;<■  Tiv.g  .f.--’  t>^M  **'' 

.,  ,,  ,.  .  ..r  o;  •■;:«■.■?  w5-*  Xd-iie-'-'-V'--  '-AJ-a 


villagers  from  the  residence  requirements  of  the  Dominion  Lands  Act, 

In  many  cases ,  this  did  not  occur  and  the  village  site  was  abandoned 
altogether^  or  the  site  failed  to  become  what  was  earlier  termed  an 
organized  village. 

The  abandonment  of  farmsteads  in  the  villages  over  time  resulted 
in  the  disappearance  of  some  potential  villages.  This  occurrence  had 
little  effect  on  the  organized  villages  as  the  out-movement  of  the 
individual  fai’mer  usually  left  an  empty  lot  which  could  be  absorbed 
by  one  of  the  remaining  farmers  or  occupied  by  a  new  villager.  In 
the  case  of  the  unorganized  villages,  the  out-movement  of  individual 
farmers  usually  had  the  effect  of  obscuring  the  strassendorf  plan  and 
generally  increasing  the  distance  between  houses  in  the  village  street. 

In  some  cases,  this  process  left  only  one  or  two  farmers  in  a  village , 

This  latter  process  is  just  now  nearing  completion  in  the  former 
unorganized  village  of  Rosengart  ia  the  Swift  Current  Resem/'e,  The 
one  remaining  farmer  has,  just  this  last  year,  purchased  the  other  two 
remaining  farmsteads  and  the  connected  house-and-bam  structures  will 
be  tom  dovm.  The  end  result  will,  without  doubt,  be  a  single  farm¬ 
stead  on  a  former  village  site.  Therefore,  the  village  form  will 
disappear  as  it  has  in  other  cases.  The  village  name  has  already 
begun  to  fall  into  disuse  in  favour  of  the  farmer *s  name. 

Lastly,  some  of  the  organized  villages  were  subject  to  stress  at 
the  time  of  the  abandonment  of  the  open  field  system  in  the  Rosthem 
Reserve,  As  this  practise  was  short-lived  and  as  it  is  uncertain 
how  many  villages  actually  practised  the  open  field  system  of  cultivation 
little  more  can  be  said  as  to  the  results  on  village  survival. 

To  this  point,  only  small  scale  or  individual  out-movements  have 
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been  discussed,  Tliese  usually  resulted  from  dissatisfaction  with  some 
aspect  of  village  life,  or  from  a  desire  to  relocate  in  a  different  area. 
Outmiovements  of  the  type  described  above  seldom  resulted  in  a  rapid 
abandonment  of  a  particular  village.  However,  during  the  early  1920’ s, 
a  relatively  large  scale  out-movement  took  place,  resulting  in  drastic 
changes  in  the  settlements  of  both  reserves,  because  of  the  loss  of  the 
conservative  element  and  thus  the  loss  of  a  good  deal  of  support  for  the 
traditional  settlement  form.  The  out-movement  resulted  from  a  disa¬ 
greement  between  the  Western  Canadian  Mennonites  and  the  respective 
provincial  governments  over  the  question  of  the  use  of  the  German  lang¬ 
uage  in  the  education  of  Mennonite  children.  This  movement  affected 
the  Manitoba  Reserves  as  well  as  the  two  reserves  in  Saskatchewan, 
although  the  latter  are  of  primary  concern  here.^ 

The  settlements  in  Saskatchewan  were  established  when  the  area  vias 
still  under  federal  jurisdiction  (Saskatchev/an  became  a  province  in 
1905) .  One  result  of  this  circumstance  was  that  the  Mennonites  were 
able  to  establish  their  om  type  of  education  system  under  an  agreement 
made  betvzeen  their  predecessors  in  Manitoba  and  the  federal  government 
in  1872.  The  Mennonite  education  system  consisted  of  a  private  school 
in  each  of  the  vi].lages,  run  by  the  villagers  themselves.  In  191 5 »  there 

were  seventeen  such  schools  in  the  Rosthem  Reserve  and  fifteen  in  the 

7 

Swift  Current  Resen/e.  These  private  schools  offered  basic  reading, 
writing,  and  aritlimetic ,  as  well  as  a  generous  measure  of  Mennonite 
religious  principles,  to  the  Mennonite  children  of  the  reserves.  All  of 
the  education  was  carried  out  in  Hoch  Deutsch  o.  High  German, 

Previous  to  the  events  in  Saskatchewan,  the  Manitoba  government 
passed  the  Public  Schools  Act  which  required  the  private  schools  of 
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that  province,  including  those  in  the  Mennonite  Reserves,  to  meet 
certain  standards  set  by  the  provincial  authorities.  Schools  failing 
or  refusing  to  meet  the  requirements  were  to  be  taken  over  by  the 
province  as  public  schools.  The  conservative  Mennonites  in  Manitoba 
saw  this  legislation  as  an  attack  on  their  culture  as  it  required  that 
English  be  the  main  language  of  instruction.  The  Mennonites  considered 
the  German  language  essential  to  the  survival  of  the  Mennonite 
religion  and  culture,  .The  loss  of  it  would  mean  an  encroachment  by 
’’worldly"  aspirations  and  loss  of  group  solidarity.  The  eventual 
outcome  of  this  clash  between  the  conservative  Mennonites  and  the 
provincial  authority  was  a  mass  migration  of  Mennonites  to  Mexico, 
Nearly  all  the  seven  thousand  migrants  came  from  Manitoba  and  Saskat¬ 
chewan,  whose  total  Mennonite  population  was  41»S39  in  1921, 

The  course  of  events  was  nearly  identical  in  Saskatchewan,  The 
Old  Colony  and  Sommerfeld  Mennonites  in  Saskatchev/an  thought  that  loss 
of  the  German  language  could  not  be  tolerated.  In  Saskatchewan,  the 
conservative  Mennonites  countered  the  public  school  system  of  the 
province  by  refusing  to  send  their  children  to  the  public  schools. 

The  Saskatchewan  government  duplicated  the  move  by  the  Manitoba 
government  and  passed  the  Public  School  Attendance  Act  in  1916.,  which 
required  that  school  age  children  attend  the  public  school,  or  their 
respective  parents  would  face  fines  and  possible  imprisonment. 

The  opposition  to  the  Saskatchewan  legislation  was  confined  to 
the  conservative  Mennonites  or  those  loosely  termed  "Old  Colony" 
Mennonites.  Geographically,  this  opposition  was  centered  in  the 
villages  of  the  Rosthern  and  Swift  Current  Reserves.  This  situation 
was  paralleled  in  Manitoba  where  the  conservative  Old  Colony  and 
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Sommerf elder  resisted,  while  the  "reformed"  sects  like  the  Bergthal 
generally  favoured  acceptance  of  the  public  schools. 

A  contemporary  report  from  Saskatchewan  indicates  that  the 
educational  standards  in  the  colonies  were  inadequate,  buildings  were 
unsanitary,  poorly  ventilated,  and  generally  poorly  equipped  to 
educate  children.  The  teacher  was  poorly  trained  and  of  questionable 
capability  to  administer  the  meager  educational  fare  offered  by  the 

g 

Mennonite  private  schools. 

This  assessment  was  shared  by  some  members  of  the  dissenting 
Mennonite  groups.  Often  it  was  agreed  that  children  could  obtain 
better  instruction  at  the  public  school  as  opposed  to  the  private 
school .  The  public  school  offered  a  qualified  teacher  and  a  more 
demanding  curriculum  while  the  teacher  in  the  private  school  could 
usually  teach  only  what  he  himself  had  acquired  at  the  private  school. 
The  problem  faced  by  the  government  was  to  standardize  teacher 
qualifications  and  educational  instruction  in  the  English  language. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Mennonites  viewed  the  problem  from  a  very 

different  perspective.  The  opposition  from  the  Mennonites  was  based 

on  loss  of  the  German  language  rather  than  opposition  to  the  higher 

standard  of  education  offered  by  the  public  school.  The  gravity  of 

the  problem  was  expressed  by  E.  H.  Oliver  as  follows; 

"The  problem  that  confronts  us  is  one  that 
involves  almost  the  dearest  possession  of  a 
man’s  life,  his  language;  and,  I  fear,  the 
question  is  not  entirely  free  from  religious 
associations . . ."9 

The  final  outcome  of  this  disagreement  between  the  government  and 
the  conservative  Mennonites  of  Manitoba  and  Saskatchewan  was  a  repeti¬ 
tion  of  the  events  which  forced  the  first  Mennonites  out  of  Russia. 
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As  in  the  past,  when  the  Mennonites  had  been  faced  with  an  unbearable 
situation,  they  revived  the  age-old  solution  of  migration  to  a  new 
land.  Several  possibilities  were  explored,  including  the  province  of 
(^ebec,  the  southern  United  States,  various  countries  in  South  America, 
and  Mexico,  Further  investigation  proved  that  the  Mexican  government 
would  be  willing  to  grant  the  necessary  concessions.  Thus  Mennonites 
from  Manitoba  and  Saskatchewan  moved  to  North  Central  Mexico  tliroughout 
the  1920’s,  in  order  to  save  their  language  and  religion. 

The  Mennonites  concerned  in  this  migration  were  led  by  Bishop 
Wienz  of  the  village  of  Neuanlage  in  the  Rosthem  Reserve,  and  Bishop 
Wiebe  of  the  village  of  Springfeld  in  the  Swift  Current  Reserve, 
Defiance  of  the  legislation  by  these  men  and  their  congregations  led 
to  fines  and  imprisonment.  By  April  of  191S,  fifty  prosecutions  had 
been  levied  in  the  Rosthern  Reserve,  Another  fourteen  persons  were 
prosecuted  on  May  30,  electing  a  prison  term  rather  than  submit  to 
the  fines 

The  situation  in  the  S'id.ft  Current  Reserve  vras  much  the  same  as 
that  described  above.  The  conservative  Mennonites  considered  them¬ 
selves  martyrs  for  their  cause  and  would  rather  endure  the  punishment 
than  abandon  their  private  schools  and  the  German  language.  The 
result  of  this  action  was  continued  fines.  There  are  isolated  cases 
where  the  continued  fines  impoverished  the  dissident  farmers ,  who 
were  eventually  forced  to  serve  jail  sentences. 

As  mentioned  previously,  the  decision  was  made  to  migrate  to 
Mexico.  The  initial  movements  occurred  in  192^,  On  March  9,  tv/o 
hundred  and  fifty  people  in  twenty-three  freight  cars  and  four 
passenger  cars  left  on  a  special  train  from  the  Rosthem  area,  while  a 
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week  later,  three  hundred  more  left  on  a  special  train  from  Hague, 

11 

both  trains  heading  for  land  in  the  province  of  Chihuahua  in  Mexico, 

On  March  9,  1922,  a  group  of  four  hundred  left  Sv;ift  Current, 

followed  on  March  22  by  a  group  of  two  hundred  more  disgruntled 

Mennonites,  The  movement  continued,  and  on  November  17,  1922,  four 

hundred  left  from  the  villages  south  of  Swift  Current,  while  on  December 

12,  1922,  a  group  of  two  hundred  of  more  progressive  Mennonites  left 

from  the  Herbert  area.  The  spring  of  1923  saw  more  Mennonites  readying 

for  the  move  to  Mexico,  Subsequent  movements  continued  until  the  late 

1920*3  and  sporadic  group  colonization  efforts  continued  to  World  War 

II,  aimed  at  various  countries  of  South  and  Central  America, 

The  movement  of  Mennonites  out  of  the  two  reserves  in  Saskatchewan 

resulted  in  a  major  disruption  in  the  settlement  plan,  A  rift  occurred 

between  the  conservative  Mennonites  wi.lling  to  migrate  and  those  who 

were  set  on  staying  in  Saskatchewan,  The  group  intent  on  migration 

looked  with  disapproval  on  those  who  were  v;illing  to  compromise  their 

religious  principles  to  retain  their  farms  in  Saskatchev^an, 

The  period  preceeding  the  clash  over  the  Public  Schools  Attendance 

Act  was  considered  by  Mennonites  who  lived  through  the  period  as  the 

"golden  age"  of  the  Saskatchewan  settlements.  The  Reserves  were  fully 

occupied,  the  farmers  had  become  well-established,  and  the  village 

communities  were  at  the  zenith  of  their  development.  According  to 

accounts  of  contemporaries,  one  can  picture  neat,  well-treed  village 

12 

streets  lined  with  substantial  connected  house-and-bam  imits.  The 
Mennonites  of  the  organized  villages  enjoyed  a  well-established  co¬ 
operative  social  structure  until  the  migration  disrupted  the  situation. 
Of  the  seven  thousand  Mennonite  emigrants  to  Mexico  before  World 
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War  II,  all  but  a  few  himdred  were  from  Canada.  Some  Mennonites  were 
from  the  two  Saskatchewan  Reserves,  but  the  majority  were  from  the  more 
populous  Manitoba  settlements.  Many  of  the  migrants  left  as  part  of  large 
groups  as  indicated  previously,  but  there  were  smaller  groups  as  well, 
as  some  Mennonites  banded  together  in  groups  of  only  two  or  three  families 
and  made  their  way  to  the  new  "promised  land"  in  Mexico  by  automobile  or 
truck,  taking  only  those  possessions  they  could  carry  with  them. 

It  is  estimated  that  over  half  of  the  population  of  each  of  the 

larger  villages  left  the  Saskatchewan  Reserves  for  Mexico.  One  must 

remember  that  for  the  most  part,  these  were  the  most  conservative  of  the 

Mennonites,  and  thus  objected  more  strongly  to  the  potential  loss  of  the 

13 

German  language  schools.  It  is  by  way  of  this  reasoning  that  one  can 
accept  the  assumption  that  the  "village  Mennonites"  would  have  been  in 
the  front  ranks  of  those  moving  to  Mexico.  Thus  the  loss  of  the  conser¬ 
vative  faction  represented  a  loss  of  support  for  the  village  way  of  life. 

The  effect  of  this  migration  on  the  village  structure  is  difficult 
to  measure  for  two  reasons.  The  first  is  because  of  the  influx  of  nev/ 
emigrants  from  the  Mermonite  settlements  in  the  U.S.S.R.  after  the 
Russian  Revolution  during  the  mid-l920’s.  The  second  is  because  the 
Mennonites  remaining  were  for  the  most  part  responsible  for  the  purchase 
of  land  vacated  by  the  migrating  Mennonites.  These  two  factors  tended  to 
reduce  the  impact  and  visual  effect  of  the  outnuovement  from  the  villages. 

The  disappearance  of  the  village  of  Schoenweise  in  the  Swift 
Current  Reserve  is  directly  attributed  to  the  1920  migration,  as  all 
the  residents  left  Canada.  The  village  of  Hochfeld  in  the  Rosthem 
Reserve  was  once  the  home  of  more  than  four  hundred  persons;  it  now 
contains  two  farmsteads  and  no  recognizeable  village  plan  or  village 
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each  villager  receives  a  legal  description  and  a  legal  title  to  his 
land  in  the  village. 

This  change  in  landholding  procedure  is  quite  extensive,  as  there 
are  only  two  vilD.ages,  Neuanlage  in  the  Rosthem  Reserve  and  Chortitz 
in  the  Swift  Current  Reserve,  operating  under  their  original  agreements 
(see  Appendix  6),  These  villages  are  considering  legal  subdivision 
of  their  land,  too.  The  resultant  subdivisions  form  unusual  patterns 
on  the  Saskatchewan  landscape,  not  unlike  the  French  and  Metis  long 
lot  settlements.  The  village  of  Blumenort  is  perhaps  the  most  unusual 
in  that  the  lots  radiate  from  the  linear  village  streets  (see  Figure 

19). 

The  plans  of  these  hamlets  are  registered  with  the  Land  Titles 
Office  as  ’’town  plans”  of  their  respective  villages.  In  this  manner, 
the  Mennonite  villager  receives  legal  recognition  of  his  ownership  of 
the  land  he  occupies  without  disrupting  the  basic  strassendorf  form 
of  the  village. 

There  is  little  doubt  that  the  change  described  above  will  add 
a  degree  of  permanence  to  the  organized  villages.  The  villages  seldom 
have  any  commercial  function,  and  are  simply  farm-operator  villages. 

In  most  cases,  the  village  assembly  continues  to  meet  to  decide  on 
the  maintenance  of  the  village  infrastructure.  Perhaps  indicative 
of  the  future  is  the  consideration  by  the  village  of  Schoenfeld  to 
add  street  lights  and  a  hard  surface  to  their  village  street, 

CONCLUSION 

The  Mennonites  who  migrated  to  Canada  in  1872  are  an  ethnic  group 
of  considerable  interest  to  the  geographer.  This  study  has  focused  in 
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THESE  SUBDIVISIONS  ,  CHARACTERISTIC 
OF  THE  CURRENT  TREND  TOWARD 
INDIVIDUAL  OWNERSHIP  OF  LAND, 

ARE  THE  RESULT  OF  THE  SUBDIVISION 
OF  LAND  THAT  FORMERLY  COMPRIZED 
THE  VILLAGE  COMMON 
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particular  on  the  characteristic  arrangement  of  the  Mennonite's 
living  space.  One  can  qualify  this  objective,  excluding  all  but  one 
element  of  the  larger  Mennonite  group.  The  group  of  interest  was 
described  earlier  as  the  conservative  element  of  the  Mennonites, 
represented  by  the  Old  Colony  (Furstenland)  and  Sommerfeld  church 
groups , 

From  their  origin  in  the  Low  Countries  of  Northeast  Europe,  the 
Mennonites  migrated  en  masse  to  the  steppes  of  Southern  Russia  where 
the  traditional  linear  communal  settlements  were  re-created.  Subse¬ 
quent  changes  occurred  in  this  settlement  form  due  to  the  influence  of 
the  Russian  Colonial  Law  and,  to  a  lesser  degree,  because  of  other 
factors  in  the  Russian  landscape. 

Subsequent  migration  to  Canada  resulted  in  the  establishment  of 
the  same  settlement  form  in  southern  Manitoba,  The  physical  eir/iron- 
ment  of  southern  Manitoba  proved  similar  in  many  ways  to  the  southern 
Russian  landscape  and  as  the  Mennonites  were  willing  to  live  as  they 
had  in  Russia,  they  re-created  the  strassendorf  village  and  open  field 
econon^. 

The  system,  as  it  was  transferred  from  Russia,  was  incapable  of 
adjusting  to  or  competing  with  the  commercial  grain  economy  encountered 
in  Canada  by  the  Mennonites,  This  incapability  ultimately  resulted 
in  the  destruction  of  the  open  field  economy  and  the  majority  of  the 
strassendorf  villages. 

Expansion  of  the  populations  in  the  original  colonies  in  the 
Manitoba  Reserves  resulted  in  the  formation  of  the  Rosthem  and  Swift 
Current  Reserves  in  Saskatchewan  in  1894  and  1906  respectively.  An 
attempt  was  made  in  the  Rosthem  Reserve  to  re-create  the  open  field 
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strassendorf  villages  that  were  failing  in  the  Manitoba  Reserves. 

During  the  transfer  of  the  settlement  system  to  Saskatchewan,  a 
change  was  effected  to  ensure  survival  of  the  village  form..  The 
village  land  was  purchased  by  a  group  of  Mennonites  who  then  deeded 
the  land  to  a  representative  of  the  group  or  to  the  respective  church, 
rather  than  leaving  it  to  individual  ownership.  Subsequent  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  Swift  Current  Reserve  saw  no  attempt  to  use  the  open  field 
system,  but  the  group  or  church  ownership  of  the  village  land  was 
maintained  in  what  was  termed  the  organized  village. 

The  re-establishment  of  a  particular  form  and  the  changes  observed 
were  the  result  of  a  number  of  factors.  One  was  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  restrictions  on  the  formation  of  villages,  as  expressed  in  Clause 
37  of  the  Dominion  Lands  Act,  Second  was  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
Mennonites  to  preserve  an  interesting  and  convenient  way  of  life, 
which  resulted  in  the  change  in  the  method  of  land  ownership.  Third 
was  the  desire  to  live  in  close  proximity  to  one's  pioneer  neighbours 
and  thus  to  benefit  from  the  social  implications  of  the  situation. 

The  latter  two  aims  were  supported  through  the  establishment ,  by 
the  Mennonites,  of  the  unorganized  village  and  the  four-comer  hamlet. 
These  two  settlement  forms  were  the  result  of  a  desire  for  convenience 
in  the  establishment  of  the  infra-structure  and  the  provision  of 
community  services. 

In  establishing  the  villages  of  the  Saskatchewan  Reserves,  the 
Mennonites  built  in  the  traditional  style.  The  connected  house-and- 
bam  V7as  initially  constructed  of  logs  and  tha-^ch  in  the  Rosthem 
Reserve,  and  of  sawn  lumber  and  frame  construction  in  the  Swift  Current 
Reserve,  An  increase  in  affluence  and  a  desire  to  increase  sanitation 
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resulted  in  the  separation  of  house  and  bam  by  a  passageway  and 
eventually  total  separation  of  house  and  bam. 

Finally,  one  can  conclude  that  the  traditional  Mennonite  settle¬ 
ment  pattern  and  house  form  transferred  from  Russia  to  Manitoba 
could  not  survive  the  strongly  competitive  and  expansionistic  commer¬ 
cial  grain  industry  encountered  on  the  Canadian  Prairies,  This  proved 
the  case  in  the  Manitoba  Reserves  and  again  in  the  Rosthem  Reserve. 

By  the  time  the  Swift  Current  Reserve  was  established,  there  was  no 
longer  any  attempt  made  to  re-establish  the  traditional  semi-communal 
village  and  open  field  system. 

Subsequent  modifications  in  landholding  methods  resulted  in 
survival  of  the  linear  village  form,  although  the  functions  are  not 
the  same  as  the  original  Manitoba  villages.  The  survival  rate  of 
Mennonite  villages  in  the  Saskatchewan  Reserves  is  higher  than  that 
of  the  villages  of  the  mother  colony  in  Manitoba,  This  is  attributable 
to  the  change  in  landholding.  The  most  recent  trend  observed  in  the 
organized  village  can  only  have  a  positive  effect  on  the  survival  of 
the  remnant  of  a  medieval  settlement  form.  Rural  depopulation  and 
farm  size  expansion  will  no  doubt  also  play  an  important  role  in  the 
village  survival,  but  only  the  passage  of  time  will  determine  their 
effect  on  the  new  village  organization. 
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CHAPTER  SIX 


FOOTNOTES 


Based  on  interviews  conducted  during  the  course  of  field 
research,  A  collection  of  some  of  these  tapes  are  held  by  the 
Saskatch exvan  Archives  Board,  under  the  "Towards  a  New  Past"  Program, 
Saskatchewan  Archives,  Regina,  Saskatchewan, 

2 

John  Warkentin,  "Mennonite  Agricultural  Settlements  of 
Southern  Manitoba,"  Geographic  Review,  XLIX,  3  (1959),  p*  36l, 

3 

The  Revised  Statutes  of  Canada,  Volume  1,  "The  Dominion 
Lands  Act,"  46  V,,  c,  17,  s,  1,  part,.  Chapter  54,  Clause  37,  P»  B29. 

^^ring  the  course  of  the  field  research  for  this  study,  an 
attempt  was  made  to  locate  as  many  of  the  original  village  sites  in 
both  Reserves  as  was  possible.  It  was  found  that  in  the  Rosthem 
Reserve,  there  were  thirty-one  village  sites,  the  names  of  which  are 
listed  belowo  All  but  two  of  the  settlements  bear  names  that  are 
clearly  of  Mennonite  origin.  The  settlements  of  Lake  Park  and  New 
Home  are  anomalies  and  may  in  fact  be  the  English  ec]uivalents  of 
former  Mennonite  names,  A  total  of  sixteen  of  the  Rosthem  village 
sites  could  be  located  while  fifteen  could  not,  A  small  number  of 
the  names  of  these  latter  villages  still  appear  on  the  maps  as  school 
locations,  but  were  apparently  once  names  of  groups  of  farmers. 

Located  Rosthem  Villages;  Unlocated  Rosthem  Villages; 


1, 

Gruenfeld 

1, 

Steinreich 

2, 

Schoenweise 

2, 

Lake  Park 

3. 

Gmenthal 

3. 

Edinburg 

4. 

Rheinland 

4. 

Schmitsburg 

5. 

Newhorst 

5. 

Silberfeld 

6, 

Blumenthal 

6 , 

Halbstatt 

7. 

Hochstadt 

7. 

Schoenthal 

8, 

Neuanlage 

8, 

Blumenfeld 

9. 

Blumenhiem 

9. 

Blumenort 

10, 

Chortitz 

10, 

Hoffnungsort 

11, 

Kronstal 

11, 

Steinbach 

12, 

Rosenfeld 

12, 

New  Home 

13. 

Osterwich 

13. 

Neuhoffnung 

14. 

Hochfeld 

14. 

Rosengart 

15. 

Olgafeld 

15. 

Rosenbach 

16 , 

Rheinfeld 

^As  the  potential  village  sites  were  abandoned,  the  name 
fell  into  disuse.  Furthermore,  this  process  is  still  occurring  as 
the  village  sites  are  abandoned. 
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^E,  K.  Francis,  "Manitoba  School  Problem  in  Manitoba  -  1874- 
1919,"  Mennonite  Quarterly  Review,  XXVII,  3  (l953),  p.  210, 

7 

Edmund  H,  Oliver,  "The  Country  School  in  Non-English 
Speaking  Communities  in  Saskatchewan,"  an  address  delivered  before 
the  Saskatchewan  Public  Education  League  in  Regina  on  September  22, 

1915. 

^Ibid.,  pp,  7-9. 


‘^Ibid.,  p.  6. 

^*^Regina  Leader  Post ,  May  30,  1918, 

^^Swift  Current  Sun,  March  9,  1922, 

12 

"The  Mennonite  villages  are  a  picture  of  delight  and 
abundance  of  foliage,  and  fruit  blossoms,  for  the  Mennonites  are 
very  successful  at  growing  such  small  fruits  as  cherries  and  currants. 
Their  flower  gardens  are  very  promising,  but  it  is  yet  too  early  for 
them  to  make  much  of  a  vegetable  showing  as  they  sow  their  garden 
seeds  late.  A  drive  through  the  villages  from  now  on  through  the 
summer  will  be  a  panorama  of  excellent  gardens  and  healthy  and  rather 
good-looking  children."  Swift  Current  Sun,  June  22,  1922. 

13 

Based  on  discussions  with  Mennonites  who  lived  through  the 
period  in  question,  and  are  now  resident  in  surviving  villages. 


^Any  new  resident  of  an  organized  village  had  to  be  approved 
by  the  village  assembly  before  he  coiuld  take  up  residence  within 
the  village. 
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RUSSIAN  COLONIAL  LAW 
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The  Russian  Colonial  Law  and  its  ten  articles  summarized  below 


formed  the  basis  of  Mennonite  settlement  in  the  Ukraine*  Furthermore 
the  first,  sixth,  and  eighth  articles  were  repeated  in  subsequent 
submissions  by  migrating  Mennonites  to  the  national  governments  of 
their  host  countries. 

1*  Freedom  of  religion  and  exemption  from  taking  oath* 

2*  A  homestead  of  6^  "dessiatines"  per  family  (a  dessiatine= 
2*7  acres)* 

3*  Freedom  of  enterprise* 

Special  rights  to  manufacture  beer,  vinegar,  and  brandy* 

5*  A  monopoly  of  the  retail  trade  in  alcoholic  beverages 
within  the  colonies* 

6*  Perpetual  exemption  from  military  and  civil  service* 

7*  Exemption  from  the  extended  quartering  of  soldiers  and  from 
the  corvee;  the  duty  to  keep  bridges  and  roads  in  repair* 

8*  Full  rights  in  property;  right  to  implementation  of  own 
inheritance  regulations  and  management  of  the  estates  of 
orphans  * 

9*  Ten  to  fifteen  years  free  from  taxes,  after  settlement* 

10*  Orders  to  all  levels  of  government  to  respect  and  honor  the 
above  privileges.  Sawatzky,  H.  They  Sought  a 

Country,  p*  3* 
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TABLE  OF 

CANADIAN  MENNONITE  POPULATION 
and 

WORLD  MENNONITE  POPULATION 
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Mennonite  Population 

of  Canada 
in  1971 

Census  of  Canada,  1971 

TOTAL . 168,150 


Newfoundland  45 
Prince  Edward  Island  I5 
Nova  Scotia  90 
New  Brunswick  90 
Quebec  655 
Ontario  40,115 
Manitoba  59,555 
Saskatchewan  26,315 
Alberta  14,645 
British  Columbia  26 , 520 
Yukon  55 
Northwest 

Territories  45 


168,150 

The  discrepancy  between  the  value  for  Canada  in 
the  following  table  and  in  the  above  can  be  explained 
by  the  difference  between  actual  church  membership 
and  those  considering  themselves  Mennonites, 
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World  Mennonite  Membership  as  of  195^ 
from  the  Mennonite  Yearbook  and  Directory  for  1959 

Europe . . . . . 95  >764 

Russia  ZiOjOOO* 

Holland  39,000 

Germany  12,078 

France  2,700 

Switzerland  1,900 

Sicily  90 

Luxembourg  50 

Belgium  24 

Austria  .  12 

95,764 

North  America . .220,272 

United  States  159,445 

Canada  5^,987 

Mexico  7,348 

Honduras  50 

Puerto  Rico  365 

Jamaica  64 

Cuba  13 

219,771 

Asia . . . 36,013 

India  28,086 

China  4,000* 

Java  3,343 

Japan  494 

Formosa  90 

36,013 

Africa . . . . . 27, 809 

Belgian  Congo  26,000 

Tanganyika  1,632 

Ethiopia  1 50 

Ghana  27 

27,809 

South  America . 10,639 

Paraguay  6,189 

Uruguay  1,768 

Brazil  1,632 

Argentina  738 

Colombia  300 

Bolivia  12 

10,639 


Total  World  Mennonite  Membership . . 

Including  Children  in  the  Total  Membership 


390,497 

520,000* 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

Ottawa,  25th  July,  1873 


Gentlemens 

I  have  the  honour,  under  the  instruction  of  the  Hon,  the  Minister 
of  Agriculture,  to  state  to  you  in  reply  to  your  letter  of  this  day*s 
date  the  following  facts  relating  to  advantages  offered  to  settlers, 
and  to  the  immunities  offered  to  Mennonites  which  are  established  by 
Statute  Law  and  by  orders  of  his  Excellency  the  Govemor-General-in- 
Council  for  the  information  of  German  Mennonites  having  intention  to 
emigrate  to  Canada  via  Hamburg, 

1 •  An  entire  exemption  from  military  service  is  by  law  and  Order 
in-Council  granted  to  the  Denomination  of  Christians  called  Mennonites 

2,  An  Order-in-Council  was  passed  on  the  3rd  March  last  to 
reserve  eight  townships  in  the  Province  of  Manitoba  for  free  grants 
on  the  condition  of  settlement  as  provided  in  the  Dominion  Lands  Act, 
that  is  to  say,  "Any  person  who  is  head  of  a  family  or  has  obtained 
the  age  of  21  years  shall  be  entitled  to  be  entered  for  ^  section  or 
a  less  quantity  of  unappropriated  Dominion  lands,  for  a  purpose  of 
securing  a  homestead  right  in  respect  thereof," 

3,  The  said  reserve  of  eight  townships  is  for  the  exclusive 
use  of  the  Mennonites,  and  the  said  free  grants  of  ^  section  to 
consist  of  160  acres-  each,  as  defined  by  the  act, 

4*  Should  the  Mennonite  Settlement  extend  beyond  the  eight 
townships  set  aside  by  the  Order-in-Council  of  March  3rd  last,  other 
townships  will  be  in  the  same  way  reserved  to  meet  the  full  require¬ 
ments  of  Mennonite  immigration, 

5,  If  next  spring  the  Mennonite  settlers  on  viewing  the  eight 
townships  set  aside  for  their  use  should  decide  to  exchange  them  for 
any  other  unoccupied  eight  townships,  such  exchange  will  be  allowed, 

6,  In  addition  to  the  free  grant  of  section  or  I60  acres  to 
every  person  over  21  years  of  age  on  the  condition  of  settlement  the 
right  to  purchase  the  remaining  3/4  of  the  section  at  $1,00  per  acre 
is  granted  by  law  so  as  to  complete  the  whole  section  of  6U0  acres 
which  is  the  largest  quantity  of  land  the  Government  will  grant  a 
patent  for  to  one  person, 

7,  The  settler  will  receive  a  patent  for  a  free  grant  after 
three  years  residence  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  Dominion 
Lands  Act, 

8,  In  event  of  the  death  of  the  settler,  the  lawful  heirs  can 
claim  the  patent  for  the  free  grant  upon  proof  that  settlement  duties 
for  three  years  have  been  performed, 

9,  From  the  moment  of  occupation  the  settler  acquires  a  "home¬ 
stead  right"  in  the  land, 

10,  The  fullest  privilege  of  exercising  their  religious  prin¬ 
ciples  is  by  law  afforded  to  the  Mennonites  without  any  kind  of 
molestation  or  restriction  whatever,  and  the  same  privilege  extends 
to  the  education  of  their  children  in  schools, 

11,  The  privilege  of  affirming  instead  of  making  affidavits  is 
afforded  by  law, 

12,  The  Government  of  Canada  will  undertake  to  furnish  passenger 
warrants  from  Hamburg  to  Fort  Garry  for  Mennonite  families  of  good 
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characters  for  the  sum  of  $30.00  for  adult  persons  over  the  age  of 
eight  years,  for  persons  under  eight  years  half  price  or  $15*00  and 
for  infants  under  one  year,  $3*00. 

13*  The  minister  specially  authorizes  me  to  state  that  this 
arrangement  as  to  price  shall  not  be  changed  for  the  seasons  of 
1874,  1S75,  or  1876. 

14*  I  am  further  to  state  that  if  it  is  changed  thereafter  the 
price  shall  not  up  to  the  year  1882  exceed  $40.00  per  adult  and 
children  in  proportion,  subject  to  the  approval  of  Parliament. 

15*  The  immigrants  will  be  provided  with  provisions  on  the 
portion  of  the  journey  between  Liverpool  and  Collingwood  but  between 
other  portions  of  the  journey  they  are  to  find  their  own  provisions. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Gentlemen , 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Sgd.)  John  Lowe 
Secretary,  Department  of 
Agriculture 

Messrs.  David  Klassen 
Jacob  Peters 
Heinrich  Wiebe 
Cornelius  Toews 

Mennonite  Delegates  from  Southern  Russia 
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lUf.  SUfiOa  on  270,476. 

Extract  from  a  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Honoumble  the  Privy  Council,  approved  by  His 
y  Excellency  on  the  23rd  January,  1895. 


O 


On  a  Report  dutwl  24th  Decemher,  1804,  from  tho  Minmler  of  tho  Interior, 
that  it  has  been  represonted  to  him,  ou  bclialf  of  the  Mennonite  Settlem  in 
ilaiiitoba,  that  tlicir  two  UoserveK  in  that  Province  are  now  over  crowded,  owing 
partly  to  tlio  intiiix  of  tlicir  fellow-countrymen  from  the  Unite<l  States  and  KurojKs, 
any  partly  to  the  natural  iucic;tse  wliich  Inus  taken  place  since  their  first  settlement 
iii^Ianitoha  ;  and  that,  in  order  to  meet  the  growing  needs  of  their  families,  and  to 
encoiiragi-  the  settlement  of  tlieir  fellow-eouiiti'ymcu  in  Canada,  it  Irccomcs  nce,eM- 
sary  for  them  to  ask  tlic  Government  to  establish  a  Reservation  for  them  from  lauds 
in  the  Prince  Albert  District. 

The  Lfinislcr  fiirthcr  slates  that  for  this  purjiose  they  icijncst  that  the  even, 
numbered  sociious  in  the  following  Towns'.iips  he  reserved,  vi/..  ; — Townshijis  40,  in 
ifanges  .1,  4  and  u,  and  Township  41,  in  Range  t,  all  West  of  the  3rd  a^lcridian. 

Tho  Minister  observes  tliai  the  prim-iple  of  establishing  reservations  of  land  for 
settlement  by  Jlennonites  was  tirst  given  clfoct  to  by  .an  Order  in  Council  of  the  .‘trd 
of  jMareh,  187.'!,  which  set  apart  certain 'fownships  East  of  the  Red  Jtiver,  in  the 
Province  of  .'Manitoba,  for  this  jmrjM^se,  and  that  a  second  Reserve  for  the  same 
jmrposc  was  estahlisliod  West  of  the  Rod  River  by  a  suhsetjiient  Order  in  Coimeil, 
dated  the  2-')th  of  April,  IsTO.  These  two  Reservations,  however,  inelnduil  both 
the  odd  and  eveu-iiumhercd  sections  in  the  Townships  set  ajiart,  whereas  the  present 
application  xsVs  for  tlic  reservation  of  the  even-niimhcred  sections  only,  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  the  Mennoniles  being  to  arrange  for  tlie  purchase  of  the  odd-niimhereJ 
sections  from  the  Railway  Company,  for  wltich  they  arc  now  set  apart  as  a  subsidy. 

The  Minister  fuvlhor  states  tliat  tlic.'C  people  have  j>rospcrcd  to  a  remarkable 
degree  since  their  arrival  in  Manitoba,  and  have  I'ultilled  with  singular  good  faith 
all  the  ohligalioris  imdi  rlakcii  by  them  in  that  relation,  rejiaying  the  advance  of 
money  made  to  them,  willi  interest,  to  tiie  iast  cent,  and  fully  coloiii/.Iug  their 
Reservatiuii-.  witli  ilic  chuicest  si-itlers.  'I'lu'V  represent  that  it  is  now  their  iulcu- 
tioii  lo  .•i-»i>t  with  llieir  nwii  luc.ius  ilicir  I'ellow-countiymeu,  in  iMirojie  and  else¬ 
where,  ti>  remove  lo  and  selMe  upon  tlie  Iraet  now  upjdied  for.  and  tinit  fifty 
families,  whom  t.lu-v  ex'pcei  in  tin-  Spring,  will  go  direct  to  llie  projiosed  Reserve, 
if  it  he  made  availal»le  for  ihe  purpose. 

'I’lie  .Minister  is  of  the  opinion  tliat  it  is  iinportaiil,  in  ilic  |inhiic  interest,  that 
the  efforts  of  tin;  Mennoniles  lo  indiice  ilic  iiniiiigration  of  tlieir  friends  in  I'hirope 
and  clsowhore  lo  tlic  NorthAN  est  slionld  ])'•  encouraged,  and  to  do  this  it  is  ncces- 
sarv  to  give  tlie  inteudiiig  settlers  an  assurance  tliat  tiiey  will  he  enabled  to  carry 
out  the  pi iiicii.li  s  of  iheir  Social  System,  and  to  settle  togellior  in  liamlels  (for 
which  ]>rovi.sion  is  imide  liy  Section  t'.T  of  the  noniinioii  Taiiids  Act',  hy  ohiaiiiing 
entries  for  cotttignons  l.ainis. 

Tlie  .Minister,  with  il.is  view,  leeoiniiuiids  tli.at  lie  ho  aiitliorized  to  iv.scrvc  for 
eiitrv  by  ^lieniioiiites  oiilv,  tlie  exeu-niimhoied  sections  (ewlnsivo  ot  Jliidsoii’s  Ray 
Coie.paii v’s  lands)  in  the  following  Townsliips.  so  far  as  they  may  ho  at  the  disposal 
(d'  the  (lovci'iiiiii  111,  vi/..  :--'r(>wnships  lo,  in  Ranges  4  ami  .">,  and  Townsliij.  4  1. 
ill  Range  4.  all  ^Vl•s^.  ol  llie  3rd  Meridian. 

'^riie  Comiiiitti-e  sulimit  the  foregoing  for  Vonr  Excellency’s  approval. 


>J 


To  the  Ifoiionrahle 


(Signed)  JOHN  J.  McGEE, 

Clc)/;  of  thi  Pi  ivi/  Von)i>;il. 


The  .Miiii-tcr  of  tiio  Interior. 
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TO  THE  HONORABLE 

THE  MINISTER  OF  THE  INTERIOR, 

OTTAWA, 

THE  HUMBLE  PETITION  of  the  londersigned 
members  of  the  Reinland  Mennonite  Association  shov/eth  as 
follows,- 

1. -  On  the  Thirteenth  day  of  August,  A,  D,  1904,  by 
an  Order-in-Council  all  the  odd  and  even  numbered  sections 
remaining  at  the  disposal  of  the  Government  within  Townships 
13  and  14  in  Range  12,  Townships  12,  13  and  14  in  Range  13 
and  the  East  halves  of  Townships  12  and  13  in  Range  14 

all  West  of  the  Third  Meridian  were  set  aside  as  a  reserve 
for  the  establishment  of  a  colony  by  the  Reinland  Mennonite 
Association. 

2. -  Owing  to  the  semi-arid  nature  of  the  district  in 
which  the  present  Reserve  is  situated  and  the  difficulty  of 
procuring  a  satisfactory  supply  of  water  for  domestic  and 
farm  purposes,  and  the  consequent  necessity  of  digging  or 
boring  deep  wells,  building  dams  on  creeks  or  digging 
artificial  ponds  to  provide  a  water  supply,  your  petitioners 
have  found  it  to  be  a  great  advantage  to  settle  in  a  hamlet, 
and  they  have  accordingly  located  and  established  a  hamlet 
on  Section  I5  in  Tomship  13  in  Range  13  which  they  have 
named  Schoenfeld. 

3. -  Your  petitioners  are  the  homesteaders  of  the  lands 
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set  opposite  their  respective  names  and  are  now  actually 
resident  in  the  said  Hamlet  of  Schoenfeld  on  said 
Section  I5. 

YOUR  PETITIONERS  THEREFORE  PRAY  that 
they  may  be  permitted  to  perform  their  homestead  duties 
on  the  hamlet  system  as  provided  in  "The  Dominion  Lands 
Act"  • 

And  your  petitioners  will  ever  pray* 
Dated  this  Thirty-first  day  of  May,  A*  D*  1907,  at 


the  Hamlet  of  Schoenfeld  in  Saskatchewan. 
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The  deed  of  authority  by  the  members  of  the  Mermonite  Church  of 
the  village  of  Chortitz  was  as: 

Martin  KLassen 
William  Bjomson 
Gerhard  Unger 

all  of  Chortitz,  farmers  in  or  about  the  years  1905  and  1906,  made 
entry  with  the  Department  of  the  Interior  in  Ottawa  for  a  grant  of 
homestead  lands  covering  the  northwest  and  northeast  quarters  of  Section  ' 
19  in  Township  13,  Range  12  West  of  the  Third  Meridian  in  Saskat¬ 
chewan.  Whereas  the  whole  duties  due  on  said  land  be  performed  and 
all  payments  due  have  been  made  and  whereas  it  is  desired  that  the 
title  should  be  issued  to  the  trusties  aforementioned  to  be  held  for 
joint  use  of  the  whole  village  of  Mennonites  at  Chortitz  in  Sask¬ 
atchewan.  Therefore,  the  undersigned  being  the  whole  adult  males  of 
this  said  village  and  as  such  the  whole  persons  interested  in  the 
said  land,  hereby  declare  as  follows: 

1.  We,  the  undersigned,  have  each  subscribed  these  presents 
after  hearing  the  same  read  and  fully  explained. 

2.  Do  declare  that  we  are  each  of  us  duly  admitted  members  of 
the  Mennonite  Church  and  inhabitants  of  the  village  of  Chortitz 
and  are  each  of  us  the  full  age  of  twenty-one  years  and  that 
besides  us  there  are  no  other  parties  having  any  proprietory 
interests  in  or  claim  upon  the  said  land  or  any  part  thereof. 

3*  We  severally  declare  that  the  whole  duties  whether  of 
cultivation  or  otherwise  required  to  be  performed  on  and  the 
monies  to  be  required  to  be  paid  for  the  said  lands  have  been 
duly  performed  and  paid. 

4.  We  have  duly  met  and  resolved  that  the  said  land  shall  be 
from  now  and  for  all  time  remain  and  be  for  the  joint  use  of  the 
members  of  the  Mennonite  Church  of  the  village  of  Chortitz  in 
Saskatchewan  and  for  them  only  and  to  secure  this,  we  hereby 
unanimously  adopt  the  following  rules  and  bylaws; 

(a)  Every  male  person  who  is  regularly  admitted  to  the 
Mennonite  Church  and  who  is  a  permanent  member  of  the 
village  of  Chortitz  in  Saskatchewan  shall  on  reaching  the 
full  age  of  twenty-one  years  becoming  ipso  facto  invested 
in  joint  equal  undivided  share  and  interest  in  the  land 

and  property  of  whatever  kind  belonging  to  the  said  village, 
but  when  he  shou3.d  leave  the  said  village  or  cease  to  be  a 
member  of  the  said  church  his  said  share  or  interest  shall 
be  at  once  lapsed  and  fall  into  the  common  share  of  the 
remaining  members  without  any  claim  whatsoever  being 
competent  to  the  said  member  for  compensation  of  any  kind. 

(b)  On  the  death  of  any  member,  his  share  or  interest  shall 
likewise  lapse  and  fall  into  the  common  share  of  the  remaining 
members  and  no  claim  shall  be  competent  to  the  estate  of  the 
deceased  member  or  to  any  member  whose  relatives,  retrospect 
of  such  share  or  interest. 

(c)  The  Church  and  its  authorities  as  by  the  usage  established 
shall  have  full  control  over  its  members  and  there  shall  be 

no  appeal  from  the  decisions  of  the  Church.  It  may  expel 
any  member  according  to  its  rule  or  usage  whether  present 
or  future  and  it  may  alter  its  creed  formularities  or  rules 
and  conditions  of  membership  from  time  to  time. 
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(d)  The  trustees  aforementioned  shall  hold  office  during 
life  or  until  they  shall  replaced  as  aforementioned, 

(e)  A  meeting  of  all  the  persons  interested  hereunder  shall 
be  cal-led  when  summoned  by  at  least  five  members  who  shall 
give  sul ricient  written  notice  to  each  of  the  other  persons 
interested,  formality  of  any  such  notice  being  waived  in 
the  case  of  such  members  who  do  actually  attend.  Such 
meeting  may  by  two-thirds  majority  appoint  new  trustees, 
elect  new  members,  make  new  rules,  and  otherwise  manage 

the  land  and  conducr  the  business  of  the  community, 

(f)  The  foreman  of  the  village  shall  keep  a  book  in  which 
he  shall  enter  the  proceedings  at  such  meetings  and  shall 
regularly  chronicle  all  changes  in  the  persons  interested 
whether  by  addition  or  by  loss, 

5,  The  undersigned  also  declare  that  they  have  elected  and 
appointed  and  do  by  these  presents  elect  and  appoint  Peter  Harms 
and  Abraham  Friesen  to  be  the  trustees  of  the  said  land  for  the 
purposes  herein  mentioned  to  hold  office  as  aforesaid, 

6,  The  said  Peter  Harms  and  Abraham  Friesen  by  their  signature 
hereto  do  accept  the  office  of  trustees  for  the  purposes  and  under 
the  conditions  herein  mentioned.  The  whole  subscribes  hereto  do 
hereby  authorize  and  request  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Interior 
to  issue  patents  to  the  said  Peter  Harms  and  Abraham  Friesen  as 
timstees  aforesaid  and  hereby  bind  themselves  to  regard  such  grant 
as  beiig  made  to  each  and  everyone  of  the  said  subscribers,  dated 
at  Chortitz  the  30th  day  of  June,  A,D,  1914»  signed,  sealed  and 
delivered  in  the  presence  of: 

Isaac  KLassen 
Jacob  A,  Khelson 
Abraham  Friesen 
Whilhelm  Friesen 
Jacob  Unger 
Cornelius  G,  Froese 
Whilhelm  Fehr 
Peter  Wolf 
Peter  Harms 
Gerhard  Hind 
Jacob  Friesen 
Isaac  Klassen 
Jacob  IGLassen 
Isaac  Lfeirtens 
Cornelius  Remple 
Jacob  D,  Teichroeb 
Herman  Fehr 
John  E,  Wiebe 


Commisioner  of  Oaths 
sgn,  G,  C,  Thompson 
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